COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LAOISE
LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL
Parks and Open Spaces 
Bye-Laws
BYE-LAWS UNDER PART VII OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1994 FOR THE CONTROL AND REGULATION OF THE USE OF PARKS, OPEN SPACES AND RECREATIONAL PLAYING GROUNDS OWNED, CONTROLLED BY, OR IN THE CHARGE OF LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL WHETHER OPEN OR ENCLOSED.
These Bye-Laws are in force to ensure that parks, open spaces, and recreational playing grounds and their facilities are used to the maximum extent, in safety and comfort and for the protection of parks, open spaces and recreational playing grounds which are provided as a public amenity and for respect and consideration for parks users to ensure as much enjoyment as is possible, of these amenities.
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1. Definitions:-

In these bye-laws

1.1 "Park" shall include parks, open spaces and recreational playing grounds, owned, controlled by or in the charge of Laois County Council whether open or enclosed.

1.2 "Council" means the Council of the County of Laois.

1.3 "Employee of the Council" shall include every Official, Park Ranger or other person employed by and duly authorised by the Council to administer and enforce these bye-laws.

1.4 "Waters" shall include rivers, streams, lakes, ponds, both artificial and natural, reservoirs, canals, etc.

1.5 "Enclosed Parks" are parks around which a boundary treatment has been provided and which are closed to the public at nightfall and which remain closed during the hours of darkness.

1.6 "Licence" has the same meaning as "Permission of the Council".

1.7 "Permission of the Council" means the permission in writing of an authorized person. 

1.8 "Controlled drug" means any substance, product or preparation which is specified in the schedule to the Misuse of Drugs Act, 1977 or any amending act or regulations.

2. Opening and Closing of Enclosed Parks:-

2.1 Parks shall be open on such days and during such hours as may be fixed by the Council from time to time.

2.2 The opening and closing hours will be subject to variation by the Council as circumstances require.
2.3 No unauthorised person shall enter or remain in any part of a park when it is closed.

2.4 Access and Egress shall be gained to and from parks only through the official entrances and authorised access points.
3. Traffic:-

3.1 No person shall bring into a park, save with the permission of the Council and in such areas as may be designated, any bicycle, skateboard, roller-skates, roller-blades or other vehicle except a wheelchair, child’s buggy or pram.

3.2 Where vehicles are permitted access to a park, no person shall leave any vehicle, bicycle or tricycle unattended in a park except in such places as may be set aside as standing or parking places.

3.3 The speed limit for all authorised vehicles in a park shall be ten miles per hour.

4. Animals:-

4.1 Dogs.

4.1.1 No person ......

(a) Shall take into or allow to remain in a park any dog unless it is on a leash.

(b) In charge of a dog in a park shall engage it in coursing or permit it to be engaged in coursing in a park.

4.1.2 Every person in charge of a dog in a park shall:

(a) Take reasonable care to prevent it from causing annoyance to any person using the Park or worrying, chasing, injuring or disturbing any animals, birds or other creatures in the Park.

(b) Be liable for any damage or injury which may be caused by the dog.

(c) Remove it from the Park if so directed by an authorised employee of the Council.

(d) The Council may deem it appropriate to restrict the admission of dogs to certain "Parks" with the exception of Guide Dogs. Notices will apply.
(e) If a dog defecates in the park, the person in charge of the dog shall remove the faeces and deposit it in a litter bin or other receptacle which may be designated for this purpose. Guide dogs for the blind are exempt from this bye-law.

(f) A person shall not cause or allow any dangerous dog, as defined in the Control of Dogs (Restriction of certain dogs) Regulations, 1991 or any subsequent amending Regulations or Act, in their charge to enter or remain in the park unless such dog is kept muzzled and no person shall, in any portion of the park where a notice prohibiting the admission of dogs is exhibited, cause or allow any dog in their charge to enter or remain there.

4.2 Other Animals:-

Without the written permission of the Council and only then under certain conditions and in such areas or on such routes as may be designated by the Council for the purpose from time to time no person shall ....
(a) Turn out to graze in a park or allow to stray, or remain in a park, any cattle, sheep, horse, donkey, or other animal.
(b) Lead, walk or ride a horse or donkey in a park.

5. General Regulations in Relation to Persons Using a Park:-

5.1 Materials, Features, Fittings and Furniture.

No person shall ...

(a) Climb any vehicle, tree, shrub, seat, fence, railing or wall or walk upon any flower bed or through any shrubbery, enclosed plantation or other similarly planted area in a park.

(b) Damage or destroy any tree, shrub or plant growing in a park or pluck, cut or remove any leaf, flower, blossom, fruit, or other part of any tree, shrub or plant.

(c) Damage, deface, disfigure, write graffiti on, mark or in any way interfere with any seat, bench, sculpture, structure, notice or notice-board in a Park, including any Playgrounds.

(d) Take or remove any soil, sand, gravel, stone or timber from a park, save with the permission in writing of the Council.

(e) Take from a Park or destroy or injure or otherwise interfere with any bird, bird's nest or bird's egg in a Park or ill-treat, worry or disturb any animal in a Park.

(f) Dump or dispose of any bottle, glass, china, tin, container, litter or other refuse in a park except in receptacles provided for the purpose.
5.2 Consideration for other parks users:-
No person shall ....

(a) Molest, menace, threaten, annoy or otherwise interfere with any person using or enjoying a park in a lawful manner.

(b) Beg, gamble, use obscene or profane language, behave indecently or otherwise cause annoyance.

(c) Hold or address a public meeting or religious service without the prior permission of the Council.
(d) Resist, obstruct or interfere with any employee of the Council or other person in the exercise of his/her duty or disobey lawful directions.
(e) Throw any object or missile to damage or endanger any other person.
(f) Bring into a park or possess any firearm, air-gun, catapult or any other weapon save with the prior permission of the Council for an approved competition or for practice for an approved competition and subject to terms and conditions of such permission.

(g) Make any bonfire, fire, barbecue, possess or light any firework save with the prior permission of the Council and subject to the terms and conditions of such permission.
5.3 Watercourses.
No person shall ....

(a) Walk, swim, fish, or bathe, in any of the waters in a park except in those areas which may be set aside for that purpose.

(b) Skate on the frozen water of any lake, pond or watercourse nor foul or pollute any such watercourse.

(c) Boat on any watercourse nor operate model aircraft or boats save with the prior written permission of the Council in designated areas and subject to the terms and conditions of such permission.
6. Regulated and Controlled Activities:-

6.1 Trading etc.

The following activities are prohibited in parks except in certain circumstances and in designated areas and with the permission in writing of the Council, and subject to the terms and conditions of such permission:

(a) Selling, offering, or exposing for sale any commodity of any kind whatsoever, or displaying any sign, poster, handbill, or other notice, or engaging in taking photographs for payment.
(b) Levying any charge for the participation in or viewing of any game, sport or exhibition.
(c) Placing or erecting any chair or seat for hire.

(d) Erecting any tent or camp or placing or keeping any caravan or dormobile in a park save with the permission in writing of the Council in designated areas and subject to the terms and conditions of such permission.
The following activities are facilitated in parks only in designated areas and with the permission in writing of the Council and subject to terms and conditions and as directed by an authorised employee of the Council. In all other circumstances they are prohibited:-
6.2 Musical Performances and Dances:
Musical performances (whether vocal or instrumental), dancing, concerts or other like entertainment, or the operation of any sound or video broadcasting or receiving apparatus, (radio, television, video, compact disc player, tape player or "Ghetto-blaster etc.).

6.3 Games, Athletics, Play Grounds:-

Participation in any aspect of practice or organised game of football, golf or any other game or athletics.

(a) No person, club or organisation shall organise or take part in the game of football or any other game or athletics when an authorised employee of the Council considers the ground to be unfit for such use.
(b) Any person, club or organisation who uses any non designated area for sports competition, practice or training or who contravenes any of the provisions of paragraph (a) of this section may be liable to have their playing facilities withdrawn.
(c) No person shall act or behave in such a manner so as to prevent or disrupt the authorised playing of the game of football or any other game or athletics.

(d) Each Playground in the County has its predetermined age restrictions and set of rules displayed, which must be complied with.
7. Licences:-

Every licence granted to any person, club or organisation for the exclusive occupation by such person, club or organisation of any portion of the park shall be in accordance with such conditions as shall be laid down by the Council from time to time provided always that the Council shall be entitled to add conditions to existing licences.
8. Prohibited Substances/Controlled Drugs:-

8.1 Drugs

It is prohibited to possess, ingest, supply, or offer for sale, illegal drugs or other consciousness altering substances in a park.

8.2 Alcohol.
The possession, supply or consumption of alcohol in a park, save with the permission in writing of the Council and subject to such conditions as the Council may prescribe, is strictly prohibited.
9. Enforcement:-
9.1 The Gárda Síochána shall have free and unencumbered access to parks at all times whether during or outside of the official opening times, in the normal exercise of their duty, and shall not require the prior permission of the Council to gain such access.
9.2 Any person who shall breach any of the foregoing Bye-Laws may be removed from the park by an employee of the Council, or by any member of the Gárda Síochána and shall on summary conviction be liable to a penalty not exceeding €1,270.00.
10. Commencement:-

These Bye-Laws shall come into force on the 1st November, 2006.
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