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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Background to this Application  

This report has been prepared to support a Part 8 planning submission for works to 
enhance the public realm surrounding the historic Fort Protector in Portlaoise, Co. 
Laois. The report should be read in conjunction with drawings by Lotts Architecture 
Nos. 296-P01 and P02 (Proposal) and 296-S01 and S02 (Existing). 

The works are to be carried out with funding from the Department of Culture 
Heritage and Gaeltacht under the Historic Towns Initiative grant scheme.  

The objective of the project is to improve the presentation of the Fort, which marks 
the foundation of the settlement of Portlaoise, as part of the wider regeneration of 
the town centre under the public realm plan published in 2017, entitled ‘2040 and 
Beyond: A Vision for Portlaoise’.   

1.2 Proposed Works 

The works proposed under the Part 8 application will be carried out in two phases. 

Phase 1 will include: 

 Redevelopment of Fitzmaurice Place as a public park 

 Demolition of a flat-roofed concrete structure within the NE corner of the Fort  

 Construction of a timber viewing platform in the NE corner of the Fort, and new 
ground surfaces in this area 

 Fitting a new gate in the existing opening in the Fort wall on Tower Hill side 

 New parking spaces and public lighting on the northern side of Tower Hill 

Phase 2 will include: 

 Removal of telegraph poles and overhead wires on Tower Hill and Railway Street 
(south of Tower Hill) and replacement with new lamp standards. 

 Repaving of Tower Hill and Railway Street (south of Tower Hill) 

Parallel to these works, repairs will be carried out to the fabric of the Fort walls 
under a Section 57 Declaration.  

1.3 Protection Status 

1.3.1 Architectural heritage 

There are a number of protected structures adjoining the proposed works area: 

RPS 468    Fort Protector 
RPS 186a    Old St Peter’s Church, Railway Street 
RPS 186b    Graveyard, Railway Street  
RPS 951, 957 & 958 St Mary’s CBS School, Tower Hill 
RPS 955    Former VEC, Tower Hill 
RPS 959    Post box, Tower Hill 
RPS No. 475 & 476:  Former Presentation Convent & Tower, Church Avenue  



FORT PROTECTOR PUBLIC REALM ENHANCEMENT APRIL 2018 

 ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 

lotts  architecture and urbanism ltd   5 of 37 

A Conservation Plan on the Fort Protector has been prepared by Lotts Architecture 
in 2015-2018. 

1.3.2 Archaeological Designations 

There are three recorded monuments at the site of the proposed works: 

LA013-041   Historic town 
LA013-041001  Castle (Fort Protector) 
LA013-041005  Mill 

An archaeological Impact Assessment report on the proposal has been prepared by 
Colm Flynn Archaeology and accompanies this Part 8 submission. 
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PART I:  DESCRIPTION OF SITE 

2.0 Historical Analysis 

2.1 Outline History of the Fort Protector 

The Fort Protector was built in 1548 by Francis Bryan, Marshall of Ireland, to enforce 
control over the O’More territories of Laois. The Fort was built on the site known to 
the Irish as ‘Campa’ and housed a garrison sent from Dublin to secure the area 
under Sir Edward Bellingham, the King’s Lord Deputy from 1548–1549.  

The building of the forts was part of a new push, instigated under Henry VIII, to 
impose English rule and law over the whole of Ireland, hitherto confined to the Pale 
and the confiscated territory of Kildare. The fort was named in honour of Edward 
Seymour (1500–1552), first Duke of Somerset, who briefly ruled as Regent of 
England during the minority of his nephew Edward VI, holding the titles ‘Lord 
Protector of the Realm’ and ‘Governor of the King's Person’.  

As early as 1552 it was proposed that market towns be established at both forts. A 
first attempt in 1551 at a plantation of Laois and Offaly was unsuccessful, but in 
1556, during the joint reign of Mary I and her Spanish consort Phillip, the territories 
were formally confiscated and two new counties were created, named Queen’s 
County and King’s County. The forts and their associated settlements were renamed 
Maryborough and Philipstown.  

2.2 Historical Evolution of the Site 

2.2.1 Earlier Development 

The reason for the choice of location for the Fort Protector is uncertain. The nearby 
townland name ‘Borris’ is indicative of a medieval borough and it is possible that a 
hamlet survived in the area related to the medieval borough (Bradley et al. 1984). 
However, the townlands ‘Borris Great’ and ‘Borris Little’ lie well outside the town to 
the north east, and it is therefore unlikely that the location of such a borough would 
correspond to that of the Fort. The use by the Gaelic Irish of the name ‘Campa’, 
meaning ‘camp’ implies that it was created in the open, rather than at a pre-existing 
settlement.   

2.2.2 Map of Tudor Plantation of ‘Leis’ and ‘Offalie’, c. 1563 

The parts of Laois and Offaly which were planted in the 1550’s are depicted on a 
contemporary map, which survives in three versions, known as the Cotton map 
(British Library), the Carew map (TCD Library) and the Grenwich map. These maps, 
in particular the Cotton map, give unique insight into the landscape, political 
divisions and buildings of early modern Laois and Offaly.  

Portlaoise is marked on the Cotton Map as ‘Protectour’, depicted by a small 
vignette in three dimensions. A similar image is also reproduced on the Carew copy 
of the map, marked ‘Marybrugh’. Both images show the rectangular enclosure with 
round flanking bastion at the NE angle, a gatehouse or archway on the western 
wall, the castle on the SW corner. The interior appears to contain some smaller 
structures or enclosures. In neither depiction is the enclosure of the town shown 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duke_of_Somerset
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Protector
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Protector
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outside of the Fort, which would seem to indicate that the settlement did not 
extend outside until some time later.  

 
Fig.  1: Extract from Map of Leis and Offalie, c. 1563 (British Library, Cotton MS, Augustus I, ii, 40), showing Fort 
Protector and its context 

  

Fig.  2: ‘Plot of the Forte of Maribrough’, c. 1560 (Hardiman Atlas, TCD ref. 1209/10) 
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2.2.3 Carew Plan of the Fort of Maryborough 

An undated ‘plot of the forte of Maribrough’ is part of a collection of nearly 70 maps 
assembled by George Carew (1555-1629), now held by Trinity College Dublin. The 
coloured drawing shows the Fort in a composite plan-elevation with measurements 
of its principal features in contemporary yards.  

The line of the stream shown follows the line of Church Avenue today, the site of 
today’s Fitzmaurice Place is located by the circular corner tower. 

2.2.4 Map of Fort and Town of Maryborough, c. 1560 

 
Fig.  3: Map of Maryborough, c. 1560 (British National Archives, Kew MPF 1/277) 

A map held in the British National Archives in Kew (MPF 1/277) of unidentified 
origin and date (c. 1560), depicts the Fort and town around the time of its 
foundation. The map is schematic in nature but gives some insight into the historic 
form of the site for the proposed development.  

 A ditch is shown on all four sides of the Fort. Archaeological excavations at the 
former Shaws’ site close to the SE corner on the south side showed that there 
was in actual fact no ditch in that location. The explanation for this appears to 
be the proximity of this corner to the stream which ran through the town, 
probably the original course of the Triogue River. It must be assumed that a 
ditch existed in other locations. 

 At the Fitzmaurice Place side, the stream is shown running outside the eastern 
side of the Fort. This stream is now culverted under Church Avenue and formed 
the millrace for later mills on this site. No buildings are shown between the Fort 
and the stream. A mill is indicated east of the circular corner tower. The former 
Presentation Convent is shown as a ‘Storehouse’ with a stone tower, which 
guarded the main entrance into the town. 
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 The Tower Hill side, on the northern side of the Fort, is shown as a street, 
having one of three entrances into the town, with three houses. 

 The town did not extend beyond the western side of the Fort, therefore 
Railway Street was then outside the town. The main entrance into the Fort is 
shown on that side with what appears to be a bridge over the surrounding 
ditch. 

 
Fig.  4: Extract from Map of Maryborough, c. 1560 (British National Archives, Kew MPF 1/277), showing stream, mill 
and millrace 

2.2.5 Seventeenth-Century Development 

After 100 years as a military fortification the Fort was taken by Cromwell’s generals 
Hewson and Reynolds in 1650 and disabled as a military fortress. The Castle, which 
stood at the southwest corner, appears to have been destroyed at this time, leaving 
the remainder of the perimeter wall in place. The Cromwellian ‘Down Survey’, 1656-
58, shows a ‘Castle’, ‘Fort’ and indicates the ‘towne’ lying south of them. 

 
Fig.  5: Extract from William Petty’s ‘Down Survey’ barony map of Maryborough (North at bottom of the map) 
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2.2.6 Eighteenth-Century Development  

The Parnell Estate map of 1721 concentrates on the landholdings of the Parnell 
family in the Queen’s County, but also includes a small map to show numbered 
properties in the town.  

 
Fig.  6: Enlarged extract from Parnell Estate map of 1721 showing a large open market place to the south of the Fort. 
Also shown are the Old Barracks and (possibly) the Castle (National Library of Ireland).  

 
Fig.  7: Extract from Bridges estate Map of 1766 (Local Studies Section Laois County Library) 
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Although schematic and not annotated, the map is accurate in most details, 
showing the fair green at the site of Market Square, Main Street, the set-back at the 
earlier courthouse (also shown on Bridges map of 1766), the lower square, Bridge 
Street, the Triogue River in its present course, Ridge Road and Borris Road. The 
outline of the Fort is shown, with Church Street, St Peter’s Church, Railway Street, 
Tower Hill and Church Avenue/the millrace. Within the Fort, the Old Barracks and 
the Castle are shown. The Castle is drawn as a U-shape and appears to sit inside the 
Fort rather than on its corner. Given the schematic nature of the depiction, the 
outline might be taken to denote the edge of the street rather than the actual wall 
of the Fort.  

The Bridges estate map of 1766 map is drawn at a larger scale and provides more 
detail. The purpose is to record the properties of the Bridges family (plots edged in 
red). The Fort is not given prominence, probably reflecting its disappearance from 
view in the streetscape by 1766. Two-storey houses are shown on both sides of the 
‘Main Street of Maryburrow’, with rear gardens extending to the Fort wall. The line 
of the Fort wall is denoted by a row of small squares. The same style is used on the 
north side of the Fort and the south wall of St Peter’s churchyard.  

 ‘Church Lane’ (Railway Street) is shown with single-storey houses backing onto 
the Fort over its full length. St Peter’s Church is depicted with a small elevation 
showing a four-stage tower with pointed roof and weather vane, and a two-
storey nave. 

 ‘Barrack Lane’ (Tower Hill) has single-storey houses on the north side only, 
leaving the Fort wall exposed to view as it is today, with houses only close to 
the NE corner, probably the barracks. 

 What is now Fitzmaurice Place is shown built upon. It is edged in red, denoting 
ownership by the Bridges family. A mill is shown in the same location as on the 
1560s map of two centuries earlier. 

 ‘Bridewell Lane’ (Church Avenue) is shown lined with single-storey houses, and 
these are on both sides where it runs parallel to the Fort.  

2.2.7 Nineteenth-Century Development 

The Ordnance Survey first edition map shows the Fort, internally subdivided in 
similar manner to today, but with fewer buildings. Notably the eastern half is 
unbuilt upon, the mill not yet having expanded into it, and the Scoil Mhuire not yet 
in existence. The ‘flour mill’ and ‘mill pond’ are shown as well as the convent before 
its enlargement in the 1870s. 

A town plan at scale of 5 feet to one mile was prepared at the same time 
(unpublished), in which the floowing features are shown: 

 A ‘Draw Well’, annotated in Gothic script indicating an ancient feature, is 
shown to the NE corner. This feature may lie within the proposed works area, 
or may have been removed when the current buildings were constructed.  

 A ‘mill pond’, ‘flour mill’ and a series of buildings are shown on the site of 
Fitzmaurice Place.  
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 A raised bank on the east and part of the north and south sides within the Fort, 
though not within the proposed works area. 

 
Fig.  8: First edition Ordnance Survey of 1839, original scale 6” to 1 mile. 

  
Fig.  9: Extract from Ordnance Survey unfinished Town Plan of 1839, scale 5’ to 1” 
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Fig.  10: Extract from nineteenth century estate map [name? date?] 

An estate map dating to the later nineteenth century shows the same structures on 
the Fitzmaurice Place site to a similar level of detail. 

The Griffith Valuation town plan, which dates from 1850, shows the cluster of mill 
buildings and the mill pond to the northeast of the Fort, with little change in layout 
evident from the 1839 town plan. A small building is shown to abut the circular 
tower on the eastern side. 
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Fig.  11: Griffith valuation Town Plan, 1850 



FORT PROTECTOR PUBLIC REALM ENHANCEMENT APRIL 2018 

 ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 

lotts  architecture and urbanism ltd   15 of 37 

2.2.8 Twentieth-Century Development 

  
Fig.  12: Ordnance Survey map of 1907, original scale 25” to 1 mile. 

Some developments are evident in the 1907 OS map, most notably the removal of 
small scale housing on the site of today’s Fitzmaurice Place, and replacement with 
an industrial mill building. This mill building and adjacent structures are illustrated 
in 1910 advertisement for Odlum’s Mill. 

 
Fig.  13: Image of Odlums Mill, c. 1910 (www.portlaoisepictures .com) 
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Additional development included the Victorian houses on Railway Street and Tower 
Hill and various outbuildings. 

The Catholic church (since demolished), Presentation convent and mill pond are 
documented in the Eason Photographic Collection, dating from the early twentieth 
century. 

 

 
Fig.  14: Eason Photographic Collection photograph of Mill Pond, Catholic Church and Presentation Convent, c.1900-
1920 (NLI) 

 A bird’s-eye photograph of 1932 shows the eastern part of the Fort prior to the 
construction of Scoil Mhuire. Half of the Fort can be seen as an open unbuilt area, 
known locally as the ‘Rampart Field’. 

 Fitzmaurice Place is shown built over by the industrial buildings of Odlum’s Mills. 
The former mill pond had become a green strip of ground planted with trees outside 
the eastern wall of the Fort. 

The former Catholic church can be seen alongside the Presentation convent on 
Church Avenue, forming a Catholic precinct typical of Irish nineteeth-century town 
expansion. 
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Fig.  15: Aerial photo of the ‘Rampart Field’, Odlums Mill, Catholic Church and Presentation Convent, 1932 
(courtesy of Sean Murray, original source to be confirmed) 

 
Fig.  16: Aerial view c. 1960 (www.portlaoisepictures.com) 
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Fig.  17: Odlums Mills, c. 1980 with earlier house and Fort in background (www.portlaoise pictures.com, courtesy of 
Mary Phelan) 

 

 
Fig.  18: Round bastion with Odlums Mills in background (courtesy Michael Scully) 
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Fig.  19 Current aerial view (Bing maps, 2018) 
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3.0 Description of the Fort Protector and Context 

3.1 Natural Topography and Urban Context 

The site for the Fort appears to have been selected to command a relatively flat 
expanse extending between the Sliabh Bloom Mountains to the northwest and the 
Dysart hills and Cullenagh Mountain to the east and south. An esker, the Ridge of 
Maryborough, formed a natural line of defence to the east. The Fort was built on 
sloping ground which extends down to the original meandering course of the 
Triogue River. The Castle was positioned at the highest point on the southwest 
corner, and the Triogue curved around the southeast corner. The ‘Store House’ was 
aligned to the southeast corner on the other side of the Triogue to guard the 
entrance to the town which surrounded the Fort on three sides. The first St Peter’s 
Church was built on an east-west axis to the west of the Fort.  

The Fort is located in the heart of the town of Portlaoise, set at an angle to the 
course of the Main Street, the buildings on the north side extending back to its walls. 
To the east the curve of the Triogue is reflected in the serpentine form of Church 
Avenue. Church Street/Tower Hill run parallel to the north side. Railway Street 
splays slightly away from the west side to bypass the corner tower which formerly 
projected from its corner. 

3.2 Fort wall 

The Fort wall survives in part on all four sides of the Fort, in some places modified or 
breached, and possibly lowered in height. It is built of rubble stone, and no evidence 
was found of a render finish. Both faces are formed with a battered surface. On the 
inside, a more roughly finished vertical bottom section is visible in places, which may 
have been covered by the internal earthen bank, shown on OS maps of 1834 and 
1907. The town plan of c. 1560 shows an internal raised bank around the inside of 
the  walls with steps where it is interrupted at the main gateway and at the corner 
castle. An accurately levelled measured survey of the full circuit has been carried out 
as a basis for conservation work. 

3.3 Public Realm in Fitzmaurice Place 

 The public realm at Fitzmaurice Place is formed in two levels. The upper part is an 
expansive triangular area consisting of a grassed strip along the Fort wall 
corresponding to the length of the mill building, and a large area paved in concrete 
brick pavers in a variety of patterns, which slopes down towards the narrow end 
Tower Hill in the north-west and towards the wider end at Church Avenue to the 
south east.  

Features of this space include the Fitzmaurice Monument of 2001 at its centre, 
tiered round planters along the eastern side, and a plaque set in the ground 
commemorating the Gordon Bennett International Road Race, which passed 
through the town in 1903.  

A bank of concrete seating runs across the centre of Fitzmaurice Place at an angle of 

c. 30 to the eastern side of the Fort, dividing this upper part from a lower 
performance space. The seating is a set of five curving steps in the manner of an 
amphitheatre. It is enclosed at the back and ends by a long raised planter with an 
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access way of ten steps at the centre. The lower space is a large expanse, similarly 
paved, with two curving walls defining a stage area.  

The adjoining footpaths are paved with concrete pavers, which extend also along 
Church Avenue outside the former Scoil Mhuire site. 

3.4 Public realm in Tower Hill and Railway Street 

 Footpaths on Tower Hill and Railway Street in the relevant areas are of tarmac with 
concrete kerbs, which do not contribute to the character of the setting of the Fort.  

Overhead wires further detract from the historic setting. 

 

 
Fig.  20: Estimated form of the Fort overlaid on the present-day map 
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4.0 Statement of Significance 

4.1 Architectural Interest  

The Fort Protector marks the establishment of the town of Portlaoise, which began 
as a fortified enclosure on three sides of the Fort wall. It was one of two major 
plantation Forts built as garrisons of the newly conquered territories of Laois and 
Offaly and is therefore an important example of military engineering heritage.  

Its significance is complemented by a number of adjacent sites relating to the 
genesis of the town, including a contemporary stone tower embedded within the 
nineteenth century Presentation Convent which adjoins the Fort to the east, and the 
Old St Peter’s Church to the west.  

The site for the proposed works form the context of these important heritage sites, 
as well as other sites listed on the Record of Protected structures for Portlaoise.  

4.2 Historical Significance 

Building of the Fort Protector commenced in 1547-48 as part of the suppression of 
the Gaelic Irish territories of the O’More and O’Connor clans. The plantation of Laois 
and Offaly followed shortly afterwards, and was formalised in the creation of King’s 
County and Queen’s County in 1556. This was the first English plantation in Ireland, 
following the Tudor policy to expand English control outside of the Pale. It was 
followed by the plantations of Munster (begun 1586), Ulster (begun 1606) and other 
smaller plantations.  

In international terms the Fort can be seen as the beginning of English colonial 
expansion, built 60 years before the settlement of Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607.  In 
1920 the town was renamed after the Fort, the old name ‘Maryborough’ being 
changed to Portlaoise, the Gaelic term used for town, meaning ‘Fort of Laois’. 

Fitzmaurice Place commemorates the pioneering Irish aviator, Col James Fitzmaurice 
(1898 –1965) who grew ip in the town and attended the nearby St Mary’s Christian 
Brothers School. Fitzmaurice was a member of the crew of the Bremen, which made 
the first successful trans-Atlantic aircraft flight from east to west on 12–13 April 
1928. The monument by James O’Connor, erected in 2001, commemorates this 
event and is an important part of the historical landscape of the town.  

4.3 Technical Interest 

The construction of the Fort is of interest as an example of military engineering and 
fortification in the Tudor period. 

4.4 Archaeological Interest 

Refer to report by Colm Flynn Archaeology, included with this submission. 
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PART II:  PROPOSED WORKS 

5.0 Rationale for Proposed Interventions  

5.1 Argument for Enhancement of the Public Space 

A well conserved and appropriately presented Fort Protector would be a unique 
heritage site. Few towns in Ireland have a history so closely bound up with the 
Tudor conquest of this country. Currently there is only limited awareness, at 
national or even local level, that the name ‘Port Laoise’ refers to a physical 
structure, and the central role of the town in the Laois-Offaly plantation is not 
properly appreciated. The development of Fort Protector and its surroundings as a 
heritage site would create a direct link to that history. 

Enhancement of Fitzmaurice Place, Tower Hill and Railway Street would be the first 
step in placing a new focus on the Fort Protector. It can fundamentally change the 
standing of the Fort within the town, and as a consequence can improve the 
perception of Portlaoise as a historic place.  

5.2 Phase 1 Works 

5.2.1 Redevelopment of Fitzmaurice Place as a public park 

Fitzmaurice Place was developed in the 1990s as a paved open space, with a 
performance space, stepped seating, a long linear planter and an arrangement of 
round planters. The monument designed by John O’Connor to the renowned aviaton 
pioneer, Col James Fitzmaurice DFC (1898-1965) was erected here in 2001. The 
space has not proven successful. It is too large for its intended use, being at the edge 
of the town centre, and the profile of the site as two large expanses linked by 
curving steps obscures the view of the Fort Protector when approached from the 
Ridge Road. 

 
Fig.  21: Design stage visualisation of proposal with ultimate removal of the mill building. 

It is therefore proposed to reconfigure the space as a public park. This would 
increase its amenity value from a place to pass through to a constantly used public 
space. The park would consist of four equal tiers stepping up to the Fort wall, 
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following the natural gradient of the site. The long planter and stepped seating, 
which obscure the Fort wall from view, would be removed. The top tier would be a 
long green space extending the full length of the Fort wall, to demarcate the 
position of the ditch defences.  

The remainder of the site would comprise of three further tiers, with a small 
performance space on the middle tier, and stone sculptures relocated from James 
Fintan Lalor Avenue. Parking spaces at Church Avenue would be relocated away 
from the Fort Wall to Tower Hill and an area at the bottom tier of the park. The total 
number of spaces would remain as existing. Street lighting to Church Avenue and 
would be renewed. 

The Fitzmaurice Monument is proposed to be moved to the bottom tier. This will 
give it greater prominence from Tower Hill and would give focus to the lower part of 
the park as a balance to the Fort. 

5.2.2 Demolition of a flat-roofed concrete structure  

A rectangular open-ended flat-roofed structure stands between the gable of the 
large mill building mill and the inside of the Fort wall close to the NE corner. The 
north wall of this structure stands on top of and inside the historic Fort wall. It 
finishes flush to its outside face on Tower Hill, and extends down to the ground 
inside the building, covering up the inner face of the Fort wall.  

The interior of this structure is open at both ends and forms the part of the way into 
the interior of the round bastion. It is a utilitarian structure which is no longer in use 
and which severely detracts from the character of the historic Fort. It is therefore 
proposed to demolish this structure, including its concrete floor. 

Demolition of the structure will be undertaken carefully in order to prevent any 
damage to the historic Fort wall. The building is constructed of mass concrete, and it 
appears probable that the concrete was cast against the inner face of the Fort wall, 
and onto the top of the wall.  

The floor slab will be removed including any modern subbase without disturbing the 
formation level beneath.  

5.2.3 Timber viewing platform  

It is proposed to construct a circular timber platform within the round bastion as a 
public viewing position inside the Fort. This will allow members of the public to gain 
a better appreciation of the Fort. 

The platform has been designed as a contemporary free-standing structure which 
does not touch the historic wall. A gap would be maintained between the platform 
and the Fort wall to allow light to pass down to the ground level inside the bastion, 
and to prevent any part of the wall from being obscured. 

The top of the platform would have a timber guardrail which would not rise above 
the top of the Fort wall. It would not be visible from the surrounding area and would 
not therefore have an impact on the setting of the Fort. 

The columns supporting the platform would stand on concrete footings which would 
be constructed above the existing historic formation level to avoid loss of 
archaeological material. 
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Access onto the platform would be by means of a timber stairs constructed within 
the area currently occupied by the concrete structure described above. The current 
concrete floor in this area would be replaced with new paving to the same 
architectural standard as the pavements proposed for Tower Hill. The area inside 
the round bastion, which is currently lower, would be raised to the same level with 
compacted fill and surfaced with water-bound gravel such as hoggin, to allow 
visitors to enter and appreciate the inside of the bastion.  

5.2.4 New gate in existing opening to Tower Hill 

An opening was made in the Fort wall from Tower Hill, probably in the mid-
twentieth century, when the site was used as a flour mill. This opening is currently 
used as access to a Laois County Council depot within the remaining mill structure 
inside the Fort. As the depot will remain in use for the foreseeable future, it is 
proposed to retain this opening. 

The opening can be used as access for the public into the Fort interior. To allow for 
this a new gate is proposed to be fitted in this opening. The gate would be of 
contemporary design but of heavy-duty timber in keeping with the former military 
nature of the site. 

The jambs of the opening are formed of roughly executed concrete. This would be 
replaced with stone masonry to match the detail and construction technology of the 
Fort wall, without any widening or any avoidable loss of historic stonework. 

5.2.5 New parking spaces and public lighting on Tower Hill 

The existing wide footpath on the northern side of Tower Hill adjoining the 
Millbrook estate would be reconfigured using existing materials to create 6 no. 
parallel parking spaces. The would consist of the relocation of spaces on Church 
Avenue to maintain the number of spaces available at Fitzmaurice Place at the 
existing level.  

New lamp posts are proposed in this location also, as the existing standards on the 
south side detract from the view of the Fort Protector. 

5.2.6 Community Archaeology Project 

It is proposed to create a ditch around the base of the round bastion to reveal its full 
historic height and to enable the public to better appreciate the historic form and 
scale of the fortification.  

The profile of the ditch would be based on archaeological excavation. This would be 
undertaken as a Community Archaeology project, to engage in a direct manner with 
the townspeople and to inspire interest in the history of the Fort Protector and in 
the possibilities of archaeology.  

The work would be carried out as specified by project archaeologist Colm Flynn.    
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5.3 Phase 2 Works 

5.3.1 Removal of overhead wires on Tower Hill and Railway Street  

It is proposed to remove unsightly telegraph poles which were erected against the 
historic Fort wall on the south side of Tower Hill and to lay these services below 
ground. Street lights of purely functional type attached to these poles would be 
replace by new lamp standards on the northern side of the street.  

The placement of the street lighting on the other side will remove an obstacle to the 
proper appreciation of the wall. It will provide more evenly distributed lighting in 
this area to enhance and unify the appearance of the Fort.  

5.3.2 Repaving of Tower Hill and Railway Street  

New paving on Tower Hill and the part of Railway Street to the west of the Fort 
would be widened to encompass the existing parking spaces. The paving material 
would cover the footpath and the parking spaces, edged at the carriageway with 
good quality limestone kerbs. This would give the effect of a wider expanse of 
paving, reducing the width of black-top asphalt, and would thereby improve the 
setting of the Fort.  

The Fort wall on Railway Street survives only in front of the former Vocational 
School (now Dunamase College) as a lowered wall, rendered in Art Deco style to 
match that building. Another fragment of the Fort wall survives in the yard behind 
Bergin’s jewellery shop, adjoining the entrance to the car park of O’Loughlin’s Hotel. 
The stub of this wall can be seen embedded in the flanking wall to the car park 
entrance. It is proposed to provide good quality paving to the public footpath to 
extend up to the line of the former Fort wall at the entrance to the hotel car park. 
This unified surface would tie together these fragments of the perimeter Fort wall to 
makes the history of this street and the extent of the Fort more evident. 

The proposed unified paving carried around to Fitzmaurice Place would create a 
continuity between Old St Peter’s Church on Railway Street, the Fort and 
Fitzmaurice Place and would help people to interpret the historic form of the Tudor 
town founded under Mary I.  

This connection could be the first step in the development of a ‘chain’ of heritage 
sites across the northern side of the town centre.  

 

6.0 Method Statement for Conservation Works  

(Works under Section 57 Declaration) 

6.1 Conservation Principles 

All works should follow internationally accepted Conservation Principles, as defined 
by the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) in the Venice 
Charter of 1964, and in subsequent charters.  These may be summarised as follows: 

 Conservation work should be based on an understanding of the site and its 
historical development and the primary aim should be to retain and recover the 
significance of the site. 
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 Any alterations should be carried out in accordance with the principle of 
‘minimal intervention’. 

 Repairs to original fabric should always be favoured over replacement.  Where 
replacement of an original element is unavoidable, this should be historically 
accurate in form and materials. 

 Where lost elements must be reconstructed, these should aim for historic 
authenticity and avoid conjecture in as far as possible. 

 Modern interventions should be reversible and if appropriate visually 
identifiable.  New work should be recorded. 

 Works should be carried out by suitably skilled craftspeople with proven 
expertise in their trade working with historic buildings. 

In addition to the general principles articulated above, specific works should follow 
the DCHG Advice Series publications, in particular ‘Ruins, The Conservation of 
Masonry Ruins’.   

6.2 Presentation of Fort Wall 

6.2.1 Proposed Works 

It is proposed to repair and consolidate all sections of the wall on Church Avenue, 
Fitzmaurice Place, Tower Hill and Railway Street in accordance with best 
conservation practice. 

It is proposed to remove the large opening on the Fitzmaurice Place side and rebuild 
this section to match the masonry of the historic wall. 

6.2.2 Conservation Approach 

The proposed approach is to conserve the wall, to secure and repair the fabric, using 
appropriate materials. New areas of pointing will be limited to areas where historic 
pointing has been lost, replaced with sand-cement, or become decayed.  

Gentle cleaning is proposed to remove unsightly rust staining caused by corroded 
steel guttering. This cleaning will not remove the patina of the historic masonry.  

6.2.3 Removal of Vegetation  

The presentation of the wall would benefit from removal of vegetation, such as 
buddleia, valerian, ivy, ferns etc. This should be done in a manner which does not 
damage the fabric of the wall. Indiscriminate use of biocides to be avoided for 
reasons of public health and to prevent possible damage to historic mortars. 

6.2.4 Mortar Loss 

There is considerable loss of mortar in many places. This would be renewed with 
lime-sand mortar of matching colour and aggregate size. All sound mortar would be 
retained in order to preserve the visual and material authenticity of the wall 
construction. 

Analysis of historic mortar composition would be carried out as a record of material 
used in the Tudor period and to determine the proportion of lime to sand and the 
grading of aggregates, as a guide to the specification of new mortars.  
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6.2.5 Cleaning 

Wall surfaces would be cleaned gently using the DOFF steam cleaning system 
patented by Stonehealth Ltd (UK).  

This would retain the patina and variation in the stone surface but would remove 
the worst effects of atmospheric pollution and of rust staining. The aim of the 
cleaning would not be to create a unified appearance, but to remove the 
appearance of neglect and present the Fort wall in a manner befitting its 
significance. 

6.2.6 Coping 

The top of the wall would be freed of vegetation and the masonry consolidated to 
prevent further growth or deterioration.  

The detail of the coping would remain as found so as not to remove historical 
evidence. 

6.2.7 Removal of doorway to Fitzmaurice Place 

The large door opening from Fitzmaurice Place into the former Odlums’ warehouse 
is proposed to be removed. This door does not contribute in any way to the 
significance of the site, or to the understanding of its historic form and may be 
equated in status to the mill building itself. No reflection of its location in the 
physical form of the restored wall is seen to be necessary. The nature of the pointing 
and the style of the masonry will show that a repair was undertaken. Records will be 
kept to ensure that the date of this repair is recorded.  

Concrete surrounding the door would be carefully chipped away retaining all original 
masonry. The information gleaned from this work will contribute to the 
understanding of how the Fort wall was constructed. The gap would be reinstated to 
reflect the pattern of the adjoining wall surfaces.  

 

6.2.8 Existing Openings on Tower Hill 

Breaches in the historic Fort wall at the Laois Co Council depot and at the former 
‘Old Barracks’ are proposed to be retained. Crude concrete details at the gates 
replaced with masonry to match the existing wall.  

 unless it can be established that this opening is of enough antiquity to be regards as 
integral to the layered significance of the site. 
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7.0 APPENDIX: PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD 

 

Former convent, Church Avenue 

 

Church Avenue, View towards Fitzmaurice Place 
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Fitzmaurice Place 

 

Monument, Fitzmaurice Place 
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Fitzmaurice Place 

 

Fitzmaurice Place, warehouse, round corner tower, performance area and seating 
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Fitzmaurice Place, view from Tower Hill 

 

Round corner tower, Tower Hill 
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 Opening in Fort Protector wall, Tower Hil,  and junction with warehouse 

 

 Junction of warehouse and Fort Protector wall 
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Fort Protector wall, Victorian houses, and school, Tower Hill 

 

 Tower Hill 
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School and Old St Peter’s Church tower, Tower Hill 

 

Corner of Tower Hill and Railway Street 
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Railway Street 

 

Railway Street 
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Railway Street and Dunamase College 

 

Entrance to O’Loughlin’s Hotel car park 

 


