Submission C1

From: Portlaoise Pictures [mailto:portlaoisepictures@eircom.net]
Sent: 10 April 2018 15:33
To: PortlaoiseLAP
Subject: Portlaoise Draft Local Area Plan submission

To Whom It May Concern
Given his great work with the Tidy Towns committee, I propose that the County Council clean the river
and 'do up' the ridiculously-titled River Triogue Linear Park and rename it the Jerry Lodge Memorial
Park. As an ongoing tribute to all Mr Lodge did for the town, I further propose that the river and Park
should never again suffer the neglect that has, for far too long, characterised what could and should
have been a valuable civic amenity.

Thank you,
John Dunne
www.portlaoisepictures.com
P.S. I am not a Fianna Fáil supporter.

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Kilminchy,
Portlaoise
22/04/2018
Senior Planning Officer,
LCC
Re: Local Area Plan (LAP) Portlaoise
Dear Sir/Madam,
I have reviewed the draft LAP for Portlaoise and the key objectives with regard
to the older person are paralleled in the renewal plan: a Vision of Portlaoise, a
Strategy for a Better Town 2017 to 2040 and Beyond. These are
Chapter 10: Town Centre Revitalisation
Chapter 12: Transport and Movement
Chapter 13: Housing
Chapters 15 & 16: Heritage.
They include plans for appropriate pedestrian and cycling facilities, adequate
car parking and bus linkages and independent living areas which are town
centred for the older person. Cultural and historical aspects also form an
essential plan for the town centre.
The Portlaoise Active Retirement Association (PARA) has in fact reviewed the
2040 plan and which has been submitted to The Down Town Committee. I am
attaching a copy of same. In addition, as some of the PARA members may be
interested in the LAP, I have emailed one of their officers to advise the group
re online/county hall access to it and the closing date for any submissions.
To make an initial move on pedestrian facilities, Geraldine Delaney (LCC) and
myself walked part of the Blueway and we will submit our findings in due
course.
I hope that this information will be useful when executing the LAP.
Sincerely,
Miriam Crowe, Older Persons Forum.
c.c.: Geraldine Delaney, Laois Older Persons Forum, LCC.

Kilminchy,
Portlaoise
Ms Angela Marshall,
Staff Officer, Roads Dept.,
Laois County Council.
And Secretary to Down Town Committee. (DTC)

27/03/2018

Re: Portlaoise Town Renewal Plan review by PARA
Dear Angela,
The Portlaoise Active Retirement Association (PARA) has reviewed the town
renewal plan and below are the points raised/suggested. I wish to
acknowledge and thank the members for their input.
Firstly, regarding the plan to connect the Old Town (OT) with the New Town,
(NT)--it appears that all regular and routine shopping will be conducted in the
NT., therefore, to attract people to the OT, it will need to have niche shopping,
cafes, enhanced cultural/historical features in addition to the current services.
Walking.
It is important
 that all footpaths and pedestrian routes are well structured with no gaps
or raised surfaces & with safe egress/access. Overgrowth of any
shrubbery along a route will need to be avoided. At Lyster Square which
is a substantial area, non-slip outdoor tiles could be laid.
 that all footpaths and pedestrian routes are wide enough to
accommodate wheelchairs, buggies, mobility scooters and other
ambulatory devices. This includes where bistro furniture may be allowed
on footpaths.
 there is sufficient lighting for darker times and areas & that at
pedestrian crossings, in addition to the lighting-- legible, visible & aural
mechanisms of information should be in situ. The time allowed for
crossing should be adequate and the shortest possible crossing route
should be chosen.
 if cycle lanes are established along the pedestrian routes, they will need
to be clearly defined and not encroach on the walking facility, eg the
blue route.
Another issue is

 Fouling: bird droppings at the railway bridge, Mountmellick Road have
been highlighted. This is not just a nuisance but a slip/fall risk. Irish Rail
may be responsible for the bridges but can we communicate with them
re installing bird spikes on the bridges in town. Dog fouling can pose the
same problem.
A walkability audit through all pedestrian ways to include persons representing
all age groups and disabilities ought be conducted and this would inform the
planning process.
Vehicular transport.
(a) Bus.
Although there are a number of bus services through the town, the service
connecting to trains and within residential areas is poor. A questionnaire
throughout the estates would give us a broader picture on this matter.
(b) Cars
Cars will always be with us so car parking facilities are required. The
underground car park at Lyster Square (LS) is not appealing to the older person
for safety and security reasons. This needs to be addressed with precise
information on it’s planned features. Ground level parking around LS will
facilitate short durations of stay for shops, banking etc--- The current free half
hour is poor and this ought be extended. Same applies to Market Square and
Main Street.

Street furniture.
Seating will need to be placed at intervals along James Fintan Lalor Avenue, LS
and all pedestrian routes eg the blue route.

Cultural/historical area.
Following on from the relocation of courthouse facilities, the courthouse could
become the hub of cultural/historical activities. This would breathe new life
into the main street and environs and connect with the Fort project.

Living in the town.
It would be very appropriate to convert part of the now convent/school area
into residential housing for the older person as this area is close to the planned
new library and within walking distance of the main street. Naas has
established such independent living units for the older person in the former
convent and additional builds beside it. Community facilities could be
incorporated.

Points by other interested people.
Cycling.
Irrespective of the reason to cycle, eg recreational or work, all cycle lanes need
to be well delineated with structure, safety, egress/access etc informing
decisions.
Landscaping.
Trees are not only visually appealing and good for the environment, they also
give shade. With deciduous trees, will leaf fall need to be managed in order to
reduce risk of slip/fall.
Lower Main Street.
It was suggested to roof in the lower main street as was done in a temporary
way for the Fort Festival. Feasibility of same needs to be assessed.

I hope that all points above will be of value to and enable discussion by the
DTC.

Sincerely,
Miriam Crowe
Laois Older Persons Forum

c.c.: Trudi Nealon & Maureen Bradley, PARA Officers.
c.c.: Geraldine Delaney, Laois Older Persons Forum, LCC.
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Submission C4

A Chara,
I wish to make a submission re the Draft Portlaoise Local Area Plan 2018 to 20214 regarding the
Maltings site, Harpurs Lane, Portlaoise. The site is located within 350M from the Market Square, the
Main Street and also the town’s Railway station, which serves the main Dublin to Cork line. It is,
therefore, within walking distance from a major transport hub, and the zoning and permitted uses in
the new LAP ought reflect it’s strategic location. It is pointless recognising a key site like the Maltings
as an “Opportunity Site” in the LAP and in the same plan, restricting the uses of this key site. Nobody
can predict the opportunities that might present over the lifetime of the LAP, a period of six years.
The owners have secured both pedestrian and cycleway access and egress to and from the railway
station and town centre, as shown on the attached map.
The proposed zoning and matrix restricts the uses of this site drastically- much less than the current
zoning. It deprives the town of the future possibility of a variety of uses (including office and other
uses), and therefore may result in the loss of commuter friendly jobs. It reduces the flexibility of the
site, and will make the development of the site less likely to be delivered within the lifetime of the
plan.
The site has the unique advantage that it offers companies and employees the opportunity to locate
a satellite office (from Dublin for example) within 45 minutes train journey from Heuston station and
without the need for car usage. An indigenous new industry, for example, could decide to locate in
the Maltings and avail of the car free lifestyle and the reasonably priced and available
accommodation. No other site is located as close to the train station, and the site is serviced with
main water and sewage, and is ripe for development.
The town centre location of the Irish Rail station is one of the main advantages that the Portlaoise
enjoys, and this draft plan does not allow it to benefit the town, but instead the railway line appears
to form a mental boundary for Town Centre zoning for the Planners, a line beyond which the zoning
must not extend. Instead the planners should utilise the location of the railway station, and zone this
key “Opportunity Site” with a very broad range of uses.
This plan, as proposed, will deprive the town of employment opportunities over the six year lifetime
of the plan. It restricts the flexibility of the Maltings site and must be corrected in the final
document.
This range of uses can be achieved simply by zoning the site a Town Centre site.
I trust that this submission will be carefully considered and that the Maltings Site will be designated
as Town Centre which is a more appropriate zoning.
I would be obliged if you can acknowledge this submission,
Kind Regards,
Pat Flanagan
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Jason Redmond & Associates Consulting Engineers
5 Lismard Court, Portlaoise, Co Laois

Civil Structural
Project Management

Phon Ph: 05786 81155 E-mail: info@jrassc.ie www.jrassc.ie

Draft Plan Consultation
Portlaoise Local Area
Plan 2018-2024
Submission in respect of former Midland Dairy Site,
Mountrath Road,
Portlaoise,
Co Laois

On behalf of
The Booth Partnership

Prepared by Jason Redmond and Associates Consulting Engineers

1st May 2018
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3.0

This submission is made in response to the recent notice in the Leinster Express
and as notified on Laois County Council (LCC) Website. The council have
requested submissions in respect of Portlaoise Local Area Plan 2018-2024.
This submission is made on behalf of the Booth Partnership, Ballymullen,
Abbelyleix, Co Laois

The site is located on the Mountrath Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois. The site is
outlined in red on the attached plan 18.121-SK-01 This map is an excerpt from
the current Map 2 from the Proposed Draft Local Area Plan. The site area is circa
1.35Ha
The site is currently undeveloped and is currently zoned Edge of Centre.
It is proposed under the Draft Local Area plan that the lands are to be zoned
Residential 2 – New Proposed Residential
It is submitted that the zoning proposed of Residential 2 is perfectly suitable
for the subject site and is completely endorsed by the Landowner.

THE CASE FOR ZONING
3.1

3.2

The front portion of the site was previously granted permission for a Retail Shop,
Pub, Off Licence, restaurant under reg reference 09/764 which was extended
under reg reference 16/2 until 2021.
The subject site has prime access and frontage onto the Dublin Road. Foul
drainage, water supply and Storm drainage are all readily accessible. The roads
and drainage connection have all been approved by Laois County Council, an
Bord Pleanala and subsequently permission was extended by Laois County
Council also.
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3.3

3.4

Market conditions are such that a residential development has now become
economically feasible and our client, subject to the lands being zoned residential
would propose to apply for housing development on the site in the short term.
Our client has a track record of advancing developments and would welcome the
proposed zoning of the site and move forward the lands in a proactive fashion.

Signed:_____________
Jason Redmond
BEng, CEng, Eur Ing, P. Grad. Dip Proj Man,
P. Grad. Dip High & Geot., Chartered Engineer
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Subject Site - Former
Midland Dairies Site

Submission in Respect of 2018-2024 Draft
Portlaoise LAP on Behalf of Booth
Partnership
Drawing No 18.121-SK-01
Date 1st May 2018

