MINUTES OF JUNE MONTHLY MEETING OF LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL HELD AT ÁRAS AN CHONTAE, PORTLAOISE ON THE 30TH OF JUNE 2008

PRESENT:
Councillors

John Moran
 
In the Chair





Willie Aird

John Bonham






Patrick Bracken
Ray Cribbin






James Deegan
Paul Mitchell






David Goodwin
Geraldine Delaney






J.J. Fennelly

James Daly





Thomas Jacob
Laurence Kavanagh






Michael Lalor

Jerry Lodge






Dick Miller

Seamus McDonald






Michael Moloney
Brendan Phelan





Martin Phelan
Michael Rice






Brian Stanley

Mary Sweeney





John D. Turley 

APOLOGIES:
Councillor

Catherine Fitzgerald 

IN ATTENDANCE:

Messers Peter Carey, County Manager, Gerry Gibson, Director of Services, Declan Byrne, Director of Services, Roisin Walsh, A/Head of Finance, John Daly, Director of Services, Ms. Anna Marie Delaney, Director of Services, Mr. Michael O’Hora, Senior Engineer, Ms. Angela McEvoy, A/Senior Planner, Ms. Emer Shanahan, Executive Planner, Mr. Donal Kiely, Senior Executive Planner, Ms. Carmel McNicholl, Senior Executive Officer, Mr. Pat Delaney, Administrative Officer, Ms. Georgina Ireland, A/Administrative Officer, & Ms. Catherine Gorman, A/Executive Secretary. 

67.
VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS
On the proposition of Councillor Michael Rice, seconded by Councillor Dick Miller, it was agreed that a vote of congratulations be passed and extended to Mr. Seamus Graham and his family, on his winning the Blue Square English Derby with his dog “Loyal Honcho" on 31st May 2008.  It was also unanimously agreed that a Reception be accorded to Mr. Graham in order to mark his achievement in sport.
68. BOUNDARY COMMISSION REPORT & RECOMMENDATIONS
On the proposal of Councillor Michael Lalor, seconded by Councillor Martin Phelan, it was agreed that a letter be written to the Minister of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in relation to boundary changes in the Borris-in-Ossory Electoral Area.  
69.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

On the proposal of Councillor Ray Cribbin seconded by Councillor William Aird, it was agreed by the Members that the Minutes of the May meeting held on the 26th May 2008 as circulated be adopted and signed.
70.
REPORTS ON AREA & SPC MEETINGS HELD IN JUNE 2008

On the proposal of Councillor Mary Sweeney seconded by Councillor Ray Cribbin, the reports on Area & SPC meetings held in June 2008 were noted, as circulated.

71.
PART VIII OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS, 2001 – 2007 - in respect of:
(a) Laois Towns & Villages Wastewater Improvement Scheme – Clonaslee Pumping Station No. 1

(b) Laois Towns & Villages Wastewater Improvement Scheme – Clonaslee Pumping Station No. 2

(c) Laois Towns & Villages Wastewater Improvement Scheme – Clonaslee Pumping Station No. 3

Members were circulated with the planning report on Clonaslee Pumping Stations 1, 2 & 3.   On the proposal of Councillor David Goodwin seconded by Councillor Seamus McDonald, the Members unanimously agreed to proceed with the proposed development.

72.
DISPOSAL OF LAND UNDER SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001 

On the proposition of Councillor Brian Stanley seconded by Councillor Tom Jacob, the Members unanimously agreed to the disposal of equity part of shared ownership loans as follows:-

SCHEDULE
	LOAN NO.
	ACCOUNT NAME
	ACCOUNT ADDRESS

	610143/F
	Marguerite Whelan
	Cloneygowan, Ballyfin, Co. Laois.

	610262/F
	Donal Ryan
	83 Woodgrove, Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois

	610150/F
	John McPartland

& Jennifer Lawlor
	12 Emmett Terrace, Mountmellick, Co. Laois

	610155/F
	Denis Walshe
	Church Street, Portlaoise Co. Laois

	610080/F
	Norma Skehan
	17 Borris Road, Portlaoise Co. Laois

	610238/F
	Barry O’Reilly & Caroline McDonald
	9 Liogard, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

	610245/F
	Joe Salmon & Katie Savage
	50 Rossdarragh Glen, Ratheven, Portlaoise. 

	610213/F
	Colette Behan & Justin Kearney
	5 Rahin Road, Ballylinan Co. Laois.

	610275/F
	Cora Byrne
	16 Castlemews, Kilminchy, Portlaoise, Co. Laois

	610117/F
	Douglas Bonson & Barbara Murphy
	40 Pine Villa, Portarlington, Co. Laois

	610114/F
	Jason O’Meara
	9 Broomville Court, Portlaoise, Co. Laois

	610162/F
	Karen Devoy
	 28 Rath Gailine,

Dubli   Dublin Road,

Portlaoise, Co. Laois

	610115/F
	Rachel O’Brien
	61 Borris Little, Portlaoise

	610127/F
	Siobhan Ryan (Prone)
	 70 Woodgrove,

 Ballyfin Road

Portlaoise, Co. Laois

	610236/F
	Celine Scully
	85 The Hermitage, Portlaoise, Co. Laois

	610191/F
	Pat & Noelle Fitzpatrick.
	27 Shannon Road, Mountrath, Co. Laois

	610173/F
	Sabrina Carroll.
	42 St. Brigids Place, Portlaoise, Co. Laois

	610216/F
	Dawn & Patrick Ogbonna.
	161 Crann Nua, Portarlington, Co. Laois

	610235/F
	Christopher Nolan.
	13 Rahin Wood, Ballylinan.

	610250/F
	Pamela,

Maureen &

Susan Byrne
	 27 The Willow,

 Forest Park,

Portlaoise, Co. Laois

	LOAN NO.
	ACCOUNT NAME
	ACCOUNT ADDRESS

	610273/F
	Damien O’Malley
	39 Grove Park, 

Mountmellick, Co. Laois.

	610256/F
	Thomas Kiernan
	43 kilnacourt Woods.

Portarlington

Co. Laois

	610158/F
	Fiona Baldwin
	Chapel Street,

Ballinakill, Co. Laois.

	610131/F
	Martina Keegan
	63 The Hermitage,

Portlaoise. Co. Laois.

	610161/F
	Cynthia Mannion
	373

The Cherryblossoms,

Kilnacourt Wood

Portarlington, Co. Laois

	610227/F
	Lisa Finane.
	22 Mooreville,

Rathdowney, Co. Laois

	610153/F
	Gavin and Helen Keegan
	36 Pine Villa,

Portarlington,

Co. Laois

	610180/F
	Loretta McDonald
	42 Mels Street,

Kilminchy,

Portlaoise, Co. Laois

	610145/F
	Trevor & Valerie Jones
	49 Ashgrove,

Mountmellick, Co. Laois

	610054/F
	James Henneberry & Martina Tyrell
	Coolderry,

Ballacolla Co. Laois

	610107/F
	Brendan & Carole Hearns
	Ralish, Abbeyleix,

Co. Laois

	610182/F
	Jean Ryan
	30 Liogard,

Portlaoise, Co. Laois


73.
PROPOSED VARIATION OF LAOIS COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2006-2012 AND LOCAL AREA PLANS FOR PORTLAOISE, PORTARLINGTON, MOUNTMELLICK AND GRAIGUECULLEN – VARIATION NO. 1 – CAR PARKING STANDARDS

Members were circulated with details of the proposed variation of Laois County Development Plan 2006-2012 (Variation No. 1 – Car Parking Standards).  The members were advised that there was a need to bring Laois in line with other counties and make the County more competitive in the area of commercial development.  The current office car park provision in all development plans is based on one car space per 10 square metres and it is recommended that the provision be reduced to one car space per 20 sq.m. of office development.  
A discussion then ensued regarding the proposed variation to Development Plan and the Members expressed concern in relation to the implications of same on small businesses throughout the County.  On the proposition of Councillor James Deegan seconded by Councillor Paul Mitchell, the proposed Variation of Laois County Development Plan 2006-2012 and Local Area Plans for Portlaoise, Portarlington, Mountmellick and Graiguecullen – Variation No. 1 – Car Parking Standards was adopted by the Members.
74. TAKING IN CHARGE OF ‘WHITEFIELDS’, STATION ROAD, PORTARLINGTON, CO. LAOIS.
On the proposition of Councillor Paul Mitchell seconded by Councillor Ray Cribbin, the Members unanimously agreed to the taking in charge of ‘Whitefields’, Station Road, Portarlington, Co. Laois.

75.
REVISED TAKING IN CHARGE OF HOUSING ESTATES POLICY FROM PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION SPC

The Members were circulated with a copy of the Revised Taking in Charge of Housing Estates Policy.  The Policy was discussed and it was noted that the main change to this policy is that the taking-in-charge issue will now be dealt with at pre-planning stage, which the members welcomed, as this will address many of the current problems being experienced through the County in relation to taking-in-charge of estates.  The Policy was agreed by the Planning and Transportation SPC.  
On the proposition of Councillor Michael Rice seconded by Councillor John Joe Fennelly, the Members unanimously agreed to the draft policy on Taking in Charge of Housing Estates.

76.
AMENDMENTS AND ADDITIONS TO ROAD TRAFFIC (SPEED LIMITS) (COUNTY OF LAOIS) BYE-LAWS 2007

The members were circulated with Amendments to the Road Traffic (Speed Limits) (County of Laois) Bye-Laws 2007.  The Members unanimously agreed to First Schedule (Proposed Additions to Existing Bye-Laws for 50 kph Speed Zones) and Fourth Schedule (Proposed Additions to Existing 30kph Special Speed Limit Bye-Laws).
A lengthy discussion ensued with regard to First Schedule (Proposed Amended Bye-Laws for 50kph Speed Zones) and it was agreed that this item would be deferred to the July Meeting in order for further clarification to be sought on same.
77. PRESENTATION ON BROADBAND AUDIT OF COUNTY LAOIS 

Mr. Mike Ward, Innovation/Business Executive, WESTBIC, gave a presentation to the Members on Broadband Audit of County Laois, including research methodology, contextual background, market for Broadband in Ireland, rollout schemes and Broadband sample survey (Broadband access and use in County Laois).
The Cathaoirleach thanked Mr. Ward for his briefing on behalf of the Council.

78.     a)
SECTION 85 AGREEMENT WITH OFFALY COUNTY COUNCIL – PORTARLINGTON TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT FEASIBILITY STUDY (LEAD AUTHORITY – LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL)

b)
SECTION 85 AGREEMENT WITH CARLOW COUNTY COUNCIL – CARLOW NORTHERN RELIEF ROAD EXTENSION (FROM R430 CASTLECOMER ROAD TO R448 KILKENNY ROAD) (LEAD AUTHORITY – LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL)


The members were circulated with Section 85 Agreement with Offaly County Council – Portarlington Transportation and Traffic Management Feasibility Study.
On the proposition of Councillor Paul Mitchell seconded by Councillor James Daly, the Members unanimously agreed to the agreement with Offaly County Council.
The members were circulated with Section 85 Agreement with Carlow County Council – Carlow Northern Relief Road Extension (From R430 Castlecomer Road to R448 Kilkenny Road).
On the proposition of Councillor James Daly seconded by Councillor Ray Cribbin, the Members unanimously agreed to the agreement with Carlow County Council.
79. LAUNCH OF ANNUAL REPORT 2007
The members were circulated with a CD copy of the Annual Report 2007 containing highlights of the 2007 operational year.

80.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Members were circulated with and noted the following items of correspondence:-

(i)
Response from the OPW dated 23rd June 2008 regarding Notice of Motion 12/08 in relation the possible re-examination of Portarlington as a temporary location for 25 people (decentralised offices).

It was agreed by the members that the OPW should be contacted once again in relation to this issue.

(ii)
Correspondence dated 4th June 2008 from Listowel Town Council – Notice of Motion “That we the Town Council put in place a policy that all our future housing stock for our elderly/living alone be fitted with a “peep-hole” in their front doors, in doing so giving these tenants a sense of independence and security”.
(iii)
Correspondence dated 6th June 2008 from Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council – Notice of Motion “That this Council views with concern any attempt to introduce “Fixed Odds Betting Terminals” (F.O.T.B.s) into bookmakers’ shops, because of the addictive nature of this type of betting and calls on the Minister for Finance and the Government not to allow their introduction and that Local Authorities exercise any veto they have in legislation to prevent their installation”.

On the proposition of Councillor William Aird seconded by Councillor Brian Stanley, the Members unanimously agreed with the above Notice of Motion from Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council.
(iv) Response dated 26th June 2008 from the Environment Policy Section, Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, in relation to on-the-spot litter fines.

(v) Correspondence from Portarlington Leisure Centre, regarding the nomination of Members to Board of Management.  On the proposition of Councillor John Joe Fennelly seconded by Councillor William Aird, the Members unanimously agreed to re-elect the following to the Board of Management:
Councillor Ray Cribbin

Councillor James Deegan

Councillor Paul Mitchell

81.
NOTICES OF MOTION
Notice of Motion No. 15/08 – Councillor Martin Phelan
“That Laois County Council call on the Minister of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government Mr. John Gormley, T.D., to consider a deposit on all bottles and cans which contain beer, wine & spirits and refund the deposit when the bottles and cans are presented to any store which sell them”.

This motion was seconded by Councillor William Aird.  It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister in this regard and also circulated to each Local Authority in the country.
Notice of Motion No. 16/08 – Councillor Martin Phelan
“That Laois County Council have a progress report on the building of new Motorway M7/M8”.

The motion was seconded by Councillor John Joe Fennelly.  The members were circulated with a briefing report on the progress to end June 2008 of the M7/M8 PPP Motorway Scheme.

(Contract Award: 14th June 2008 – Road Open: September 2010)
Concern was expressed by many of the members regarding the state of roads affected by the M7/M8 construction and effect of the heavy vehicles being used to clear sites adjacent to Coogan’s Forge and Anngrove Cross. 

A commitment was given to the Members that the contractors would be requested to address the situation as a matter of urgency.
Notice of Motion No. 17/08 – Councillor John Joe Fennelly
“That Laois County Council give an update in relation to the upgrade of the sewerage schemes for the 6 grouped towns that are included in the one bundle and when contracts will be signed to enable construction to commence in view of the fact that a commitment was given that contracts would be signed in the Autumn of this year and what is the current timescale at this stage”.

This motion was seconded by Councillor Martin Phelan.  The members were briefed with regard to the upgrade of the sewerage schemes for the 6 grouped towns.  
(Construction Commencement: second quarter of 2009).
Notice of Motion No. 18/08 – Councillor Brian Stanley
“That Laois County Council contact the Minister for Transport to impress on him the need to change the present system of regulating the taxi trade and in particular the issuing of licences.”

This motion was seconded by Councillor Tom Jacob.  It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister in this regard.
The County Manager advised the members that sanction has been received from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government for the development of Mountmellick Library.

Councillor John Joe Fennelly congratulated all concerned on the marvellous job done on Abbeyleix Library.  The Cathaoirleach also wished to be associated with same.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:
________________

__________________________



Cathaoirleach


Director of Corporate Affairs

