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Music Generation Laois 
Summer Programmes 2018

OPENING GALA CONCERT
Featuring tutors from the Summer School,
the Music Generation Laois Trad Orchestra &
the Music Generation Laois Junior Trad Group
FRIDAY 20th JULY, Dunamaise Arts Centre, 8pm
Concert featuring top-notch traditional musicians
teaching at the Summer School, the Music
Generation Laois Trad Orchestra and the Music
Generation Laois Junior Trad Group. 
€5 • Book directly through Dunamaise Arts Centre
057 8663355

Trad Summer School Concerts

Trad Summer School 
Friday 20th July to Sunday 22nd July
Portlaoise Further Education and Training
Centre, Tower Hill, Portlaoise
Time: 11am–3pm (Fri & Sat)
11am–4.30pm (Sun)
Age: 8 years upwards • Cost: €60

Tutors include
Mohsen Amini (concertina), Ernestine Healy (concertina),
Deirdre Granville (harp), Lauren O’Neill (harp), 
Mikie Smith (uilleann pipes), Padraig McGovern
(uilleann pipes), Paul Finn (button accordion), 
Derek Hickey (button accordion), Siobhan Peoples
(fiddle), Denise Boyle (fiddle), Tommy Fitzharris (flute), 
John Kelly (flute), Colm Phelan (bodhrán), Tommy Hayes
(bodhrán) and many more to be announced. 

There will also be a MIXED JUNIORS CLASS for more
recent beginners.

REQUIRED STANDARD: You must have some experience to
enrol in the Trad Summer School. Those of a more junior
standard will be placed in a mixed juniors class. Classes will be
decided by instrumental tutors. Some harps are available for
harp students. 

Booking for Music Generation Laois Camps
musicgenerationlaois@laoiscoco.ie 
or 057 8664176 
musicgenerationlaois.ie 

TALISK
SATURDAY 21st JULY  FAMILY FRIENDLY CONCERT
The Courtyard@Kavanaghs, Main St, Portlaoise, 7pm
Epic Scottish Trad Band, recent winners of BBC 2 Folk
Band of the Year 2017. Mohsen Amini (concertina),
Hayley Keenan (fiddle) and Graeme Armstrong
(guitar) create a captivating, energetic and dynamic
sound that, in just a couple of years, has earned
them multiple award wins, unwavering nationwide
media praise, and standing ovations far and wide. 
€15/€10, book tickets online kavanaghsportlaoise.com
or in person through Kavanaghs Live Music Venue

CLOSING STUDENT CONCERT
SUNDAY 22nd JULY, Portlaoise Further Education
& Training Centre, Tower Hill, Portlaoise, 3pm
Finale concert showcasing students from the Summer
School. Free admission, donations welcome.
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School of Rock and Pop
Monday 2nd July to Friday 6th July
Dunamaise Arts Centre, Portlaoise
Time: Mon to Thurs 11am–3.30pm 
Fri 12 noon-3pm & 4-7pm
Age: 10 to 18 years • Cost: €70

Develop confidence and stage presence in a
weeklong programme culminating with a
concert on the Dunamaise Stage. A team of
tutors will work with musicians and singers –
all instruments welcome!

MEZZANINE GIG
Dunamaise Arts Centre, Tuesday 3rd July, 8pm
Featuring tutors Dale Hennessy, Terry Byrne
and James O’Connor with Denise Boyle and
Ros O’Meara
Admission €10/€5

Circus Skills

Workshops

Circus Art with 
Maria Corcoran

WORKSHOP 1
Tuesday 3rd to Thursday 5th July
Portlaoise FET Centre, Tower Hill, Portlaoise
Time: 11am-1pm
Age: 7 to 12 years • Cost: €25

WORKSHOP 2
Tuesday 3rd to Thursday 5th July
Portlaoise FET Centre, Tower Hill, Portlaoise
Time: 2pm-4pm  
Age: 7 to 12 years • Cost: €25

Have you ever wanted to run away with the circus?!
Here's your chance! Join Maria for an introduction to
juggling, hula hoop, balance, acrobatics and more.
Circus is where sports meet arts and creativity and
individualism is celebrated. With many disciplines to
choose from, each participant will get a chance to try
something new and then focus on their favourite in
an encouraging and supportive atmosphere. Maria
has been teaching youth circus for over 8 years
around Ireland and internationally.



Art Workshops 
with Caroline Conway
WORKSHOP 3
Tuesday 10th to Thursday 12th July
MDA, Mountmellick 2pm-4pm
Age: 7 to 12 years • Cost: €25

Artist Caroline Conway will be exploring pattern and
texture through print and collage. Please bring an
old shirt to keep your clothes clean! Caroline has been
working in schools and with community groups for
many years. Having trained at Edinburgh College of
Art in print and fabric, she has exhibited widely and
been awarded a number of Public Art Commissions,
working in the mediums of printmaking and animation.

Go Fly Your Kite
WORKSHOP 4 Thursday 12th July
Heritage House, Abbeyleix 11.30am-1pm
Age: 7 to 12 years • Cost: €5

WORKSHOP 5 Thursday 12th July
Heritage House, Abbeyleix 2-3.30pm 
Age: 7 to 12 years • Cost: €5

WORKSHOP 6 Friday 13th July
Laois Arthouse, Stradbally 11.30am-1pm
Age: 7 to 12 years • Cost: €5

WORKSHOP 7 Friday 13th July
Laois Arthouse, Stradbally 2-3.30pm 
Age: 7 to 12 years • Cost: €5

Go Fly Your Kite uses material kites with flexible,
robust fibreglass rods, and includes string, handle
and kite tails. Participants will be encouraged to
design their own artwork or can choose to trace
with coloured indelible ink. You will learn how to
assemble a kite and advice is given on kite safety.
All participants will bring home a colourful kite at
the end of the workshop.

Art Workshops with 
Jen Donnery
WORKSHOP 8
Tuesday 17th to Thursday 19th July
The Laois Arthouse, Stradbally 11am-1pm
Age: 7 to 12 years • Cost: €25

WORKSHOP 9
Tuesday 17th to Thursday 19th July
The Laois Arthouse, Stradbally 2pm-4pm
Age: 7 to 12 years • Cost: €25

Art in our Environment, using materials, taking rubbings,
and making collages etc from the space around us to
make individual and group pieces. Participants will
get to make a Secret Sculpture from a mystery bag
of materials and the challenge will be to come up
with the idea and develop their own work of art.

Pottery with Fins Pottery Tuition
WORKSHOP 10 
Tuesday 24th to Thursday 26th July
Kiln Lane Community Centre 11am-1pm
Age: 7 to 12 years • Cost: €25

WORKSHOP 11 
Tuesday 24th to Thursday 26th July
Kiln Lane Community Centre 2pm-4pm
Age: 7 to 12 years • Cost: €25

Pottery workshops with Fins Pottery Tuition will include
helping each child to produce a number of clay pieces in a
fun and exciting way. During this process the children will
have the opportunity to explore the many different
techniques of creating with clay.

Pottery 
Workshops

Art and Craft Workshops



For Cash Office: 
Art Workshop 
Fee payable to 
Code AR003

Art Workshop Type and No. (Art/Pottery etc):

Date of workshop:

Morning workshop Afternoon workshop (Please tick the appropriate box)

Participant name: Age:

Address:

Parent/Guardian name:

Mobile: Landline:

Email:

Your email or mobile number will only be used to inform you of future programmes and will not be
passed on to others. If you DO NOT want any contact please tick the box 

Photography/Video/Sound recording may be used for publicity and documentation purposes. 
Please tick this box if you DO NOT wish your child to take part in photography/video/sound
recording for publicity and documentation purposes

Please note any medical needs that the Summer Camp Tutors should be aware of 

Complete & return the application with payment by cheque/postal order made out to ‘Laois County
Council’ and POST to the Arts Office, Laois County Council, Áras an Chontae, Portlaoise, Co Laois
or, IN PERSON, at the Cash Office, Laois County Council, Áras an Chontae, Portlaoise, Co Laois or 
BY TELEPHONE, to The Arts Office 057 8664013/33.

Arts Programme Workshops 

BOOKING FORM



For Cash Office: 
Music Generation
Laois Workshop 
Fee payable to 
Code AR022

Participant name: Age:

Address:

Parent/Guardian name: Mobile:

Landline: Email:

Summer School Name:

Instrument:

Previous musical experience? How many years experience?

Any medical/special needs that organisers or tutors should be aware of?

Your email or mobile number will only be used to inform you of future programmes and will not be
passed on to others. If you DO NOT want any contact please tick the box 

Photography/Video/Sound recording may be used for publicity and documentation purposes. 
Please tick this box if you DO NOT wish your child to take part in photography/video/sound
recording for publicity and documentation purposes

Complete & return the application with payment by cheque/postal order made out to ‘Laois County
Council’ and POST to Music Generation Laois, Laois County Council, Áras an Chontae, Portlaoise,
Co Laois or, IN PERSON, at the Cash Office, Laois County Council, Áras an Chontae, Portlaoise, Co Laois
or BY TELEPHONE, to Music Generation Laois on 057 8664176.

Music Generation Laois
Summer Programmes 

BOOKING FORM



Young Persons Workshop Rules

✔ Respect all tutors, helpers and organisers.
✔ Respect the venue and refrain from damaging the property of others.
✔ Enjoy yourself and help to make the workshops enjoyable for others.
✔ Respect others’ personal space. Bullying and verbal or physically threatening behaviour will

not be tolerated.
✔ Respect the fact that others in the workshop may come from different economic, religious

and ethnic backgrounds to you.
✔ Participants may not leave the workshop venue during the hours of the workshops without

prior written consent from your parents/guardians.
✔ Hand held games, wheelies, skateboards and other types of play equipment are not

allowed at the workshops.
✔ Good clothes should not be worn to the workshops as materials used at the workshops

could stain.
✔ Each participant is responsible for the care of their personal belongings and Laois County

Council is not responsible for any loss or damage to personal property.
✔ A small drink and/or snack can be brought to the workshop if required.  

The Arts Office will facilitate Arts Workshops in July as part of Laois County Councils’ social
inclusion policy as follows: Pottery Workshops in Mountrath in association with Respond and Art
Workshops in the MDA Mountmellick, in association with the Youth Development Centre.

The Arts Office acknowledges the financial support of the Arts Council and the continued
support of the members, staff and management of Laois County Council in the running of the
Arts Programme.

For further information on the Arts Programme contact:
The Arts Office, Laois County Council, Áras an Chontae, Portlaoise, Co. Laois
Tel: 057 8664033/8664013 or email: artsoff@laoiscoco.ie or website: www.laois.ie

For further information on Music Generation Laois contact:
Tel: 057 8664176 or email: musicgenerationlaois@laoiscoco.ie 
or website: www.musicgenerationlaois.ie

LAOIS 
COUNTY
COUNCIL

Brosna Press Creative Design and Print • 090 6454327



LAOIS YOUTH THEATRE
WORKSHOPS
in Portlaoise will resume for 
a new year in September.
Members must be a minimum
of 12 years of age and
attending 2nd level school.
Tutored by qualified youth
drama facilitators, workshops
take place at the Portlaoise
Education and Training Centre,
Tower Hill, Portlaoise each
Friday from 4.45pm from
September to May. 

For more information:
T: 057 86644033/13 or 
E: artsoff@laoiscoco.ie or 
www.laois.ie

YOUTH THEATRE
PROGRAMME
Mountrath Development
Association run a Youth
Theatre programme also and
welcome new members
between ages 12-18.

For more information contact
Lillian on 087 7733050 or 
E: mountrathdevass@gmail.com

Laois School 
of Music
NOW ENROLLING FOR 
SEPTEMBER CLASSES IN:
Piano, Violin, Cello, Guitar, Voice,
Recorder, Flute, Clarinet, 
Saxophone, Drums, Kindermusic,
Junior/Leaving Cert Music

ENSEMBLE/PERFORMANCE
OPPORTUNITIES INCLUDE: 
Laois School of Music Senior
Orchestra, Orpheus Orchestra 
(for junior players), Flute Choir

For more information contact 
Nuala Kelly, Co-ordinator, 
Laois School of Music, 
Áras an Chontae, Portlaoise, Co Laois 
T: 057-8664127

Drama for Young People

Also available...

Music Generation Laois
Delivering a high-quality, inclusive and sustainable music 
education service to children and young people in Laois.

For further information or to enrol for September, contact
Music Generation Laois, Áras an Chontae, Portlaoise
www.musicgenerationlaois.ie
T: 057 8664176 E: musicgenerationlaois@laoiscoco.ie

EVENING CLASSES TAKE
PLACE IN PORTLAOISE
EDUCATION & TRAINING
CENTRE, TOWER HILL,
PORTLAOISE
Stampede Drumming, Brass,
School of Rock & Pop, Guitar,
Drums, Harp, Uilleann Pipes,
Orchestral Percussion, Oboe,
Keyboard, Ukulele, Flute,
Concertina

SCHOOLS
PROGRAMMES
Early years, Harp, Choral,
Stampede Drumming, Strings,
Recorder, Flute, Saxophone,
Clarinet, Ukulele, Tin Whistle,
Trad Flute, Concertina, Brass, 
The Music Box (A music
programme for children 
and young people with 
special needs)

Adult Art
Workshops
2 - 6 JULY Laois Arthouse, Stradbally

Easy and Slow… Learning the
art of botanical painting with
artist Mary Dillon 
Botanical art challenges us to
capture in a painting the essence of
a plant. Participants will be guided
through the stages of making a
botanical painting. Suitable for all
levels of experience. 

Booking Required
Application forms and materials list
available from E: artsoff@laoiscoco.ie
T: 057 86 64033/13 
For more information:
E: mnichona@laoiscoco.ie
T: 057 8664109

FREE WORKSHOPS & PERFORMANCES
FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Portlaoise, Saturday 23rd June, 2018
For further information see laois.ie
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