MINUTES OF MAY MONTHLY MEETING OF LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL HELD AT ÁRAS AN CHONTAE, PORTLAOISE ON THE 26TH OF MAY 2008

PRESENT:
Councillors

John Moran
 
In the Chair






Willie Aird

John Bonham






Patrick Bracken
Ray Cribbin






James Deegan
Paul Mitchell





David Goodwin
Geraldine Delaney






J.J. Fennelly

Catherine Fitzgerald






Thomas Jacob
Laurence Kavanagh






Michael Lalor

Jerry Lodge






Dick Miller

Seamus McDonald






Michael Moloney
Brendan Phelan





Martin Phelan
Michael Rice






Brian Stanley

Mary Sweeney





John D. Turley 

APOLOGIES:
Councillor

James Daly 

IN ATTENDANCE:

Messers Peter Carey, County Manager, Michael O’Hora, A/Director of Services, Declan Byrne, Director of Services, Gerry Murphy, Head of Finance, John Daly, Director of Services, Ms. Anna Marie Delaney, Director of Services, Mr. Kieran Kehoe, Senior Executive Officer, Ms. Carmel McNicholl, Senior Executive Officer, Ms. Georgina Ireland, A/Administrative Officer & Ms. Catherine Gorman, A/Executive Secretary. 
53.
VOTE OF SYMPATHY

On the proposition of Councillor Jerry Lodge seconded by Councillor William Aird, the members unanimously passed a vote of sympathy to Councillor Geraldine Delaney on the recent death of her mother Kathleen (Kitty) Delaney. It was agreed that a minute silence be observed as a mark of respect.

On the proposal of Councillor Mary Sweeney, the Members unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be passed and be extended to Councillor Jerry Lodge on the death of his aunt, Ellen Dunne.  

On the proposal of Councillor Patrick Bracken, the Members unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be passed and be extended to the Blanc family, Mountmellick on the recent death of Jim Blanc.

54.
VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS
On the proposition of Councillor Jerry Lodge, seconded by Councillor John Joe Fennelly, it was agreed that a vote of congratulations be passed and extended to Mr. Brian Cowen, T. D., on his appointment as Taoiseach and Mr. John Moloney, T. D., on his appointment as Minister of State for Equality, Disability and Mental Health.

55.
CIVIC RECEPTION
On the proposition of Councillor John Moran, seconded by Councillor John Joe Fennelly, it was unanimously agreed that a Civic Reception be afforded to both An Taoiseach Brian Cowan and Deputy John Moloney, Minister of State for Equality Disability and Mental Health.
56.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

On the proposal of Councillor Thomas Jacob seconded by Councillor James Deegan, it was agreed by the Members that the Minutes of the April meeting held on the 28th April 2008 as circulated be adopted and signed.
A discussion ensued regarding the adoption of the Bring Banks policy.  Concern was expressed in relation to the issue of the frequency of emptying the banks and litter fines being issued for recyclables left in the environs of the bring banks. It was suggested that the Bring Banks be emptied at more regular intervals.  

A lengthy discussion took place regarding the attendance of the Laois Fire Services at the scene of road traffic accidents. The County Manager undertook to discuss the matter with the Chief Fire Officer and revert to the Members at the next Meeting.  
57.
FIX DATE FOR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL – SUGGESTED 30TH JUNE 2008 AT 3.00 p.m.
On the proposition of Councillor William Aird seconded by Councillor John Joe Fennelly, the Members unanimously agreed that the Annual General Meeting would take place on the 30th of June 2008 at 3.00 p.m.

58.
APPROVAL TO OVERDRAFT ACCOMMODATION TO THE 31/12/2008 IN THE AMOUNT OF €6 MILLION EURO

On the proposal of Councillor William Aird seconded by Councillor Seamus McDonald, the Members unanimously approved overdraft accommodation to the 31st December 2008 in the amount of €6 million.

59.
GREEN PAPER ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT – STRONGER LOCAL DEMOCRACY OPTIONS FOR CHANGE – (ISSUES FOR INCLUSION IN SUBMISSION)
The County Manager briefed the members on the Green Paper on Local Government and stated that submissions have been invited, to be received in the DoEHLG by 31st July 2008.  It was noted that members may wish to make comment and/or include their comments in the submission on behalf of the Council. The County Manager recommended that the Council’s submission should have a strong position in relation the financial issues raised in the Paper. 

Several members made various suggestions and it was unanimously agreed that a strong submission should be submitted on this paper.
60.
HOUSING ALLOCATION 2008 
The Members were circulated with Circular N6/08 – Social Housing Allocations for 2008, SIU Circular 8/08 and a progress report with regard to delivery of Part V units in County Laois.

Anna-Marie Delaney, Director of Services outlined the allocation for this year. She advised that there may be a shortfall of approximately €5million, for which the Council may have to examine alternative financing. 

61. OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF JORA 5100 CANTEEN COMPOSTER
Ms. Ann Marie Kelly, Environment Awareness Officer, gave a presentation to the Members outlining the features of the Jora 5100 Canteen Composter
The Members complimented Ann Marie and her staff on the excellent work that had been carried out to-date including work regarding the Green Schools. The County Manager welcomed the remarks that had been made by the Members and stated that he was very appreciative of the hard work that had been done by the Environment Section.
The Members were then given a demonstration on the Composter.
 

62. DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME
The County Manager briefed the members and stated that the consultation process has now been completed. John Daly, Director of Services outlined the main changes to the Scheme following the 6 submissions received.

The Members agreed that a short adjournment would take place so that the main changes to the Scheme could be considered. This adjournment was followed by a lengthy discussion. 

ADOPTED DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME
Table 1.1
	Rate per Residential Unit:

	Category
	Within Development Boundaries as per CDP* and LAPs*
	Outside Development Boundaries as per CDP* and LAPs* &

Up to 200 m2
	Outside Development Boundaries as per CDP* and LAPs* &

> 200 m2

	Roads
	€3,000
	€1,500
	 €1,500 + €7.50 per m2 every m2 over 200m2 

	Water
	€1,000
	€1,000
	 €1,000 + €5.00 per m2 every m2 over 200m2 

	Waste-Water
	€2,000
	€2,000
	 €2,000 + €10.00 per m2 every m2 over 200m2 

	Environment
	€250
	€200
	€200 + €1.00 per m2 every m2 over 200m2 

	Amenity
	€2,250
	€1,000
	 €1,000 + €5.00 per m2 every m2 over 200m2 

	Total
	€8,500
	€5,700
	 €5,700 + €28.50 per m2 every m2 over 200m2 

	e.g. Rural House up to 200m2 with its own well and wastewater treatment the development contribution  = €2,700

e.g. Rural House larger than 200m2 with its own well and wastewater treatment the development contribution  = €2,700 + €13.50 per m2 for each m2 over 200m2

	Rate for Commercial / Industrial Development:

	Category
	Levy per m2

	Roads
	€30

	Amenity
	€15

	Total
	€45

	* - CDP = County Development Plan 2006-2012

* - LAP = Portlaoise, Portarlington, Mountmellick, Graiguecullen Local Area Plans



Other Development Types

TABLE 1.2

Charges in relation to other categories / types of development are set out below:

	
	Category of Development
	Amount of Contribution Proposed 2008 - 2012

	A
	Shortfall in provision of Car-parking space
	€6,000 per space (Greenfield)

€1,200 per space (Other)

	B
	Shortfall in open space provided
	€35 per m2

	C
	Agricultural Development
	< 500m2 = Nil

> 500m2 = €3 per m2 above limit

	D
	Land used for winning and working of materials
	€2,500 per hectare of site area.

Minimum charge = €5,000

	E
	Use of land as golf course 
	€500 per hectare of site area.

Minimum charge = €10,000 

	F
	Wind farm development
	€2,500 per turbine

	G
	Storage (Uncovered)
	€17 per m2

	H
	Development of waste facility under EPA licence
	€5,000 per hectare of site area.

Minimum charge = €5,000

	I
	Development of waste facility under LCC waste permit
	€1 per m2

	J
	Telecommunication Masts
	€15,000 per mast

	K
	Advertising Structure
	€500 each structure over 1m2 where planning permission is required

	L
	Development not in any of the above classes
	€50 per m2


Councillor James Deegan proposed the approval of the Draft Development Contribution Scheme.  This was seconded by Councillor Thomas Jacob.

A roll call vote was taken which resulted as follows:

	COUNCILLOR
	FOR 
	Against
	Absent

	William Aird
	√
	
	

	John Bonham
	√
	
	

	Patrick Bracken
	
	√
	

	Raymond Cribbin
	
	√
	

	James Daly
	
	
	√

	James Deegan
	√
	
	

	Geraldine Delaney
	
	√
	

	John Joe Fennelly
	
	√
	

	Catherine Fitzgerald
	
	√
	

	David Goodwin
	√
	
	

	Thomas Jacob
	√
	
	

	Laurence Kavanagh
	√
	
	

	Michael Lalor
	√
	
	

	Jeremiah Lodge
	
	√
	

	Seamus McDonald
	
	
	√

	Dick Miller
	
	√
	

	Paul Mitchell
	√
	
	

	Michael Moloney
	√
	
	

	John Moran
	√
	
	

	Brendan Phelan
	
	√
	

	Martin Phelan
	√
	
	

	Michael Rice
	
	√
	

	Brian Stanley
	√
	
	

	Mary Sweeney
	√
	
	

	John D. Turley
	√
	
	

	TOTAL
	14
	9
	2


The result of the Roll Call was 14 votes for the proposal and 9 against, 2 absent. 

Councillor Jerry Lodge, submitted a revised proposal that (1) the urban charge be increased by €1,000, i.e. from €6,000 to €7,000 and (2) that the implementation date to be from 1st January 2009.  This was seconded by Councillor Paddy Bracken.

A roll call vote was taken which resulted as follows:

	COUNCILLOR
	FOR 
	Against
	Absent

	William Aird
	
	√
	

	John Bonham
	
	√
	

	Patrick Bracken
	√
	
	

	Raymond Cribbin
	√
	
	

	James Daly
	
	
	√

	James Deegan
	
	√
	

	Geraldine Delaney
	√
	
	

	John Joe Fennelly
	√
	
	

	Catherine Fitzgerald
	√
	
	

	David Goodwin
	
	√
	

	Thomas Jacob
	
	√
	

	Laurence Kavanagh
	
	√
	

	Michael Lalor
	
	√
	

	Jeremiah Lodge
	√
	
	

	Seamus McDonald
	
	
	√

	Dick Miller
	√
	
	

	Paul Mitchell
	
	√
	

	Michael Moloney
	
	√
	

	John Moran
	
	√
	

	Brendan Phelan
	√
	
	

	Martin Phelan
	
	√
	

	Michael Rice
	√
	
	

	Brian Stanley
	
	√
	

	Mary Sweeney
	
	√
	

	John D. Turley
	
	√
	

	TOTAL
	9
	14
	2


The result of the Roll Call was 9 votes for the proposal and 14 against, 2 absent. 

Councillor James Deegan proposed the implementation date for new scheme to be from 1st September 2008.  This was seconded by Councillor Thomas Jacob.

A roll call vote was taken which resulted as follows:

	COUNCILLOR
	FOR 
	Against
	Absent

	William Aird
	√
	
	

	John Bonham
	√
	
	

	Patrick Bracken
	
	
	√

	Raymond Cribbin
	
	√
	

	James Daly
	
	
	√

	James Deegan
	√
	
	

	Geraldine Delaney
	
	√
	

	John Joe Fennelly
	
	√
	

	Catherine Fitzgerald
	
	√
	

	David Goodwin
	√
	
	

	Thomas Jacob
	√
	
	

	Laurence Kavanagh
	√
	
	

	Michael Lalor
	√
	
	

	Jeremiah Lodge
	
	
	√

	Seamus McDonald
	
	
	√

	Dick Miller
	
	√
	

	Paul Mitchell
	√
	
	

	Michael Moloney
	√
	
	

	John Moran
	√
	
	

	Brendan Phelan
	
	
	√

	Martin Phelan
	√
	
	

	Michael Rice
	
	
	√

	Brian Stanley
	√
	
	

	Mary Sweeney
	√
	
	

	John D. Turley
	√
	
	

	TOTAL
	14
	5
	6


The result of the Roll Call was 14 votes for the proposal and 5against, 6 absent. The Cathaoirleach declared the proposal of Councillor James Deegan seconded by Cllr. Thomas Jacob to be approved and deemed the implementation of the scheme to be 1st September 2008.
63. CORRESPONDENCE
The Members were circulated with the following items of correspondence:-

(i)
Acknowledgement from the Office of the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, in relation to the WTO.
(ii)
Acknowledgement from the Minister of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, in connection with Graigue Urban Polling District – S.I. 114 of 1994.
(iii)
Acknowledgement dated 2nd May from the Office of the Taoiseach, in relation to the WTO.

(iv)
Acknowledgement from the Office of the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, in relation to the WTO.

(v)
Response from the Office of the Minister for Education and Science, regarding the special needs sector in Laois.

(vi)
Response from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, in relation to the level of the on-the-spot litter fines.

64.
NOTICES OF MOTION
Notice of Motion No. 10/08 – Councillor William Aird
“That Laois County Council calls on the Minister for Education and Science to increase the amount of money third level students can earn over the summer holidays before affecting entitlement to the Higher Education Grant”.

This motion was seconded by Councillor Mary Sweeney.  It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Education & Science in this regard.

Notice of Motion No. 11/08 – Councillor William Aird

“That Laois County Council members be briefed by the Director of Services for Housing in relation to the following:

a/.
Is there an annual budget for purchase of housing which is available under the Part V agreement?

b/.
Are developers permitted by the regulations to build only the Part V houses in any given development?

a/.
This motion was seconded by Councillor Brian Stanley.  It was noted that the compensation payable for social houses acquired under the Part V process is funded from our annual capital allocation whereas compensation payable in respect of affordable housing is funded by way of loan finance.
b/.
Laois County Council negotiates Part V agreements in accordance with the terms of the relevant planning permission.  Part of the negotiations involves discussion and agreement with the developer regarding the phasing and delivery of the Part V units having regard to the available finances and demands.

Notice of Motion No. 12/08 – Councillor Paul Mitchell

“That Laois County Council ask the O.P.W. to re-examine Portarlington with regard to temporary office accommodation which it requires for 25 people”.

This motion was seconded by Councillor Raymond Cribbin.  It was agreed that a letter issue to the OPW in this regard.

Notice of Motion No. 13/08 – Councillor Martin Phelan
“That Laois County Council call on the Irish Government to veto the Mandelsons proposals for WTO”

This motion was seconded by Councillor William Aird.  It was agreed that a letter issue to the Government in this regard.

Notice of Motion No: 14/08 – Councillor Thomas Jacob 

(Recommendation from Portlaoise Electoral Area Committee Meeting held 24th April 2008)

“That the Members of the Portlaoise Electoral Area Committee requests the planning department of Laois County Council to no longer accept “wooden fences” as proper boundaries on any new planning application.”
This motion was seconded by Councillor William Aird.  It was noted that the SPC are reviewing this policy document in 2008 and it will be brought to the full Council once agreed by the SPC.
65.
ISSUE AT MONEYCROSS
Councillor Dick Miller raised the issue of planting of trees at Moneycross which is obstructing the view.  Mr. Michael O’Hora, A/Director of Services, advised he would investigate same.
66.
WHITE HORSE RIVER IN MOUNTRATH
Councillor John Joe Fennelly raised an issue regarding the White Horse River in Mountrath.  The County Manager advised that a meeting had taken place with the OPW in this regard and that the matter is being pursued.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:
________________

__________________________



Cathaoirleach


Director of Corporate Affairs

