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Cathaoirleach’s Statement - Raiteas an Cathaoirligh

| am pleased, as Cathaoirleach of Laois County Council, to
present this Annual Report which gives an overview of the
many and varied activities of the Council in 2004. The Council
continued to be at the forefront of social, economic and cultural
development in the County.

The Local Elections were held in June and six new members
were elected to the Council. | congratulate them on their
success and | would also like to take this opportunity to wish
those who retired or were unsuccessful good luck in the future.

Almost two hundred houses were completed during the year
and an Action Plan for Social and Affordable Housing 2004-
2008 was adopted. The M7/M8 Motorway was confirmed by
An Bord Pleanala with modifications. A Masterplan was
prepared for the Togher Interchange Development.

Work was progressed on the Review of the County
Development Plan. The Corporate Plan for the five years to
2009 was also in course of preparation.

As Cathaoirleach, | have seen at close hand the importance of
co-operation and partnership between Councillors,
Management and Employees to ensure delivery of a quality
service to our customers, the people of Laois.

| thank all concerned for their input in the provision of these
services during 2004.

William Aird
Cathaoirleach

Taim an-sasta, mar Chathaoirleach ar Chomhairle Contae
Laoise, an Tuarascail Bhliantuil seo a thugann foramharc ar
ilghniomhaiochtai éagsula na Comhairle i 2004 a chur i lathair.
Lean an Chomhairle de bheith ag réamhthus forbartha
soisialta, eacnamaioch agus cultdrtha an Chontae.

Tiondladh na Toghchain Aititila i Meitheamh agus toghadh sé
chomhalta ura ar an gComhairle. Gabhaim comhghairdeas leo
as eéiri go maith agus ba mhaith liom an deis seo a ghlacadh
chomh maith chun adh moér sa todhchai a ghabhail leis na
daoine a scor n6 nar éirigh leo.

Cuireadh beagnach dha chéad theach i gcrich le linn an bliana
agus glacadh leis an bPlean Gnimh do Thithiocht Saisialta
agus Inacmhainne 2004-2008. Dhearbhaigh An Bord Pleanala
Métarbhealach M7/M8 tar éis mionathraithe. Ullimhaiodh
Maistirphlean Forbartha Idirmhalartaithe Togher.

Rinneadh obair a chur chun cinn ar Athbhreithnid an Phlean
Forbartha Chontae. Bhiothas ag déanamh ullmhaithe ar an
bPlean Corparaideach don chuig bliana go dti 2009 chomh
maith.

Mar Chathaoirleach, ta sé feicthe agam go direach chomh
tabhachtach agus ata comhoibrii agus comhphairitiocht idir
Chomhairli, Bhainistiocht agus Fostaithe chun seachadadh
seirbhise ar ardchaighdean a chinntiu dar gcustaiméiri go léir,
pobal Laoise.

Tugaim buiochas do gach duine bainteach as a n-ionchur i
solathar na seirbhisi seo le linn 2004.

Ba mhaith liom comhbhrén a dhéanamh le bean chéile agus
teaghlach Michael Turley, Leas-Chathaoirleach na Comhairle is
bron moér a bhas in Eanair 2005.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis.

William Aird
Cathaoirleach



County Manager’s Foreword - Brollach an Bhainisteora Chontae

It gives me great pleasure
as County Manager to wel
come the publication of the
Laois County Council Annual
Report for the year ending
31st of December 2004.

The Annual Report provides
an opportunity to review the per
formance of the Council and the quality of services provided
over the past twelve months. The report also records the key
achievements in relation to the provision of infrastructure and
presents an opportunity to inform the public of the various
activities and operations engaged in by the Council over the
past year.

Laois County Council has played a central role in the
improvement of the key infrastructure in the County. This
continued in 2004 with the completion and advancement of
major infrastructural developments. The M7 Heath Mayfield
Motorway link to Dublin will be a key contributor to the
development of the County over the coming years. The
Motorway Order for the M7/M8 was also confirmed in 2004 and
progress was also made on the planning for key projects such
as the Portlacise Main Drainage Scheme and the Group
Towns Sewerage Scheme.

In terms of economic development, the Council has been very
proactive in seeking to exploit the central location of the County
and particularly the prime location of Portlaoise which has
special status under the National Spatial Strategy. The
development of the Togher Interchange site as a motorway
services centre and inland port facility has been advanced and
it is anticipated that activity will commence during 2005.

This development will result in major economic benefit for the
County and is a key component of the Council's overall
strategy. The Council is also optimising the environment for
enterprise through the provision of enterprise units at various
locations in the County and the sale of sites to facilitate the
development of smaller indigenous industries. The Council will
also be working closely with Enterprise Ireland and the 1.D.A. to
secure inward investment for the County. Progress was also
made in 2004 in securing decentralisation projects for
Portlaoise and Portarlington which will provide a major boost
for the local economy. It is also encouraging to note the level
of anticipated commercial development which will benefit the
County and stem the flow of retail leakage to surrounding
Counties.

Having been appointed County Manager early in 2005, | want
to pay tribute to the Council's Management Team & Staff for
the excellent work completed in 2004. | look forward to
working with the staff and the elected members of the Council
to deliver the objectives contained in the Council's Corporate
Plan (2004 - 2009) and to complete the review of the County
Development Plan in 2005. | also look forward to continuing
our work on a partnership basis with the communities and
other agencies in County Laois to develop the County's
potential for economic, social and cultural growth.

Peter Carey
County Manager

Tugann sé an-phléisiir dom mar Bhainisteoir Contae failte a
chur roimh fhoilsit Thuarascail Bhliantuil Chomhairle Contae
Laoise don bhliain dar chrioch 31 Nollaig 2004.

Solathraionn an Tuarascail Bhliantuil deis chun athbhreithniu a
dhéanamh ar ghniomhaiocht na Comhairle agus ar chaighdean
na seirbhisi a cuireadh ar fail thar an dd mhi dhéag a chuaigh
thart. Déanann an tuarascail taifid de na priomh-ghnéthachain i
dtaca le forail bhonneagair agus cuireann sé deis i lathair
maidir leis an bpobal a chur ar an eolas faoi na gniomhaiochtai
agus na feidhmiuchain éagsula a bhi an Chomhairle bainteach
iontu le linn na bliana seo caite.

Ta rél larnach glactha ag Comhairle Contae Laoise i bhfeabhsu
an phriomhbhonneagair sa Chontae. Lean seo ar aghaidh i
2004 le crioch agus cur ar aghaidh morfhorbairti
bonneagracha. Beidh nasc Mhétarbhealach Heath-Gort na
Bealtaine le Bhaile Atha Cliath mar phriomh-chuiditheoir
d'fhorbairt an Chontae thar na blianta le teacht. Rinneadh an
tOrdd um Mhoétarbhealach don M7/M8 a dhearbhu i 2004
chomh maith agus rinneadh dul chun cinn ar phleanail maidir le
moérthionscadal cosuil le Scéim Phriomh-Dhreanala Phort
Laoise agus Scéim Séarachais Grupbhailte.

Maidir le forbairt eacnamaioch, bhi an Chomhairle an-
réamhghniomhach maidir le bheith ag lorg sochar a bhaint as
suiomh larnach an Chontae agus go hairithe priomhshuiomh
Phort Laoise ag a bhfuil stadas speisialta faoin Straitéis
Naisiunta Spasulachta. Ta forbairt aithréain Mhér-Acomhail
Togher mar larionad seirbhisi métarbhealai agus saoraid
chalafoirt intire curtha chun cinn agus tathar ag suil go
dtosodidh gniomhaiocht le linn 2005.

Mar thoradh ar an bhforbairt seo beidh morbhuntaiste
eacnamaioch ag an gContae agus is priomh-chomhphairt i
maidir le straitéis fhoriomlan na Comhairle. Ta an Chomhairle
ag barrfheashsu an chomhshaoil le haghaidh fiontraiochta tri
sholathar d'aonaid fiontraiochta ag suimh éagsula sa Chontae
agus diolachain na laithrean chun forbhairt ar thionscail
duchasacha nios U a éascu. Beidh an Chomhairle ag obair go
didth le Fiontraiocht Eireann chomh maith agus an I.D.A chun
infheistiocht isteach a dhaingniu. Rinneadh dul chun cinn

i 2004 chomh maith maidir le tionscadail dilaraithe a dhaingniu
do Phort Laoise agus do Chuil an tSudaire a sholathraionn
morspreagadh don gheilleagar aitivil. Ta sé spreaguil a
thabhairt faoi deara chomh maith an leibhéal forbhartha
thrachtala réeamh-mheasta a bhraith a rachaidh chun sochair
don Chontae agus a chuirfidh srian ar shreabh sceite
miondiolta chuig Contaetha timpeall air.

Agus mé ceaptha mar Bhainisteoir Contae go luath i 2005, ba
mhaith liom moladh a thabhairt d'Fhoireann Bhainistiocht na
Combhairle as an obair iontach até curtha i gcrich acu i 2004.
Ta mé ag suil go mor le bheith ag obair leis an bhfoireann
agus comhaltai tofa na Comhairle chun na cuspdéiri i bPlean
Corparaideach na Combhairle 2004- 2009) a bhaint amach agus
athbhreithniu an Phlean Forbartha Chontae a chur i gcrich i
2005. Ta mé ag suil chomh maith le bheith ag leanuint dar n-
oibrear bhonn chomhphairtiochta leis na pobail agus
gniomhaireachtai eile gContae Laois chun acmhainneacht an
Chontae maidir le fas eacnamaioch,

soisialta agus culturtha a fhorbairt.

Peter Carey
Bainisteoir Contae
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Raiteas Misin

"Solathroimid ceannsaiocht, déanaimid ar gContae a fhorbairt, a chur chun cinn, a chosaint agus
a rialu agus seachadfaimid seirbhisi poibli ar ardchaighdean ionas go dtreiseofar cailiocht

Sainordu

Ta Combhairle Contae Laoise mar an
Phriomh-Udaras Tofa go Daonlathach i
gContae Laois.

Solathraionn Comhairle Contae Laoise
raon leathan agus éagsuil de sheirbhisi
a mbionn tionchar acu ar
ghniomhaiochtai eacnamaiocha,
soisialta, comhshaoil, bonneagracha,
turasodireachta, tionscalaiocha agus
culturtha an Chontae. | measc na
seirbhisi seo ta solathar agus cothabhail
tithe,

solathar agus cothabhail béithre solathar
agus cothabhail sholathar uisce agus
scéimeanna séarachais, seirbhisi
pleanala agus forbartha, bainistiocht
dramhaiola,cosaint an chomhshaoil,

bheatha an phobail’

oibrithe ar an gComhairle, lena n-airitear
an Bainisteoir Contae, fostaithe agus
conraitheoiri gairmiula, teicniula,dlithiula,
riarachain, airgeadais agus lasmuigh.

Combhaltai agus Cruinnithe

Combhairle

Ta 25 Combhalta Tofa i gComhairle
Contae Laoise ceithre chomhalta an
duine 6 Thoghcheantair Mhoointeach
Milie, loma agus Log an Churraigh, sé
chomhalta 6 Thoghcheantar Phort
Laoise agus seacht gcomhalta 6
Thoghcheantar Bhuirios Mér Osrai.
Tiondladh Cruinnithe Comhairle 2004 ar
an Luan deireanach de gach mi de
ghnath i Seomra na Comhairle ag

Aras an Chontae. Ni raibh cruinnit ar
bith i Lunasa.

Grupa Polasai Corparaidigh
(G.P.C))

Ta an Grupa Polasai Corparaidigh
deartha chun an sainordu daonlathach
agus rél déanta polasai na gcomhaltai
tofa a threisiti.Ta an G.P.C. tacaithe ag
an mBainisteoir Contae agus cuimsionn
sé Cathaoirleach na Combhairle agus
ceithre Chathair na gCoisti um
Polasaithe Straitéiseacha. Is i
priomhfheidhm G.P.C. na obair na C.P.S
difridla a chomhordu agus féram a
sholathar ina ndéantar cinnti polasai a
mbionn tionchar acu ar an gComhairle
go léir a chomhshocru

gniomhaiochtai caitheamh aimsire,
leabharlanna, forbairt culturtha agus
pobail lena n-airitear caitheamh
aimsire agus sport. Oibrionn lion mor

Mandate

"319Po tisclse

le cur faoi bhraid na Comhairle iomlain
ar mhaithe le cinneadh a dhéanamh.
Thainig an G.P.C. le chéile 12 uair i
2004.

Council Chamber at Aras an Chontae.

Laois County Council is the Primary
Democratically Elected Authority in
County Laois.

Laois County Council provides an
extensive and diverse range of services
which impact upon the County's
economic, social, environmental,
infrastructural, tourism, industrial and
cultural activities. These services
include the provision and maintenance of
houses, the provision and maintenance
of roads, the

provision and maintenance of water
supplies and sewerage schemes,
planning and development services,
waste management, environmental
protection, recreational activities,
libraries, cultural and community

development including recreation and
sport. The Council is serviced by a large
workforce, including the County
Manager, professional, technical, legal,
administrative, financial and outdoor
employees and contractors.

Council Membership and
Meetings

Laois County Council consists of 25
Elected Members - four members each
from Mountmellick, Emo and
Luggacurren Electoral Areas, six
members from the Portlacise Electoral
Area and seven members from the
Borris-in-Ossory Electoral Area. Council
Meetings in 2004 were usually held on
the last Monday of each month in the

Mission Statement

There was no meeting in August.
Corporate Policy Group

(C.P.G.)

The Corporate Policy Group is designed
to enhance the democratic mandate and
policy making role of the elected
members.The C.P.G. is supported by the
County Manager and comprises the
Cathaoirleach of the Council and the four
Chairs of the Strategic Policy
Committees. The main function of the
C.P.G. is to co-ordinate the work of the
different S.P.C.'s and provide a forum
where policy decisions affecting the
whole Council are agreed for submission
to the full Council for decision.

The C.P.G. met on 12 occasions in
2004.

"We will provide leadership, develop, promote, protect and regulate our County and deliver
quality public services so as to enhance the quality of life for the community."
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Former Councillors Ath-Chombhairleoiri

Local Elections 2004 Toghchain Aitiula 2004

Local Elections were held for all local authorities on 11th June Tiondladh Toghchain Aititila do na htdarais aitidla uile ar 11

2004. These elections brought changes to the Council with the = Meitheamh 2004. Rinneadh athruithe ar an gComhairle leis na

following Members retiring from office or being unsuccessful - toghchain seo le scor na gComhaltai a leanas 6 oifig né de
bharr nar éirigh leo -

An Comhairleoir Michael Costello

P 4

An Comhairleoir Joseph Digan

An Comhairleoir John Dunne

An Combhairleoir Charles Flanagan

An Comhairleoir Martin Rohan

An Comhairleoir Mary Wheatley

These Councillors gave many years of dedicated service to the = Thug na comhairleoiri seo a lan blianta de sheirbhis thiomanta
people of Laois and we take this opportunity to wish them do phobal Laoise agus glacaimid an deis seo gach rath a ghui
every success in their future endeavours. orthu sa todhchai.
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. - Mountmellick Electoral Area - Toghcheantar Mdéinteach Milic: .

Cuil an tSudaire]

Baile Briotas ¢
* Joma

IOMA

Baile an Bhiocaire
An tSraidbhailé

Maighean Ratha
«Camros

Baile an Chaisleains J . ~ *Tigh Mochua

: Baile Ui Laigheanain
*An Paidhc

«Buirios Mér Osrai _ LOG AN CHURRAIGH

Mainistir Lao
BUIRIOS MOR OSRAI *
Baile Cholla » Baile na Coill& Killeshil

«Domhnach Mor ’ .'l--Crochtac Ard : )
raiguecullens,
*Eireil *Rath Domhnaigh =

. . Borris-In-Ossory Electoral Area - Toghcheantar Bhuirios Mér Osrai

Bill Brendan John John Joe
Delaney Phelan Bonham Fennelly
MCC MCC MCC MCC

Michael Larry Marty
Lalor Kavanagh Phelan
MCC MCC MCC




Laois County Council Members - Comhaltai Chomhairle Contae Laoise

The Local Elections were held in June 2004 and this Council Tionoladh na Toghchain Aititila i Meitheamh 2004 agus d'fhill
was returned for the period 2004 - 2009. Sadly, ClIr. Michael an Chomhairle seo don tréimhse 2004 - 2009. Go brénach
Turley passed away on the 30th January, 2005 - Ar dheis Dé fuair an Comhairleoir Michael Turley

go raibh a anam. bas ar an 30 Eanair, 2005 - Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

: Emo Electoral Area - Toghcheantar loma : .

SR

James Paul Raymond Michael
Deegan Mitchell Cribbin Turley
MCC MCC MCC MCC

: Portlaoise Electoral Area - Toghcheantar Phort Laoise

ALl ]2

Mary William Catherine Brian
Sweeney Aird Fitzgerald Stanley
MCC MCC MCC MCC

: Luggacurren Electoral Area - Toghcheantar Log an Churraigh : .

Dick Michael
Miller Rice
MCC MCC
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Corporate Affairs, Human
Resources, Information &
Communications Technology

Louis Brennan
Gerry Gillen

Director of Services
Senior Exectutive Officer
Corporate Affairs/Human
Resources

Head of Information Systems Christy Crawford

Corporate Affairs

Corporate Plan 2004 — 2009

A new Corporate Plan was prepared and presented to the
Members of the Council for their consideration in
December 2004. The new plan has been informed by
experience to date and reflects the themes of social
inclusion and sustainability.
The Corporate Plan contains the following key objectives:
» Continue to co-ordinate and improve the
organisation’s performance.
» Optimise Human and Financial resources.
« Provide a high level of customer service.
» Promote and develop the County.
« Strengthen the leadership role of the Council in
the integrated development of the County.
* Protect and enhance the natural and built
environment of the County.
» Promote the development of the Arts, Play,
Sports and Recreational activities and protect
our heritage and traditions.
The Corporate Plan sets out detailed strategies for the
achievement of the objectives listed above.
Given the multi-annual term of the Plan, an annual
progress report will be prepared and submitted to the
Elected Members and it is intended to consult periodically
with our customers to elicit their opinions and views on the
organisations performance.

Official Opening of Extension to Aras an

Chontae

The extension to Aras an Chontae was officially opened by
Mayor Councillor Joe Digan on the 2nd June 2004. One
of the many features of this building is the seven stained
glass panels located in the Link building. These panels
depict an historical journey through 100 years of Laois
County Council and our County. Each window is a picture
in itself, giving the viewer a synopsis of the history and
landscape of Laois.The feature entitled "Celebration" was
designed in house and created by Stained Glass Artist
Nora Duggan.

B

Higher Education Grants

Laois County Council awards Higher Education Grants
under the Local Authorities (Higher Education Grants) Act
1968-1992 to eligible candidates. The Scheme is
advertised annually and the closing date for receipt of
completed applications is 31st August of each year. Details
are usually available in July from the Higher Education
Grants Section or on our Website at www.laois.ie/heg. In
2004, Laois County Council awarded 144 new grants and
310 grants were renewed. The maximum maintenance
grant available was €2,945 and Registration fee was
increased to €750. The total amount paid out in 2004
amounted to €1,969,862.28.

Local Elections

The Local Elections were held on 11th June 2004.

52 candidates were nominated for election in the five
electoral areas. The total electorate was 48,643 with a
total valid poll of 30,547. Counting commenced on
Saturday morning and concluded late on Sunday evening
with the final declaration of results by the local Returning
Officer.

Highlights

26/02/04 - Unveiling of plaque in The Heritage Centre,
Clonaslee to commemorate the late Mr. Mick
Dunne, R.T.E.

26/02/04 - Welcome to Mr. Michel Barnier,

E. U. Commissioner on the occasion of his
meeting with the Members of the B.M.W. and
S. & E. Regional Assemblies in Aras an
Chonatae.

26/03/04 - Civic Reception in honour of the Laois
Minor Football Team - All Ireland Champions
2003.

21/05/04 - Reception in honour of the Chamber
of Commerce of Ireland on holding their
Conference in Portlaoise.

28/05/04 - Civic Reception in honour of the I.C.A. on
holding their National Annual General Meeting
in Portlaoise.

14/07/04 - Attendance at ceremony at Aghaboe Abbey,
to commemorate the 30th Anniversary of the
first pilgrimage from Salzburg, Austria to
Aghaboe Abbey.

22/10/04 - Civic Reception in honour of the Laois Civil
Defence Team 2004 - Winners of the National
Exercise Challenge 2004.

24/11/04 - Reception in honour of The Comenius
European Schools Project which included
Scoil Bhride, National School, Rathdowney
and representatives from schools in Spain,
Romania and France.
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Gnoéthai Corparaideacha,
Acmhainni Daonna, Teicnheolaiocht
Faisnéise agus Cumarsaide

Stiurthéir Seirbhisi Louis Brennan
Oifigeach Sinsearach Feidhmiuchain  Gerry Gillen
Gnéthai Corparaideacha, Acmhainni Daonna

Ceannaire ar Chorais Faisnéise Christy Crawford

Gnothai Corparaideacha

Plean Corparaideacha 2004 - 2009

Rinneadh Plean Corparaideach ur a ullmhd agus a chur
i lathair do Chomhaltai na Combhairle le cur faoina
mbraid i Nollaig 2004. Fuair an plean Ur eolas 6 eispéireas
suas chun data agus léirionn sé na téamai de chuimsiu
soisialta agus imbhuanaitheacht
Ta na priomhchuspdiri a leanas sa Phlean
Corparaideacha:
* Leanuint d'fheidhmiu na heagraiochta
chomhordu agus a fheabhsu.
» Acmhainni Daonna agus Airgeadais a
bharrfheabhsu.
* Ardleibhéal de sheirbhis custaiméara a
sholathar.
» An Contae a chur chun cinn agus a fhorbairt.
* An rél ceannsaiochta sa Chomhairle i
bhforbairt chomhthaite an Chontae a neartu.
» Timpeallacht nadurtha agus tégtha an Chontae
a chosaint agus a threisiu.
» Forbairt na nEalaiona, Drama,
Spoéirt agus gniomhaiochtai Caitheamh Aimsire
a chur chun cinn agus ar n-oidhreacht agus traidisiuin
a chosaint.
Leagan an Plean Corparaideach mionstraitéisi amach
maidir leis na cuspdiri liostaithe thuas a bhaint amach.
Siocar téarma ilbhliantuil an Phlean, ba choir tuarascail
bhliantuil ar dhul chun cinn a ullmhu agus a chur isteach
ag Comhaltai Tofa agus ta sé ceaptha dul i
gcomhchomhairle lenar gcustaiméiri go féiltitil chun a
dtuairmi agus dearcadh maidir le feidhmid na heagraiochta
a fhail amach.

An Oscailt Oifigitil d'Fhorleathni ar Aras

an Chontae.

D'Oscail an Comhairleoir Méara Joe Digan an Forleathnu
ar Aras an Chontae go hoifigitil ar 2 Meitheamh 2004.
Ceann de mhorchuid ghnéithe an fhoirgnimh seo na na
seacht bpainéal gloine dhaite ata suite sa Nasc
fhoirgneamh.Taispeanann na painéil seo turas stairitil tri
100 bliain de Chomhairle Contae Laoise agus ar gContae.
Pictiur ann féin is ea gach fuinneog, a thugann cnamh
staire agus tirdhreacht Laoise don fhéachadadir. Dearadh
an gné arb aimn "Celebration" sa teach agus ba i Nora
Duggan, Ealaiontoir na Gloine Daite a chruthaigh é.

Foireann deartha in-ti do Phainéil Ghloine Dhaite

Deontais Ardoideachais

Tugann Comhairle Contae Laoise Deontais Ardoideachais
faoin Acht um Udarais Aititla (Deontais Ardoideachais)
1968-1992 d'iarrthdiri inchailithe. Déantar an Scéim a
fhoégairt go bliantuil agus is € 31 Lunasa de gach bliain
an data deiridh d'iarratais lionta. De ghnath bionn na
sonrai le fail in IUil 6 Ranndg na nDeontas Ardoideachais
noé ar ar laithrean Gréasain ag www.laois.ie/heg. i 2004,
thug Comhairle Contae Laoise 144 deontas Ura agus
rinneadh 310 deontas a athnuachan. Ba é an deontas
cothaithe is mé a bhi ar fail na €2,945, agus rinneadh an
taille Claraithe a ardu go €750. Tagann an t-iomlanméid
ioctha amach i 2004 go dti €1,969,862.28.

Toghchain Aitidla

Tiondladh na Toghchain Aitidla ar 11 Meitheamh 2004.
Ceapadh 52 iarrthéir do thoghchain sna cuig thogcheantar.
Ba é an toghthoireacht iomlan na 48,643 le votail bhaili
iomlan de 30,547. Thosaigh an cuntas ar maidin Dé
Sathairn agus chriochnaigh sé go mall trathnéna Dé
Domhnaigh agus thainig fégairt dheiridh na dtorthai 6n
gCeann Chomhairimh aitiuil.

Buaicphointi

26/02/04 - Nochtadh na plaice sa Larionad Oidhreachta,
Cluain na Sli chun an tUasal Mick Dunne,R.T.E.,
nach maireann.

26/02/04 - Failte roimh an Uasal Michel Barnier,
Coiminsinéir AE ar ocaid a chruinnithe le
Comhaltai B.M.W. agus S. & E Comhtiondéil

Réigitinacha in Aras an Chontae

26/03/04 - Failtiu Cathartha le hurraim d'Fhoireann
Peile Mionur Laoise-Buaiteoiri Chraobh na
hEireann 2003.

21/05/04 - Failtia le hurraim do chumann lucht trachtala
na hEireann as a gComhdhail a thiondl i
bPort Laoise.

28/05/04 - Failtiu Cathartha le hurraim do I.C.A. as a
gCruinniu Naisiunta Bliantuil a thiondl i
bPort Laoise.

14/07/04 - Freastal ar shearmanas ag Mainistir Achadh
Bho, chun a 30U Cothrom an Lae d& gcéad
oilithreachta 6 Salzburg, san Ostair go dti
Mainistir Achadh Bho.

22/10/04 - Failtiu Cathartha le hurraim d'Fhoireann
Chosanta Laoise - Buaiteoiri an Dushlain
Naisiunta Gniomhaiochtai.

24/11/04 - Failtia le hurraim do Thionscadal Comenius
Scoileanna na hEorpa Scoil Bhride, Scoil
Naisiunta, Rath Domhnaigh agus ionadaithe
0 scoileanna sa Spainn, an Romain agus an
Fhrainc pairteach.
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Partnership
The Work Place Partnership Committee continued their
work during 2004. The members in 2004 were:

Management Nominees Union Nominees

Gerry Maher Kieran Kehoe
(Joint Chair) (Joint Chair)
Declan Byrne John Culleton
Martin Daly Paddy Dowling

Denise Doyle
lan McCormack

Dolores Murphy
Michael O'Loughlin

Facilitator: Josephine Kavanagh

PANG

The PANG Committee had a very successful year. Many
events were held including the Health Focus Day which
was a great success with over 140 employees attending
and 26 stands were on show offering medical, physical
and nutritional advice. The Cardicheck Mobile Unit was in
attendance and over 25% of employees took the
opportunity to use the Cardicheck. It is envisaged that the
Cardicheck Mobile Unit will visit the area offices in early
2005.

Long Service Awards

For the second year running Workplace Partnership
presented the Long Service Awards to former employees
of the Council. The awards were made in the categories
of 20 to 40 years service.

Recipients of Awards in respect of 30 years service

Greening Committee

In 2004 the committee dealt with a number of issues
identified through green housekeeping measures. As a
result of these efforts 13 bags of paper and 1 fi bales of
cardboard are recycled each week. Financial savings
have been achieved through these measures.

Return to Learning

This initiative is in its third year and is a joint venture
between Laois County Council and Laois V.E.C.

8 participants took part during 2004.

Area Partnership Committee
Partnership Area Committees were established in 2004

which will result in each area partnership delivering
positive and significant outcomes for all employees.

Freedom of Information (F.O.l.)

The Freedom of Information Act 1997 has applied to Local
Authorities since October 21st 1998.

The following show the level of activity in relation to
requests for 2004:

Applications received/processed in 2004

Applications on hands at 31/12/2003 Nil
Applications received during 2004 29
Decisions taken during 2004 26
Applications on hands at 31/12/2004 3
Nature of Information Sought

Personal (to applicant) 6
Non-personal 23
Appeals

Appeals to Information Commissioner 3
Appeal to High Court Nil
Source of Requests

Journalists 2
Business 2
Oireachtas Members 1
Local Authority Members 1
Others/General Public 23

Participants in Health Focus Day
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Comhphairtiocht Coiste Comhphairtiochta Ceantair
Lean Coiste Chomhphairtiochta an lonaid Oibre Bunaiodh Coisti Comhphairtiochta Ceantair i 2004
da gcuid oibre le linn 2004. Ba iad na comhaltai i 2004: agus is € an toradh a bheidh ar seo na go seachadfaidh
gach comhphairtiocht cheantair torthai dearfa agus
Ainmnithigh Bainistiochta Ainmnithigh Aontais suntasacha do gach fostai.
Gerry Maher Kieran Kehoe Saorail Faisnéise (S.F.)
(Comhchathaoir) (Comhchathaoir) T4 an tAcht um Shaorail Faisnéise i bhfeidhm ar Udarais
Declan Byme John Culleton Aititla 6 21 Deireadh Fémhair 1998.
Martin Daly Paddy Dowling
Denise Doyle Dolores Murphy Léirionn an méid a leanas an leibhéal gniomhaiochta
lan McCormack Michael O'LOUgh'In i dtaca le hiarratais do 2004:
Eascaitheoir: Josephine Kavanagh larratais faighte/proisedilte i 2004
larratais ar laimh ag 31/12/2003 Naid
PANG larratais a fuarthas le linn 2004 29
Bhi bliain an-rathuil ag an gCoiste PANG. Tionodladh a lan Cinnti a rinneadh le linn 2004 26
6caidi agus ina measc bhi La Fécasaithe ar Shlainte ar larratais ar laimh ag 31/12/2004 3
éirigh go hiontach leis agus bhi os cionn 140 fostai ansin
agus bhi 26 seastan ar taispeaint a thairg comhairle Cinéal d'Fhaisnéis a Lorgaiodh
leighis, fhisiceach agus chothaithe. Bhi an tAonad Taistil Pearsanta (don iarrthdir) 6
Cardicheck ansin agus ghlac os cionn 25% de fhostaithe Neamhphearsanta 23
an deis chun an Cardicheck a usaid. Samhlaitear go
dtabharfaidh an tAonad Taistil Cardicheck cuairt ar oifigi Achombhairc
an cheantairgo luath i 2005. Achomhairc chuig an gCoimisinéir Faisnéise 3
Achombharc chuig an Ard-Chuirt Naid

Gradaim do Sheirbhis Fhada

Don dara bliain i ndiaidh a chéile chur Comhpairtiocht an | ©inse na nlarratas

lonaid oibre na Gradaim do Sheirbhis Fhada i lathair Iriseoiri 2

d'iarfhostaithe na Comhairle. Rinneadh na gradaim i Gno ) , _ 2

geatagairi 6 20 go 40 bliain seirbhise. Comhaltai an Oireachtais 1
Combhaltai Udaras Aitiuil 1
Eile/An Pobal i gCoitinne 23

&

Ise

Faighteoiri Gradam maidir le 40 bliain
de sheirbhis

An Chomhairle Ghlas

| 2004 dhéileail an coiste le roinnt ceisteanna
sainaitheanta tri bhearta fhearas ti glais. Mar thoradh na
n-iarrachtai seo rinneadh 13 mala de phaipéar agus 1 fi
cornan de chairtchlar a athchursail gach seachtain.
Fuarthas coilgilteas airgeadais trid na bearta seo.

Filleadh ar an bhFoghlaim

Ta an tionscnamh seo ina thriu bliain agus is comhfhiontar
¢é idir Comhairle Contae Laoise agus G.O. Laoise.

Ghlac 8 rannphairtiocht pairt le linn 2004.
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Register of Electors 2004/2005

Dail Constituency

Presidential Electors Dail Electors

Laois - Offaly 46,775 47,000
Total: 46,775 47,000
Potential

European Parliament Constituency

European Electors

European Electors

Leinster 47,040 15
Total: 47,040 15
Local Electoral Areas Number of Electors

Borris-in-Ossory 13,523

Emo 7,752

Luggacurren 7,799

Mountmellick 6,635

Portlaocise 11,513

Total: 47,222

Town Council

Local Government Electors

Mountmellick Town Council 2,305

Portlaoise Town Council 6,791

Total: 9,096

Postal and Special Voters

Dail Defence Disabled Disabled
Constituency Gardai Forces Diplomats Postal Occupation Special
Laois-Offaly 2 125 3 24 0 0

Guests at unveiling of plaque in The Heritage Centre, Clonaslee to commemorate the late Mr.
Mick Dunne, R.T.E., a native of Clonaslee
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Clar na dToghthéiri 2004/2005
Dailcheantar Toghthoéiri Uachtaranachta Toghthdiri na Dala
Laois - Uibh Fhaili 46,775 47,000
lomlan: 46,775 47,000
Acmhainneacht
Dailcheantar Pharlaimint na hEorpa Toghthoéiri na hEorpa Toghthoéiri na hEorpa
Laighin 47,040 15
lomlan: 47,040 15
Toghcheantair Aititula Lion na dToghthoiri
Buirios Moér Osrai 13,523
loma 7,752
Log an Churraigh 7,799
Modinteach Milic 6,635
Port Laoise 11,513
lomlan: 47,222
Comhairle Baile Toghthéiri Rialtais Aititla
Combhairle Baile Mhointeach Milic 2,305
Combhairle Baile Phort Laoise 6,791
lomlan: 9,096
Vétalaithe Poist agus Vétalaithe Speisialta
Dailcheantar Foérsai Michumas Michumas
An Garda Cosanta Toscairi Poist Saothar Speisialta
Laois-Uibh Fhaili 2 125 3 24 0 0
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Aionna ag failtiu le hurraim do Thionscadal Comenius Scoileanna na hEorpa
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The Council Members supported and attended the following Conferences in 2004:

Tourism Plans Kildare 16th January 2004

Wicklow County Tourism Newtownmountkennedy 22nd January 2004

Septic Tank Seminar Ennis 29th - 30th January 2004
Cumann Merriman Bunratty 30th January - 1st February 2004
Renewable Energy Wexford 5th - 6th February 2004
Association of Municipal Authorities Letterkenny 13th - 14th February 2004
Women Learning Dublin 25th February 2004

Carlow Tourism Carlow 26th - 27th February 2004

Clare Tourist Council & Antrim Borough Council Antrim 27th - 29th February 2004
Colmcille Heritage Trust Letterkenny 27th - 29th February 2004

Rattoo 13th Annual Environment Recognition Conference

Ballybunion

3rd - 6th March 2004

BMW Regional Assembly Galway 4th March 2004
Duhallow Conference Kanturk 4th - 7th March 2004
General Council of County Councils Kilkenny 11th - 13th March 2004
Kilkee Waterworld Kilkee 25th - 26th March 2004
Clonmel Borough Council Clonmel 2nd - 3rd April 2004
Local Authority Members Association Ennis 15th - 16th April 2004
Tipperary Peace Convention Tipperary Town 16th - 18th April 2004
Barcelona Declaration Project Kilmainham 19th April 2004
Protecting our Natural Heritage Cork 22nd - 23rd April 2004
Europade Conference Westport 22nd - 23rd April 2004

Kadenza Cousultancies - Local Government 1999-2004 Dungarvan
DFI Seminar - Accommodation for people with Disabilities Dublin

7th - 8th May 2004
11th May 2004

Mid-West Regional Authority- The PRELUDE challenge  Ennis 13th - 14th May 2004
Sustainable N.I. Belfast 21st June 2004
Confederation on European Charter Dublin 29th - 30th June 2004
Dr. Douglas Hyde Conference Roscommon 16th - 17th July 2004
International Humbert School Ballina 20th - 25th July 2004
Parnell Summer School Avondale 15th - 20th August 2004
Merriman Summer School Ennistymon 21st -28th August 2004
Confederation of European Councillors Athlone 4th September 2004
Freedom to Farm - Ireland's Opportunity Waterford 9th - 10th September 2004
Home-Start/South Conference Dundalk 15th September 2004
Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend Omagh 18th - 19th September 2004
Association of Municipal Authorities Listowel 16th - 18th September 2004
Getting a Grip 2004 Killarney 30th Sept. - 1st October 2004
La Touche Legacy Seminar Greystones 1st - 3rd October 2004
— Joining across the Water Ballina 7th -8th October 2004
G Local Political Leadership Mallow 14th - 16th October 2004
Confederation of European Councillors Gibraltar 14th - 17th October 2004
E: The Local Government Budget Killarney 23rd October 2004
::I Managing Local Economic Development Portlaoise 20th - 21st October 2004
D Enterprise Kiltullagh Ltd Ballinlough 28th October 2004
u Policy-making in Local Government Carrick-on-Suir 29th - 30th October 2004
Waste Management Vienna 10th - 12th November 2004
:5'-. L.A.M.A. Winter Seminar 2004 Dundalk 12th - 13th November 2004
) Tourism - A Relationship Business Ennistymon 23rd - 27th November 2004
E: Confederation of European Councillors Ennikskillen 2nd - 3rd December 2004
:’ Seminar for SMES Waterford 7th December 2004
The Official Languages Act Seminar Limerick 10th December 2004
5 I.P.A. Training Portlaoise 11th December 2004
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Thug na Comhaltai Comhairle tacaiocht do agus d'fhreastail siad ar na Comhdhalacha seo

a leanas i 2004:

Pleananna Turasoireachta

Turasoireacht Chontae Chill Mhantain
Seiminear ar umair sheipteacha

Cumann Merriman

Fuinneamh Inathnuaite

Cumann na mBardas

Mna ag Foghlaim

Turaséireacht Cheatharlaigh

Combhairle Turasoireacht an Chlair agus
Combhairle Buirge Aontroma

Aontoabhas Oidhreachta Cholm Cille

130 Chomhdhail Bhliantuil ar Aitheantas

an Chomhshaoil Rattoo

Tiondl Réigiunacha BMW

Comhdhail Duhallow

Ardchomhairle na gCombhairli Contae
Waterworld Chill Chaoi

Combhairle Buirge

Cumann Chomhaltai na nUdaras Aitiil
Coinbinsitin do Shiochain Thiobraid Arann
Tionscnamh Dearbhaithe Barcelona

Ag Cosaint ar nOidhreacht Nadurtha
Comhdhail Europade,

Combhairleachtai Kadenza - Rialtas Aititil 1999-2004
Seiminear DFI - Coiriocht do dhaoine faoi Mhichumais
Udaras Réigitinacha an Mhean larthair -

An dushlan PRELUDE

Inbhunaithe TE

Cénaidhm ar Chairt na hEorpa

Comhdhail an Dochttra Dubhghlas de hide
Scoile Idirnaisiunta Humbert

Scoil Samhraigh Parnell

Scoil Samhraigh Merriman

Cénaidhm na gCombhairleoiri Eorpacha
Saoirse chun Feirmeoireachta -Deis na hEireann
Comhdhail Home-Start/Deisceart

Deireadh Seachtaine Litriochta Benedict Kiely
Cumann na mBardas

Getting a Grip 2004

Seiminear Oidhreacht La Touche Legacy
Ag Nascadh thar an bhFarraige
Ceannsaiocht Aitidil Pholaitiil

Cénaidhm na gCombhairleoiri Eorpacha
Buiséad an Rialtais Aitidil

Bainistiti na Forbartha Eacnamaiochta Aititla
Fiontraiocht Chill Tulaigh Tte

Déanamh Polasaithe i Rialtais Aitidil
Baisnistiocht Dramhaiola

Seiminear Geimhridh L.A.M.A. 2004
Turasdireacht - Gné Caidrimh

Cénaidhm na gCombhairleoiri Eorpacha
Seiminear do SMES

Seiminear Acht na dTeangacha Offigiula
Oilidint I.P.A.

Chill Dara 1

Baile an Chinnéidigh

Inis

Bunratty

Loch Garman
Leitir Ceanainn
Baile Atha Cliath
Ceatharlach

Aontroim
Leitir Ceanainn

Baile an Bhuinnednaigh

Gaillimh
Ceann Toirc
Chill Chainnigh
Cill Chaoi
Chluain Meala
Inis

Baile Thiobraid Arann

Cill Maigheann
Corcaigh
Cathair na Mart
Dudn Garbhain
Baile Atha Cliath

Inis

Béal Feirste
Baile Atha Cliath
Ros Comain
Béal an Atha
Avondale

Inis Diomain
Atha Luain
Port Lairge
Dun Dealgain
An Omaigh
Lios Tuathail
Cill Airne

Na Clocha Liatha
Béal an Atha
Mala

Gibraltar

Cill Airne

Port Laoise
Baile an Locha
Carraig na Sitire
Vienna

Dun Dealgain
Inis Diomain

Inis Ceithleann
Port Lairge
Luimneach

Port Laoise

6 Eanair 2004

2 Eanair 2004

29 - 30 Eanair 2004

30 Eanair - 1 Feabhra 2004
5-6 Feabhra 2004

13-14 Feabhra 2004

25 Feabhra 2004

26-27 Feabhra 2004

27-29 Feabhra 2004
27-29 Feabhra 2004

3-6 Marta 2004

4 Marta 2004

4-7 Marta 2004
11-13 Marta 2004
25-26 Marta 2004
2-3 Aibrean 2004
15-16 Aibrean 2004
16-18 Aibrean 2004
19 Aibrean 2004
22-23 Aibrean 2004
22-23 Aibrean 2004
7-8 Bealtaine 2004
11 Bealtaine 2004

13-14 Bealtaine 2004

21 Meitheamh 2004

29-30 Meitheamh 2004

16-17 luil 2004

20-25 luil 2004

15 -20 Lanasa 2004

21-28 Lunasa 2004

4 Mean Fémhair 2004

9-10 Mean Fémhair 2004

15 Mean Fomhair 2004

18-19 Mean Fémhair 2004
16-18 Mean Fémhair 2004

30 Mean Fémhair -

1 Deireadh Fémhair 2004

1-3 Deireadh Fémhair 2004
7-8 Deireadh Fémhair 2004

14 -16 Deireadh Fomhair 2004
14 - 17 Deireadh Fémhair 2004
23 Deireadh Fomhair 2004

20 -21 Deireadh Fomhair 2004
28 Deireadh Fomhair 2004
29- 30 Deireadh Fémhair 2004
10 -12 Samhain 2004

12 -13 Samhain 2004

23-27 Samhain 2004

2-3 Nollaig 2004

7 Nollaig 2004

10 Nollaig 2004

11 Nollaig 2004
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Human Resources

Recruitment Statistics

A total of 415 (Whole-time Equivalent) people were
employed by Laois County Council at 31st December,
2004.

During 2004 Laois County Council held 50 competitions, in
relation to which the following statistics have been
extracted:

Total Applications received 1208

Male Female
Applicants 479 729
Successful
Applicants 138 77

Permanent Appointments/Promotions 2004:

Male Female
31 8

Work Life Balance Initiatives

At year-end 11 employees were availing of the Career
Break Scheme, 20 employees were availing of the
job/work sharing scheme and 13 employees were availing
of the Parental Leave Scheme.

Industrial Relations

Laois County Council is generally characterised by good
industrial relations.

No days were lost due to industrial action in 2004.

Employee Training & Development

Laois County Council delivered a comprehensive training
programme in 2004 based on the Training Needs Analysis
carried out in January 2004.

Expenditure on training courses was approximately
€205,000.

Training Courses provided in 2004 included:

Training Trainer

Customer Care and
Aggression Managemenf H. Training

Expert Witness La Touch Bond Solon

Media Skills Communique International

Literacy Awareness National Adult Literacy
Agency (NALA)

Stress Management PMS Ltd.
Basic Chainsaw Coillte
General Services

Supervisor Course Educare
Manual Handling OSTO Ltd.

9 employees completed the Certificate in Local
Government Studies.

A number of employees are pursuing other 3rd level
courses with assistance from Laois County Council.

Employees also attended Conferences and Seminars
related to their area of work. Laois County Council is
striving towards continuous improvement in its training
function to enable employees to meet the changing nature
of the challenges facing this Council.

Service Indicators

(1) The Council achieved the 3% National Performance
Indicator for expenditure on training and development
as a percentage of total payroll costs in 2004. The
out-turn in Laois County Council was 3.33%.

(2) In relation to the number of working days lost to
certified and uncertified illness the following statistics

apply:-

* Certified 3.57%
* Uncertified 0.31%

Equality

Laois County Council is an equal opportunity employer
and is committed to the introduction of a broad range of
policies, practices and procedures which aim to recognise
individual contribution and performance, develop each
individual's capability and give everyone an equal
opportunity to use his/her talent and realise his/her
potential.

During 2004 the Equality Officer together with the Equality
Action Team continued to raise awareness and provide
advice in relation to equality issues.

The following policy documents were prepared by the
Equality Action Team and adopted in 2004.

« Dignity at Work Policy

- Diversity Management Policy

» Handbook on Cultural Diversity - Members of the
Travelling Community

Joe Whelan Overseer, (right) with friends and
colleagues at his retirement function



Acmhainni Daonna

Staitistici Earcaiochta

Bhi iomlan de 415 ( Céibhéis Lanaimseartha) duine
fostaithe ag Combhairle Contae Laoise ag

31 Nollaig 2004.

Le linn 2004 bhi 50 comoértas ag Comhairle Contae Laoise
ona bhfuarthas na staitistici seo a leanas:

lomlan na nlarratas faighte 1208

Fireann Baineann
larratais 479 729
larratais ar
éirigh leo 138 77

Ceapachain/Ardaithe Céime Buana 2004:

Fireann Baineann
31 8

Tionscnaimh Oibre agus Maireachtala a

Chothramu

Ag deireadh na bliana ghlac 11 fostai pairt i Scéim
an tSosa Ghairme, ghlac 20 fostai pairt sa scéim
poistroinnte/jabroinnte agus ghlac 13 fostai pairt sa
Scéim um Shaoire Tuismitheora.

Caidrimh Tionscalaiocha

Go ginearalta bionn caidreamh tionscalaioch maith
mar ghné de chuid Chomhairle Contae Laoise.

Nior cailleadh la oibre ar bith mar gheall ar ghniomh
tionscalaioch i 2004.

Léiria do Peter Scully, an Ceannaire Airgeadais
chun a scor as Comhairle Contae Laoise
a cheilitradh

Oiliuint agus Forbairt Fostaithe

Sheachaid Comhairle Contae Laoise clar cuimsitheach
oiliun i 2004 bunaithe ar an Anailis ar Riachtanais Qililna a
rinneadh in Eanair 2004.

Bhi an caitheachas ar chursai oilitina thart ar €205,000.

| Tuarascail Bhiiantuil 2004

Ba iad na Cdursai Qiliuna a cuireadh ar fail na:

Qilitint Qiliuntoir
Curam Custaiméiri agus
Bainistiocht lonsaitheachta| Oilitint

Finné Saineolaithe La Touch Bond Solon

Scileanna na Mean Communique Internationa

Litearthacht Naisiunta
Aosach Gniomhaireacht

Feasacht ar Litearthacht

(NALA)
Bainistiocht Struis PMS Ltd.
Basic Chainsaw Coillte
Seirbhisi Ginearalta
Cursa Maoirseoireachta Educare
Laimhséail Laimhe OSTO Ltd.

Chuir 9 bhfostai Teastas i Staidéar Rialtais Aititil i gcrich.

Bhi roinnt fostaithe ag déanamh cursai 3u leibhéil eile le
cuidit 6 Chomhairle Contae Laoise.

D'fhreastail fostaithe ar Chomhdhalacha agus Seimineair
a bhain lena réimse oibre chomh maith. Ta Comhairle
Contae Laoise ag iarraidh feabhas leaninach a bhaint
amach ina fheidhm oiliina chun fostaithe a chur ar a
gcumas dul i ngleic le dushlain ata ag athru agus a
thagann os comhair na Comhairle seo.

Tascairi Seirbhise

(1) Bhain an Chomhairle an 3% den Tascaire
Feidhmiuchain Naisiunta amach do chaiteachas ar
oilitiint agus fhorbairt mar chéadatan d'iomlanchostais
parolla i 2004. Ba i an tairgeacht i gComhairle Contae
Laoise na 3.33%.

(2) Baineann na staistici seo a leanas leis an méid de
laethanta caillte mar gheall ar thinneas dearbhaithe
n6 neamhdhearbhaithe:-

» Dearbhaithe 3.57%
* Neamhdhearbhaithe 0.31%

Comhionannas

Fostéir comhdheiseanna is ea Comhairle Contae Laoise
agus ta sé tiomanta do thabhairt isteach raon leathan

de pholasaithe, chleachtais agus ghnathaimh a bhfuil sé
d'aidhm acu ionchur agus feidhmiuchan an duine aonair
a aithint, cumas gach duine aonair a fhorbairt agus
comhdheis a thabhairt do gach duine maidir le husaid a
éirime/a héirime agus a chumais/cumais is fearr a réadu.

Le linn 2004 lean an tOifigeach Comhionannais in éineacht
leis an bhFoireann Gniomhaiochta Comhionannais chun
feasacht a spreagadh agus comhairle a chur ar fail i dtaca
le ceisteanna comhionannais.

D'ullmhaigh an Fhoireann Gniomhaiochta Comhionannais
na caipéisi polasai a leanas agus glactha leo i 2004.

* Polasai Dinite san lonad Oibre

- Polasai Bainistiochta Eagsulachta

- Lamhleabhar ar Eagsulacht Cultdr - Baill den Lucht
Taistil
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Information & Communications
Technology Department

The year 2004 saw some major advances being made and
projects undertaken in the I.C.T. area.

Network Administration

This area of the I.C.T. Department is responsible for the
management of the Councils Computer Network
infrastructure comprising: Communications Rooms,
Network Servers, Workstations, Routers, Leased Lines,
and Wireless Links.

During 2004 a number of upgrades to Operating Systems,
Applications and Equipment were implemented, including
Microsoft Exchange, Anti Virus Applications, Server
Operating Systems, and System Backup Applications.
Midway through the year Laois became part of the
Government Virtual Private Network (V.P.N.) System. This
enabled much improved secure communication with the
various Government Departments and other agencies.
New Network equipment was installed in the Training
Room and the Council Chamber, which will considerably
enhance the |.C.T. facilities in both these venues.

As part of the ongoing effort to improve Customer Service,
Broadband Internet Access for the Library Users was
provided at Portlaoise branch library. It is intended to make
this facility available at other libraries as broadband
becomes available at more locations.

Replacement of a number of PCs used for Internet access
in Libraries is planned for early 2005 and this will result in
a much improved service to the public.

CCI President Mark Staunton and Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government,
Dick Roche T. D., presenting Ray Bell, Laois
County Council with an award at the CCI
Excellence Awards Ceremony in Dublin.

Geographic Information Systems

GIS has now established itself as a core technology of the
organisation. The latest Ordnance Survey of Ireland digital
vector mapping is now available for the whole county,
improving the accuracy of the GIS mapping and analysis
operations. Significant performance improvements in the
Intranet GIS system has enabled the organisation to view
this system as a single portal into the full range of
corporate datasets, facilitating dissemination of information
and improved decision making. Desktop GIS technology
has also improved significantly, with more robust and

functional software now available in all the primary
technical areas. GIS has made a considerable contribution
to better customer service through the development of
interactive map solutions embedded in Laois.ie. The GPlan
system now enables the public to browse the planning
applications in their area of interest and query the status of
the application. The success of this system has meant
development has begun on a number of similar Internet
GIS solutions.

Software Development & Internet/Intranet
The Laois Electronic Parking Fines system was further
developed by our software developers, and is being
currently considered as a national system for all local
authorities. Laois County Council was asked to attend an
EU Quality Service conference in September to
demonstrate this system to other European countries. This
system also received an award from the Chamber of
Commerce Ireland for Excellence in Public Service.

Dermot O'Loughlin at the "Excellence in Public
Service Awards" Roadshow.

Other systems that were either developed or implemented
by the IT section in 2004 include a system for document
scanning, Contact Management System, Interactive GIS
special solutions, environmental complaints and
management reporting systems.

Laois County Council continues to improve communication
through the organisation through the use of the corporate
intranet. The intranet is now used by all staff in the
organisation on a daily basis to share information and
collaborate on projects.

Laois County Council continues to make all council
information available through our council website and are
working with the National Disability Authority to make our
website fully accessible for people of all abilities.

In 2004 the facility for payment on-line for some of our
services was provided and more services are being added.
The planning process has been made more accessible for
everyone through the Planning enquiry system at
www.laois.ie/eplan.
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Ranndg na Teicneolaiochta Faisnéise
agus Cumarsaide

Rinneadh a lan dul chun cinn sa bhliain 2004 agus tugadh
faoina lan tionscamh sa réimse TFC.

Riarachan Lionra

Ta an réimse seo de Roinn an T.F.C. freagrach as
bainistiocht bhonneagar Lionra Riomhaire na gComhairli
déanta suas de: Seomrai Cumarsaide, Freastalaithe
Lionra, Staisiuin Oibre, Rodairi, Linte ar Léas, agus Naisc
gan Sreang.

Le linn 2004 cuireadh roinnt uasghradaithe ar Chorais
Oibriuchain, Feidhmiuchain agus Trealamh i bhfeidhm,
lena n-airitear Microsoft Exchange, Feidhmchlair Frithviris,
Coérais Oibriuchain Freastalaithe, agus Feidhmchlair
Chorais Chultaca. Leathbhealaigh trid an mbliain rinneadh
Laois mar phairt de Coras Lionra Priobhaidigh Fhioruil an
Rialtais (V.P.N.). Chumasaigh seo cumarsaid i bhfad nios
daingne leis na Ranna Rialtais éagsula agus le
gniomhaireachtai eile. Cuireadh trealamh ur Lionra isteach
sa Seomra Qiliuna agus i Seomra na Comhairle a
threiseoidh na saoraidi TFC sa da aonad seo araon. Mar
phairt den iarracht leanunach maidir le feabhas a chur

ar Sheirbhis don Chustaiméir, rinneadh Rochtain ar an
Idirlion Leathanbhanda d'Usaideoiri na Leabharlainne a
chur ar fail i leabharlann bhrainse Phort Laoise. Ta sé
ceaptha an tsaoraid seo a chur ar fail i leabarlanna eile
nuair a bheidh leathanbhanda ar fail i nios mé aiteanna.
Ta sé pleanailte Riomhairi a Usaidtear do rochtain ar an
Idirlion a athsholathar go luath i 2005 agus siocar seo
beidh feabhas mor ar an tseirbhis don phobal.

Corais Faisnéise Geografai

Bhunaigh CFG é féin mar chroitheicneolaiocht na
heagraiochta. Ta an léarscailiocht veicteora méarai
Shuirbhéireacht Ordanais na hEireann is déanai ar fail
anois don chontae uile, agus cuireann seo feabhas ar
chruinneas léarscailiochta CFG agus oibriichan anailise.
Chuir feabhais shuntasacha feidhmiuchan i gCoéras Inlin
CFG ar chumas na heagraiochta breathnu ar an gcéras
mar thairseach singil sa raon iomlan de thacair sonrai
corparaideacha, a éascaionn scaipeadh eolais agus
cinnteoireachta nios fearr. Ta feabhas suntasach tagtha ar
theicneolaiocht deisce riomhaire an CFG chomh maith, le

bogearrai nios acmhainni agus nios feidhmiula ar fail sna
priomhréimsi teicniula go léir.

Ta ionchur maith déanta ag an CFG chun seirbhis don
chustaiméir a dhéanamh nios fearr tri fhorbairti de réitigh
idirghniomhacha |éarscala leabaithe i Laois i.e. Cuireann
coéras an Gphlean ar chumas an phobail anois na iarratais
phleanala a bhrabhsail sna réimsi ina bhfuil suim acu agus
ceisteanna a chur faoi staid aon iarratais faoi leith.

Da bharr rath an choérais seo tosaiodh ar fhorbairt ar roinnt
réiteach Idirlin CFG comhchosuil.

Forbairt Bogearrai & an Idirlion/Inlion
Rinneadh ar bhforbroéiri bogearrai tuilleadh forbartha ar
Choras Finealacha Paircéala Laoise, agus faoi lathair
breathnaitear air mar chéras naisiunta do na hddarais
aitidla eile. larradh ar Chomhairle Contae Laoise freastal
ar chomhdhail ar Chailiocht Seirbhise AE i Mean Fémhair
chun an céras seo a thaispeaint do thiortha Eorpacha eile.
Ta gradam faighte ag an gcoras seo 6 Chumann Lucht
Trachtala na hEireann do Bharrfheabhas sa tSeirbhis
Poibli.

| measc na gcoras eile a rinneadh forbairt orthu n6 a
cuireadh i bhfeidhm ag an rannég TF i 2004 ta coras do
scanadh caipéisi, Coras Bainistiochta Teagmhala, Réitigh
Speisialta Idirgniomhacha CFG, gearain chomhshaoil agus
corais tuairiscithe bainistiochta.

Leanann Comhairle Contae Laoise de chumarsaid a
fheabhsu san eagraiocht tri Usaid a bhaint as an inlin
chorparaidigh. Usaideann an fhoireann go léir san
eagraiocht an Inlion anois ar bhonn laethuil chun eolas a
roinnt agus chun comhoibriu ar thionscadail.

Leanann Comhairle Contae Laoise ag cur eolas na
comhairle ar fad ar fail trinar laithrean Gréasain Comhairle
agus ta siad ag obair leis an Udaras Naisitinta Michumais
chun rochtain iomlan ar ar laithrean Gréasain a chur ar fail
do dhaoine de gach cineal cumais.

| 2004 solathraiodh saoraid maidir le hioc ar line do chuid
dar seirbhisi agus ta tuilleadh seirbhisi a gcur leis. Ta
rochtain nios fearr tagtha ar an bproiseas pleanala do
gach duine trid an gcoras fiosraithe Pleanala ag
www.laois.ie/eplan.

Faighteoiri gradam ag Barrfheabhas i Searmanas Seirbhise Poibli
leis an Taoiseach, An tUas.Bertie Ahern T.D.
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Housing, Social and Cultural Policy

Chair: Brian Stanley MCC
Members: Sectoral:

William Aird, M.C.C. Mary Wheatley
Larry Kavanagh, M.C.C. Pat Culleton
Paddy Bracken, M.C.C. John Grace
Seamus McDonald, M.C.C. Mick Dowling

Catherine Fitzgerald, M.C.C.
Marc Connolly, T.C.

Director Of Services: Declan Byrne

Senior Executive Officer: A.M. Delaney
A/Senior Executive Engineer:  Sean Ryan
Senior Social Worker: Fionnuala Daly
County Librarian: Gerry Maher

Report on Strategic Policy Committee

During 2004 the Housing, Social and Cultural S.P.C. met in
March, May and December. Reports and recommendations
were considered from the Arts, Heritage, Sports & Leisure
and Library Sections. The meeting held in May was a
special meeting arranged to brief the members on the
Multi-Annual Social and Affordable Housing Action

Plan 2004-2008 which was agreed by the Members.

The meeting in December 2004 was the first meeting of the
newly elected S.P.C. and a programme of work for the
forthcoming year was discussed and agreed. The S.P.C. is
working satisfactorily.

Housing Services

Laois County Council's key objective is to maximise the
availability of accommodation to meet different categories of
need and to promote the full range of housing options.

Highlights during 2004

» The completion of a 60-house loan and subsidy
scheme project by Cluid Voluntary Housing
Association in Ballycullenbeg, Mountmellick.

 Adoption of Action Plan for Social & Affordable
Housing 2004-2008

* The successful acquisition of the first group of
houses under Part V — Housing Strategy — four
houses in Kilminchy, Portlacise and the
commencement of 18 social and 18 affordable
houses under Part V in Graiguecullen.

Housing - Ballymorris Manor, Portarlington

Housing Construction & Acquisition

During the year, 193 houses were completed under this
Programme - see below for breakdown.

Borris in Ossory 10 units
Rathmoyle, Abbeyleix 10 units
Main Street, Mountrath 1 units
Cooltederry, Portarlington 46 units
Cork Road, Durrow 34 units
New Line Road, Mountrath 30 units
Arles 18 units
Colliers Lane, Portlaoise 40 units
Rural dwellings 4 units
Total 193 units

In addition, 30 houses were purchased on the open market
for allocation to persons on the waiting list and 7 new
demountable dwellings were also provided.

Summary Of Programme

No. under construction at 01/01/04 198
No. commenced in 2004 137
No. completed in 2004 193
No. in progress at 31/12/04 142

(including 6 house purchases)

The 137 housing starts initiated includes extensions to local
authority dwellings and improvement works in lieu to private
houses.

Planned Maintenance Programme

Phase Il of the Planned Maintenance Programme
commenced in September 2004.

101 units were identified as requiring immediate repair. The
remaining units will be included in future phases. Work will
be carried out over a two-year period and the approximate
cost of the overall works is in the region of €520,000.

Central Heating Initiative
In 2004, a new central heating programme was made
available by the Department of the Environment, Heritage

and Local Government. The funding available is €5,600 per
dwelling or 80% of expenditure, whichever is the lesser.

Following a survey of its housing stock, the Council made a
submission to the Department identifying 193 houses for
immediate upgrading in 2004. As a result, the Department
allocated €200,000 which is supplemented by expenditure
from the Council’s revenue resources. At year end, 36 units
were completed at an overall cost of €226,417.

Maintenance of Local Authority Stock

At 31st December, 2004 the Council had 1,428 dwellings in
its rented stock. Of this, a total of 53 vacant dwellings were
referred to the Maintenance Section for repair prior to
re-letting during the year.
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Polasai Tithiochta, Sdisialta agus

Cultartha

Cathaoir:

Combhaltai:

William Aird, M.C.C.

Larry Kavanagh, M.C.C.
Paddy Bracken, M.C.C.
Seamus McDonald, M.C.C.
Catherine Fitzgerald, M.C.C.
Marc Connolly, T.C.

Stidrthoir Seirbhisi:

Oifigeach Sinsearach Feidhmiuchain:
Innealtdir Sinsearach Feidhmitchain:
Oibri Sinsearach Saéisialta:
Leabharlannai Contae:

Brian Stanley MCC

Earnalach:
Mary Wheatley
Pat Culleton
John Grace
Mick Dowling

Declan Byrne
A.M. Delaney
Sean Ryan
Fionnuala Daly
Gerry Maher

Tuarascail ar Choiste an Pholasai

Straitéisigh

Le linn 2004 thainig an CPS Tithiochta, Sdisialta agus
Culturtha le chéile i Marta, Bealtaine agus Nollaig. Pléadh
tuarascalacha agus moltai 6 Rannoga na nEalaiona,
Oidhreacha, Spdéirt & Foilliochta agus Leabharlainne.
Cruinniu speisialta a bhi sa chruinniti a bhi ann i
mBealtaine, a socraiodh chun miontheagasc a thabhairt do
na comhaltai maidir leis an bPlean Gnimh lIbhliantuil
arThithiocht Shéisialta agus Inacmhainne 2004-2008 ar

chomhaontaigh na comhaltai leis.

Bhi an cruinniu | mi na Nollag 2004 mar an gcéad
chruinnit den CPS urthofa agus rinneadh clar oibre don
bliain le teacht a phlé agus a chomhaontu. Ta an CPS ag

obair go sasduil.

Seirbhisi Tithiochta

Is & priomhchuspoir Chomhairle Contae Laoise na
infhaighteacht coiriochta a dhéanamh chomh maith agus is
féidir chun dul i ngleic le catagéiri difriilla riachtanas agus
an raon iomlan de roghanna tithiochta a chur chun cinn.

Oscailt Oifigiuil ag Cuirt an Choiléirigh, Lana an
Choiléirigh, Port Laoise

Buaicphointi le linn 2004

« Cuir i gerich thionscadal scéim iasachta agu
féirdheontais 60-ti ag Cumann Tithiochta Deonai
Cluid i Ballycullenbeg, Moointeach Milie

 Glacadh le Plean Gnimh ar Thithiocht Shéisialta

agus Inacmhainne 2004-2008

» Gnéthd rathuil an chéad ghrupa de thithe faoi
Pairt V - Straitéis Tithiochta - ceithre theach i
Kilminchy, Port Laoise agus tosu ar 18 theach

soisialta agus 18 theach inacmhainne faoi Phairt
V i Craiguecullen.

Foirgniocht Tithiochta & Gnéthu

Le linn na bliana, cuireadh 193 teach i gcrich faoin
gClar seo - féach thios do mhiondealu.

Buirios Mér Osrai 10 n-aonad
Rathmoyle, Mainistir Laoise 10 n-aonad
Priomh-Shraid, Maighean Ratha 1 aonad
Cul Doire, Cuil an tSudaire 46 aonad
Bothar Chorcai, Dart 34 aonad
Bothar na Line Nua, Maighean Ratha 30 aonad
Arles 18 aonad
Lana an Choiléirigh, Port Laoise 40 aonad
Aiteanna conaithe tuaithe 4 aonad
lomlan 193 aonad

Lena chois sin, rinneadh 30 teach a cheannach ar

an margadh oscailte chun leithdhaileadh ar dhaoine a bhi
ar an liosta feithimh agus solathraiodh 7 n-ait chénaithe
ura chomh maith.

Achoimre an Chlair

Lion & thogail ag 01/01/04 198
Lion tosaithe i 2004 137
Lion curtha i gcrich 2004 193
Lion ar suil ag 31/12/04 142

(lena n-airitear 6 ceannach ti)

Airitear leis na 137 tosU tithiochta forleathnaithe ar
aiteanna conaithe udaras aititil agus oibreacha
feabhsaithein aonad tithe priobhaideacha.

Clar Cothabhala Pleanailte
Thosaigh céim 1l den Chlar Cothabhala Pleanailte i Mean
Fomhair 2004.

Sainaithniodh go raibh athchairiu laithreach de dhith ar
101 aonad. Airifeor an chuid eile de na haonaid i
gcéimeanna amach anseo. Déanfar an obair thar
thréimhse dha bhliain agus beidh costas na n-oibreacha
iomlana thart ar €520,000.

Tionscnamh Téimh Larnaigh

| 2004, chuir an Roinn Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus
Rialtais Aititil clar téimh larnaigh Gir ar fail. Is é an cistiu
ata ar fail na €5,600 an ait chénaithe né 80% caitheachas,
cibé is Iu. | ndiaidh suirbhé ar a stoc tithiochta, rinne an
Chombhairle aighneacht chuig an Roinn a shainaithigh

193 teach a uasghradu laithreach i 2004. D& bharr seo,
leithdhailigh an Rialtas €200,000 ata forlionta ag
caiteachas ¢ fhoinsi airgeadais na Comhairle. Ag deireadh
na bliana, bhi 36 aonad curtha i gcrich ag iomlanchostas
de € 226,417.

Cothabhail Stoic Udarais Aitiuil

Ag 31 Nollaig, 2004 bhi 1,428 ait chénaithe ag an
gCombhairle ina stoic ar chios. As seo, rinneadh iomlan de
53 ait chénaithe follmha a chur ar aghaidh chuig an
Ranndég Cothabhala d'athchoirit roimh iad a ligean ar
chios aris.

le Chontae Laoisé
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Turnkey Developments

Works are continuing on the Turnkey development at
Acragar, Mountmellick (32 social and 32 affordable units).
The Council regularly advertises to invite proposals from
Building Contractors or Developers for the supply of
Turnkey Housing Schemes in Co. Laois. All proposals are
considered subject to local requirements.

Land in Council Ownership

In 2004, land was acquired for housing development in
Camross, Co. Laois.

Part V- Housing Strategy

In accordance with Part V of the Housing Strategy, four
housing units were acquired in Portlaoise in 2004. Thirty-
six houses are in progress in Graiguecullen comprising of
18 social and 18 affordable units. In addition, a number of
Agreements are in place for the provision of units in
Portlaoise, Portarlington, Mountmellick and Abbeyleix.
Negotiations are also ongoing, for the provision of
additional units at a number of locations around the
County.

Voluntary Housing Sector

The Voluntary Sector continues to play a vital role in
assisting to meet the accommodation needs in Laois. In
2004, Cluid Housing Association completed 60 housing
units in Ballycullenbeg, Mountmellick. Construction is also
underway on 64 housing units by Respond! in Balladine,
Abbeyleix. The Sisters of Charity of Jesus & Mary are
constructing an 11-bed complex at The Green, Stradbally
and this should be completed in early 2005.

Affordable Housing

A number of Affordable Housing Schemes commenced in
2004. Eight 3-bedroomed houses were completed in
Arles. Four of these dwellings were sold in 2004 at a cost
price of €104,900 each, which was at a significant
discount from the market value of these houses. The
remainining 4 dwellings will be sold early in 2005.
Developments currently underway under this Scheme
include:

» Abbeyleix (Balladine) - 12 units
* Borris-In-Ossory

(St. Patrick’s Terrace) - 4 units
* Castletown - 6 units
 Graiguecullen - 18 units
* Mountmellick (Davitt Road) - 32 units
* Portarlington (Ballymorris) - 2 units
» The Swan - 6 units

New Houses at Old Forge Crescent , Mountrath

Activity under Various Schemes

Extensions to Local Authority Dwellings:

Commenced 15
Completed 7
Improvement Works in Lieu of Local Authority
Housing:

Commenced 10
Completed 5
Disabled Persons Grants:

Applications Received 165
Total No. of Grants Paid 191
(includes 2003 applications

on hands)

(Totalling €2,101,076)

Essential Repairs Grants:
Applications Received 117
Total No. of Grants Paid 67

(Totalling €530,311)

Tenant Purchase Scheme:

Applications Received 93
Houses Sold 25
Shared Ownership Loans:

Applications Received 63
Houses Purchased 26

Mortgage Allowance Scheme:

Applications Received 10
House Purchase Loans Paid: 1
Reconstruction Loans Paid: 5

Housing Rents

The Council reviews its Differential Rent Scheme on an
annual basis. The latest Scheme was implemented on
16th October 2004. The average weekly rent, under the
2004 Scheme, was €32.00. A total rental income of
€1,876,247 was received.

Traveller Accommodation

The Five Year Traveller Accommodation Programme
2000-2004 reached its conclusion on 31st December
2004. During the lifetime of the Programme, 72 offers of
housing and 32 offers of accommodation on residential
caravan parks were accepted.

In October 2004, a Draft Four-Year Traveller
Accommodation Programme for the period 1st January
2005 to 31st December 2008 was put on public display
inviting submissions from interested parties. This Draft
Programme is due for consideration at the April Monthly
Meeting 2005 of Laois County Council.

Significant progress in relation to the accommodation of
the Travelling Community has been made in County Laois
with only four families remaining on the roadside.
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Forbairti Turnkey

Tathar ag leanuint le hoibreacha ar fhorbairt Turnkey

ag Acragar, Moointeach Milie (32 aonad sdisialta

agus 32 aonad inacmhainne). Déanann an Chomhairle
fégrai go rialta maidir le moltai a lorg &6 Chonraitheoiri
Foirgniochta n6é Forbroiri do sholathar Scéimeanna
Tithiochta Turnkey i gCo. Laoise. Meastar na moltai uile a
bheith faoi réir riachtanas aitiuil.

Talamh in Uinéireacht Comhairle
| 2004, bhi talamh faighte d'fhorbairt tithiochta i gCamros,
Co. Laois.

Pairt V- Straitéis Tithiochta

Dé réir Phairt V den Straitéis Tithiochta, fuarthas ceithre
aonad tithiochta i bPort Laoise i 2004. Tathar i mbun oibre
ar thriocha a sé theach i Graiguecullen ina bhfuil 18 aonad
soisialta agus 18 aonad inacmhainne. Lena chois sin, ta
roinnt Chomhaontuithe ann maidir le solathar aonad i
bPort Laoise, Cuil an tSudaire, Moointeach Milie agus
Mainistir Laoise. Ta idirbheartaiochtai leanunacha ann
chomh maith, maidir le solathar aonaid bhreise ag roinnt
suiomh ar fud na Contae.

An Earnail Tithiochta Deonai

Leanann an Earnail Dheonach le rél fiorthabhachtach

a ghlacadh maidir le dul i ngleic le riachtanais chaéiriochta

i Laois. | 2004, chuir Cumann Tithiochta Cluid 60 aonad
tithiochta i gerich i Ballycullenbeg i Moointeach Milie.
Thosaigh Respond! ar fhoirgniocht 64 aonad tithiochta i
mBaile an Daighin, Mainistir Laoise. Ta na Siuracha
Carthanacha fosa & Muire ag tégail aonad 11-leaba ag an
bhFaiche, an tSraidbhaile agus ba cheart go mbeadh seo i
gcrich go hiomlan go luath i 2005.

Oscailt Oifigitil de Radharc Alainn, Ard Lios

Tithiocht Inacmhainne

Thosaigh roinnt Scéimeanna Tithiochta Inacmhainne

i 2004. Cuireadh ocht dteach 3-sheomra i gcrich in Arles.
Dioladh ceithre de na haiteanna conaithe seo i 2004 ag
costphraghas de €104,900 an ceann, a bhi ina lascaine
shuntasach ar luach margaidh na dtithe seo. Diolfar na 4
hait chénaithe eile go luath i 2005. Airitear iad seo a
leanas leis na forbairti ata ar bun faoi lathair faoin Scéim
Seo:

* Mainistir Laoise (Baile an Daighin) - 12 aonad
* Buirios Mor Osrai

(Ardan Naomh Padraig) - 4 aonad
* Baile an Chaislean - 6 aonad
* Graiguecullen - 18 aonad

* Moointeach Milie (Bothar Davitt) - 32 aonad
« Cuil an tSudaire (Ballymorris) - 2 aonad
* An Eala - 6 aonad

Gniomhaiocht faoi Scéimeanna Eagsula.

Forleathnaithe ar Aiteanna Cénaithe Udaras Aitiula:
Tosaithe 15
Criochnaithe 7

Oibreacha Feabhstchain in lonad Udaras Aitiuil
Tithiocht:

Tosaithe 10
Criochnaithe

Deontais do Dhaoine faoi Mhichumas:
larratais Faighte 165
Méid lomlan de Dheontais loctha 191
(iarratais ar laimh 2003

san aireamh)

(lomlan €2,101,076)

Deontais d'Athcoirithe Riachtanacha:
larratais Faighte 117
Méid lomlan de Dheontais ioctha 67

(lomlan €530,311)

Scéim Cheannaigh do Thionéntai:

larratais Faighte 93
Tithe Diolta 25
lasachtai Comhuinéireachta:

larratais Faighte 63
Tithe Ceannaithe 26
Scéim Liuntais Mhorgaiste:

larratais Faighte 10
lasachtai Ceannach Ti ioctha: 1
lasachtai Athchruthaithe ioctha: 5

Ciosanna Ti

Athbreathnaionn an Chomhairle a Scéim Ciosa Difrealai
ar bhonn bliantuil. Cuireadh an Scéim is déanai i bhfeidhm
ar 16 Deireadh Fomhair 2004. Ba é an meanchios
seachtainuila bhi ann faoin scéim na €32.00. Fuarthas
ioncam iomlanciosa de €1,876,247.

Coiriocht do Lucht Taistil

Thainig crioch leis an gClar Cuig Bliana um Choiriocht
do Lucht Taistealaithe ar 31 Nollaig 2004. Le linn saolré
an Chlair glacadh le 72 tairiscint tithiochta agus 32
tairiscint céiriochta ar phairceanna carbhain conaithe.

| nDeireadh Fomhair 2004, cuireadh dréacht-Chlar Ceithre
Bliana um Choiriocht ar Lucht Taistil don tréimhse 1
Eanair 2005 go 31 Nollaig 2008 ar taispeaint go poibli ag
lorg iarratas 6 phairtithe leasmhara.

Tathar le breathnu ar an dréachtchlar seo ag Cruinniu
Miosuil Aibreain Chomhairle Contae Laoise. Rinneadh cur
chun cinn shuntasach maidir le cdéiriocht do Lucht Taistil i
gContae Laoise gan ach ceithre theaghlach fés ar thaobh
an bhaéthair.

—
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Estate Management Best Estate Competition 2004:
The year 2004 saw the continued development of the Category A
Council’s policy on resident participation in Estate 1st Place: Clanmalire Crescent,
Management addressing issues such as: Portarlington
2nd Place: Lakeglen, Portlaoise

- Estate enhancement

» General Maintenance Category B

« Traffic Calming Measures 1st Place: Riverview Apartments,

* Anti-social behaviour Portlacise
Pre-tenancy courses were provided for all new tenants. Best Improved Estate

Winner: O'Moore Place, Portlaoise

Building Control

There were 255 inspections of buildings to ensure
compliance with Building Regulations. Our level of
monitoring is consistently meeting Department of the
Environment Standards. 10 no. inspections of Private
Rented Accommodation took place during the course of

the year.
Winners in Category A - Best Estate Competition -
Clanmalire Crescent, Portarlington
Service Indicators
Performance Indicator Performance 2004
Total number of dwellings in local authority stock including 30 Bays 1428
Percentage of dwellings that are let 96.43%
Percentage of dwellings that are empty 3.57% (incl 21 no. of bays at halting site)
Percentage of empty dwellings subject to
major refurbishment schemes 0%
Percentage of empty dwellings unavailable for letting 73.58%
Percentage of empty dwellings available for letting 26.42%
Average time taken to relet dwellings available for letting (in weeks) 2.14

Number of repairs completed as a percentage of the number of valid
requests received 85%

Average time taken to inform applicants of local
authority's decision on applications for:-
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» Shared Ownership Housing Scheme 23 days
* Housing Loans Scheme 15 days
* Local Authority Housing 28 days
Total no. of traveller families accommodated as a percentage of the
targets in the Local Traveller Accomodation Programme. 173%
House Rent
i Amount collected at year end as a percentage of amount due 82.16%
| Percentage of arrears:
e - 4-6 weeks old 28%
' i * 6-12 weeks old 20.83%

* More than 12 weeks old 50.54%
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Bainistiocht Eastait

Sa bhliain 2004, bhi forbairt leantinach ar pholasai na Cuireadh cirsai réamhthiononachta ar fail do gach

Comhairle rannphairtiocht conaitheoiri i mBainistiocht tiononta dr.
Eastait maidir le dul i ngleic le ceisteanna cosuiil le: L
« Treisit eastait Comortas an Eastait is Fearr2004:
» Cothabhail Ghinearélta Catagoir A
« Bearta Ceansaithe Trachta 1u Ait: Corran Chlann Mhaolura,
* lompraiocht Neamhshoisialta Cuil an tSudaire
24 Ait: Glen na Locha, Port Laoise
Catagoir B
1u Ait: Arasain Riverview,Port Laoise

An tEastat Feabhsaithe is Fearr
Buaiteoir: Plas Ui Mhordha, Port Laoise

Rialu Foirgniochta.

Rinneadh 255 inuchadh ar fhoirgnimh lena chinntit go
raibh siad de réir na Rialachan Foirgniochta. Ta ar

leibhéal monatéireachta ag baint Caighdeain na Roinne
Comhshaoil amach go seasmhach. Bhi 10 n-inuchadh de
Chéiriocht ar Chios go Priobhaideach ann le linn na bliana.

Buaiteoiri i gQatagéir B - Comodrtas an Eastait is
Fearr - Arasain Riverview Port Laoise

Tascairi Seirbhise Feidhmituchan Tascaire Feidhmitchain 2004

Lion iomlan d'aiteanna cénaithe i stoc Udaras

aitiuil lena n-airitear 30 Ba 1428
Céadatan d'aiteanna conaithe ar chios 96.43%
Céadatan d'aiteanna conaithe ata folamh 3.57% (lena n-air. 21 lion. ba ag laithrean stagach)

Céadatan d'aiteanna conaithe ata folamh agus faoi réir
morscéimeanna athshlachtaithe 0%

Céadatan d'aiteanna conaithe ata folamh agus nach
bhfuil ar fail ar chios 73.58%

Céadatan d'aiteanna conaithe ata folamh agus ar fail
ar chios 26.42%

Meantrath a ghlactar chun aiteanna cénaithe ata ar fail
le ligean ar chios a ligean ar chios aris (i seachtaini) 214

Lion athchoirithe a cuireadh i gcrich mar chéadatan lion
na n-iarratasbaili a fuarthas 85%

Meantrath a ghlac sé chun iarrthéiri a chur ar an eolas
maidir le cinneadh an Udarais aitiuil ar iarratais do:-

*Scéim Tithiochta Comhroinnte 23 la
*Scéim lasachtai Tithiochta 15 1a
-Tithiocht Udaras Aititil 28 l1a

Lion iomlan na dteaghlach taistil a fuair céiriocht mar
chéadatan na spriocanna i gClar Céiriocht um an Lucht

Taistil Aitiuil. 173%
Cios Ti

Méid bailithe ag deireadh na bliana mar chéadatan an

mhéid dlite 82.16%
Céadatan riaraisti:

* 4-6 seachtaini 28%

* 6-12 seachtaini 20.83%

* Nios mé na 12 seachtaini 50.54%
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The Arts

Laois Youth Theatre

Laois Youth Theatre has groups in Portlaoise,
Mountmellick and Rathdowney and a new group in
Stradbally. During the year Portlaoise Youth Theatre
presented two short plays in the Dunamaise Arts Centre
"Ernie's Incredible lllucinations”, and “All the World's a
Stage”. Mountmellick Youth Theatre presented two plays
"A Midsummer Nightmare" and “A Midsummer Night's
Dream “and collaborated with Dove House Drama Group
to present a specially written play "Walk in Wisdom".
Mountmellick Youth Theatre made a colourful addition to
the St. Patrick's Day Parade in Mountmellick. Stradbally
Youth Theatre presented a wonderful Christmas show.

Summer Arts Programme - Art workshop in
Mountmellick

Laois School of Music

Over 300 students avail of instrumental and vocal training
in the Laois School of Music and over 900 Primary school
children are involved through the School of Music's
Qutreach Programme. Some of Laois School of Music
highlights in 2004 included:

Laois School of Music Outreach Celebration Concert, A
Music Marathon, End Of Year Concert, Introduction of
Jesters Stage Academy, Kindermusic Concerts, The
Wizard is Ozzy Show, Royal Irish Academy of Music and
Associated Board Exams, participation in the St. Patrick's
Day Parade, Mountrath and the introduction of a quarterly
School of Music Newsletter.

Arts Act Grants 2004

Arts Act Grants were awarded to 23 arts organisations and
5 individuals at our annual awards event.

Writing Workshops in association with
Poetry Ireland and Age and Opportunity

A series of 8 writing workshops with author Jean O'Brien
was held for local writers and poets.

Exhibitions

* Mountmellick Embroidery work by Ann
O’Brien.

» Adult and Children’s Art Competition and
exhibition entitled “Impressions of St. Peter’s
Church, Portlaoise”

« Assistance given to the organising of an Art
Exhibition entitled “The Homecoming” by
Seamus Morton

« International Lions Club Peace Poster Contest &
Exhibition and prize giving.

» An Exhibition of paintings entitled “Works on
Paper” by world-renowned artist John Keating.

» Exhibition of Craftwork by the Nagle Group
Family Resource Centre, O’Moore Place,
Portlaoise.

Public Art

Work was completed on the Percent for Art sculpture at
Ballyroan Park, Ballyroan.

Work was also completed on the Percent for Art sculpture
entitled "Doon" on the Portlaoise By-Pass.

Artists-in-Schools Scheme

Four professional artists took part in a 10-week residency
including Mosaic Art, Pottery, Sculpture and Dance in
Scaoil Tighearnach, Cullohill, Rathdowney Church of Ireland
N.S, Scoil Phadraig B.N.S., Mountmellick, and Killadooley
N.S.

Architects-in-Schools Scheme

Two architects took part in a very successful 10-week
residency in Laois Cosby National School, Stradbally, and
Derrylamogue N.S., Rosenallis.

Summer Arts Workshops

A wonderful array of art workshops for children and young
people took place in venues throughout Laois. These
included; Pottery, Mosaic Art, Art & Craft, Art Portfolio
Preparation, Drama, Dance, and Creative Writing.

Free Lunchtime Concerts
Held in the Dunamaise Arts Centre as follows:

» Edel McDonnell (Piano)

« Nigerian Cultural Showcase

» Agustin Maruri (classical guitar)

» Marianna Alaberdova and Tony Brychta
(classical musicians)

» Music Outreach Concert from Scoil Bhride,
Ballyroan, Ballyroan Boys N.S. and Scoil Mhuire,
Abbeyleix.

* Music Outreach Concert from Maryborough N.S.,
Portlaoise; Scoil Aonghusa, Stradbally; St. Paul's
N.S. Mountmellick and Clonenagh N.S.
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Na hEalaiona

Amharclann Oige Laoise

Ta grupai ag an Amharclann Oige i bPort Laoise,
Moointeach Milie agus Rath Domhnaigh agus grupa ur

i sa tSraidbhaile. Le linn na bliana léirigh Amharclann Oige
Phort Laoise dha dhrama gairide in lonad Ealaine
Dunamaise "Ernie's Incredible lllucinations”, agus "All the
World's a Stage". Léirigh Amharclann Oige Mhoointeach
Milie "A Midsummer Nightmare" agus "A Midsummer
Night's Dream " agus chomhoibrigh siad le hAmharclann
Oige Drama-Ghrupa Theach Dove chun an drama "Walk
in Wisdom" a scriobhadh go speisialta a Iéirii. Chuir
Amharclann Oige Mhoointeach Milie le Paraid L& Féile
Padraig i Moointeach Milie ar i bhealach beoga. Léirigh
Amharclann Oige na Sraidbhaile seé Nollag a bhi
iontach.

Scoil Cheoil Laoise

Faigheann os ceann 300 mac Iéinn oilitint ionstraimeach
agus gutha i Scoil Cheoil Laoise agus ta os cionn 900
paiste Bunscoile bainteach tri Chlar For-Rochtana Scaoill
an Cheoil. | measc chuid de bhuaicphointi Scoil Cheoil
Laoise i 2004 bhi:

Ceolchoirm Chomartha For-Rochtana Scoil Cheoil Laoise
Maraton Ceoil, Ceolchoirm Dheireadh na Bliana, Seoladh
Acadamh Staitse Jesters, Ceolchoirmeacha Kindermusic
The Wizard is Ozzy Show, Ceol Acadamh Rioga na
hEireann agus an Bord Gaolmhara um Scruduithe,
rannphairtiocht i Paraid L4 Fhéile Padraig, Maighean
Ratha agus tabhairt isteach Nuachtlitir cheatrunach Scoil
an Cheaoil.

Deontais Gnimh Ealaine 2004

Bronnadh na Deontais Ghnimh Ealaiona ar 23 eagraiocht
ealaine agus 5 dhuine aonair ag ar n-6caid bhliantuil
gradam.

Ceardlanna Scribhneoireachta i
gcomhphairtiocht le Filiocht Eireann agus

Aois agus Deis.

Tiondladh sraith de 8 gceardlainn Scribhneoireachta
leis an udar Jean O'Brien do scribhneoiri agus

fili aitiala.

Taispeantais

» Obair Bhroidnéireachta Mhoointeach Milic le
Ann O'Brien.

» Comortas Ealaine Aosach agus Paisti agus
taispeantas dar teideal "Impressions of St.Peter's
Church Portlacise"

* Cuidiu tugtha d'eagrd Thaispeantas Ealaine dar
teideal "The Homecoming" le Seamus Morton

» Comortas Idirnaisiunta Lions Club Peace Poster
& Taispeantas agus bronnadh duaiseanna.

» Taispeantas pictiur dar teideal "Works on Paper"
leis an ealaiontéir a bhfuil cail air ar fud an
domhain John Keating.

» Taispeantas Ceardaiochta le Larionad
Acmhainni Teaghlaigh an Ghrupa Nagle Plas Ui
Mhérdha, Port Laoise.

Ealain Phoibli

Cuireadh obair i gcrich ar an dealbhdéireacht Percent for
Art i bPairc Ballyroan, Ballyroan.

Cuireadh obair i gcrich chomh maith ar an dealbhéireacht
Percent for Art dar teideal "Doon" ar sheachbhealach
Phort Laoise.

An Scéim Ealaiontdiri-sna-Scoileanna

Ghlac ceathrar ealaiontoir gairmiuil pairt i gconaitheachta
10 seachtaini lena n-airitear Ealain Mdsaic, Criadoireacht,
Dealbhdireacht agus Damhsa i Scoil Tighearnach,
Cullohill, Eaglais na hEireann, S.N. Rath Dombhnaigh,
Scoil Phadraig B.N.S., Moointeach Milie, agus S.N
Killadooley.

An Scéim Ailtiri-sna-Scoileanna

Ghlac dha ailtire pairt i gconaitheacht 10 seachtaini

a bhi an-rathuil i Scoil Naisiunta Cosby, Laois, an
tSraidbhaile, agus Scoil Naisitinta Derrylamogue, Ros
Fhionnghlaise.

An Clar Ailtiri-sna-Scoileanna 2004

Ceardlanna Ealaiona an tSamhraidh

Bhi mustar iontach de cheardlanna ealaine do phaisti
agus dhaoine 6ga in ionaid ar fud Laoise. Ina measc bhi;
Criaddireacht, Ealain Mésaic, Ealain agus Ceardaiocht,
Ullimhdchén Punainne Ealaine, Drdma, Damhsa, agus
Scribhneoireacht Chruthaitheach.

Ceolcheoirmeacha Léin Saor in Aisce
| Larionad Ealaine Dunamaise mar a leanas:

» Edel McDonnell (Piand)

* Nigerian Cultural Showcase

 Agustin Maruri (giotar clasaiceach)

» Marianna Alaberdova and Tony Brychta
(ceoltoiri clasaiceacha)

» Ceolchoirm For-Rochtana ¢ Scoil Bhride,
Ballyroan, S.N Bhuachailli Ballyroan. and Scaoil
Mhuire, Mainistir Laoise.

* Ceolchoirm For-Rochtana 6 S.N. Maryborough
Port Laoise; Scoil Aonghusa, an tSraidbhaile;
S.N Naomh Pél, Moointeach Milie agus S.N
Clonenagh. Clar Ealaiona an tSamhraidh -
Ceardlainn Ealaine i Méinteach Milic.

A Comhairle Chontae La
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Artists in the Community Dunamaise Theatre

A very successful 5-week series of Art and Dance The Dunamaise Arts Centre continued its policy in 2004 of
workshops for children took place in Knockmay presenting the best work available by international, national
Community and Family Resource Centre. and locally based companies and performers. Laois based

performing groups included the ever popular outings by the
Portlaoise Pantomime Group, the Portlaocise Musical
Society and Open Door Drama from Abbeyleix. Another
key part of the annual programme are the ever increasing
number of performances by local stage schools, the Laois
School of Music and several end-of-year performances by
Laois based pre-schools and primary schools. The venue
celebrated its 5th birthday in May with a week long
extravaganza of music and theatre and welcomed its
125,000th customer earlier in the year.

Summer Arts Programme - Pottery workshop in
Abbeyleix

Other events included

Storytelling Skills Workshops with Liz Weir
Storytelling in Hospitals

Dance Workshops in Hospitals

BarnstormLittleVic - A scene from Little
Victories, a show by Barnstorm Theatre
Company, who specialise in children's
theatre and who perform in the
Dunamaise Arts Centre every year.

Service Indicators

-
S
o
L-J Performance Indicators Performance Standards
.E::' 2002 2003 2004
E: (1) No. of Art Grants allocated 20 24 29
g (2)Total Value of Arts Grants allocated per 1,000 population €119.10
[.._] Laois Youth Theatre
U'I No. of members places available 40 60 80
i E Summer Art Workshops 6 8 8
n No of places available 120 140 140
-~ Drama Workshops 3 3 2
Number of places available 60 60 40

3

v

Laois School of Music
No of Students 330 330 332

N 1 |
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Ealaiont6iri sa Phobal

Bhi sraith 5 seachtaini an-rathuil de cheardlanna Ealaine
agus Damhsa do phdisti sa Larionad Acmhainni
Teaghlach agus Pobail Knockmay.

An Clar Alltlrl -sna-Scoileanna 2004

| measc 6caidi eile bhi:

Ceardlanna Scileanna Inste Scéil le Liz Weir
Insint Scéil in Ospidéil

Ceardlanna Damhsa in Ospidéil

Tascairi Seirbhise

Amharclann Dunamaise

Lean Larionad Ealaiona Dunamaise da pholasai i 2004
maidir leis an obair is fearr 6 chuideachtai agus thaibseoiri
idirndisiunta, ndisiunta agus bunaithe go haitiuil a chur i
lathair. | measc grupai léirithe Laoise bhi na léiriichain

ar a bhfuil an-toéir le Gripa Gearmaireachta Phort Laoise

6 Mhainistir Laoise. Priomhphairt eile den chlar bliantuil

is ea an méid léiriichain a bhfuil méadu ag teacht orthu i
gconai 6 scoileanna staitse aitiula, Scoil Cheoil Laoise
agus roinnt léiriuchain dheireadh na bliana 6
réamhscoileanna agus bunscoileanna bunaithe i Laois.
Cheiliuir an t-ionad a 5ubreithla i mBealtaine le seachtain
iomlan de shed ceoil agus amharclainne agus nios luaithe
sa bhliain chuir sé failte roimh an 125,000ucustaiméir a bhi
aige. Clar Ealaiona an tSamhraidh - Ceardlann
Ciaiddireachta i Mainistir Laoise.

50 caoisir bhreithlae Dunamaise

Tascairi Feidhmitchan

(1) Lion na nDeontas Ealaine leithdhailte

(2) Luach lomlan na nDeontas Ealaine leithdhailte sa
1,000 den daonra

Amharclann Oige Laoise
Lion aiteanna comhaltai ar fail

Ceardlanna Ealaine Samhraidh
Lion aiteanna ar fail

Ceardlanna Drama
Lion aiteanna ar fail

Scoil Cheoil Laoise
Lion Mac Léinn

Caighdeain Feidhmituchain
2002 2003 2004
20 24 29
€119.10
40 60 80
6 8 8
120 140 140
3 3 2
60 60 40
330 330 332

1 Comhairle Chontae Laoise
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Sport & Leisure

Play Provision

School Playground Markings Initiative was launched in
2004 with 13 schools participating. Training was provided
for teachers and children on games to play on their new
markings.

Solas na Gréine — Portlaoise Playground was further
developed in 2004 and continues to be very popular with
children, families and visitors.

A new playground is being developed in Portarlington and
will be officially opened in early 2005. The park was
named by 3rd class in St. Patrick’'s Boys National School
“Pairc Spraoi na hAbhann” — River Play Park.

Children's Activity Programme

Laois County Council organised and delivered a very
successful Easter and Summer activity programme in 2004
with over 850 children attending.

Camp CoCo was run in Ballyroan and Vicarstown during
the Easter holidays and Rathdowney, Portarlington,
Ballyroan, Portlaoise and Vicarstown Camp CoCo's proved
to be as popular as ever during the summer.

The Parks Tennis programme was run in four venues
throughout Laois and Play Days in the Park was bigger
and better in 2004 and enjoyed by many younger children.

Camp Co Co

Spraoi Laois Festival

Over 630 children attended from primary schools
throughout Laois for the 2004 Spraoi Laois Festival.
Activities included athletics, Gaelic football and hurling, tag
Rugby, Soccer, Basketball and Swimming.

Walking Routes

Sli na Slainte route in Portlacise was opened in March
2004 and continues to be used extensively by local
people and visitors. Essential repairs were carried out on
the Sliabh Bloom Waymarked Way, following the annual
route inspection by the Irish Sports Council. Laois County
Council's walking group continue to meet regularly at
different venues throughout the county.

Club Development

The Council's club development programme continued in
2004, promoting and supporting the development of new
and minority sports in Co. Laois, through planning and
delivering workshops for clubs, seminars for coaches and
athletes and the provision of advice and assistance to
clubs and communities applying for funding under the
Sports Capital Grants programme. Nineteen clubs were
successful with a total allocation of €786,000 for the
county.

Laois Sports Partnership

Laois Sports Partnership has completed its third year in
operation. Highlights of 2004 included the GAA forum and
the Summer Fun Run. 36 grants were awarded to
schools, minority sports, community groups, residents
associations and outreach programmes under its Sport &
Physical Activity Grant Scheme. Four bursaries were
awarded to talented sports people from Laois.

Laois Sports Partnership continues to implement its
Strategic Plan rolling out the Buntus programme to primary
school children in the County and providing Sport for All
and Code of Ethics training. There were 19 leaders
trained under the 'Go for Life' programme this year and
over 60 attended the fun day packed with activities for the
different Active Retirement Groups in Co. Laois.

Other Activities

A facilities audit of all sporting and leisure facilities within
the county was completed in 2004 and details
subsequently published. This was carried out in
conjunction with Laois Sports Partnership.

In addition, a County Play Strategy is also being devised
which will be the blue print for the future development of
facilities in the county.
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Sport & Failliocht

Solathar Sugartha

Lainsealadh Tionscnamh Mharcanna Chlés Sugartha na
Scoile i 2004 agus ghlac 13 scoil pairt ann. Cuireadh
oilivint ar fail do mhuinteoiri agus do phaisti ar chluichli le
himirt ar a gcuid marcanna ura.

Solas na Gréine - Rinneadh tuilleadh forbartha ar Chlos
Sugartha Phort Laoise i 2004 agus ta an-toir ag paisti,
teaghlaigh agus cuairteoiri air fos.

Ta clds sugartha ur a thorbairt i gCuil an tSudaire agus
déanfar € a oscailt go hoifigitil go luath i 2005. Ba é an 3u
rang i Scoil Naisiinta Naomh Padraig do Bhuachaillia
d'ainmnigh an phairc "Pairc Spraoi na hAbhann" - River
Play Park.

Clar Gniomhaiochta do Phaisti

D'eagraigh agus sheachaid Comhairle Contae Laoise
clar gniomhaiochta Casca agus Samhraidh ar éirigh go
maith leis i 2004 le breis agus 850 ag freastal air.
Reachtaladh Campa CoCo i Ballyroan agus Baile an
Bhoicaire le linn saoire na Casca agus mar is gnath
léirigh Campai CoCo Rath Domhnaigh, Cuil an tSudaire,
Ballyroan, Port Laoise, agus Baile an Bhoicaire go raibh
an-toir orthu le linn an tsamhraidh. Reachtaladh an clar
Parks Tennis i 4 ionad ar fud Laoise agus bhi Play Days in
the Park nios mo agus nios fearr i 2004 agus bhain a lan
de na paisti nios dige an-sult as.

Féile Spraoi Laois

D'fhreastail os cionn 630 paiste 6 bhunscoileanna ar fud
Laoise ar Fhéil Spraoi Laoise. | measc na ngniomhaiochtai
bhi luthchleasaiocht, Peil Ghaelach agus iomanaiocht,
Rugbaitag, Sacar, Cisphéil agus Snamh

Bealai Siuil

Rinneadh bealach Shli na Slainte i bPort Laoise a oscail

i Marta 2003 agus Usaideann daoine aititla agus
cuairteoiri go mor é fos. Rinneadh athchairithe
riachtanacha ar Bhealach Treoirmharcailte Shliabh Bloom,
i ndiaidh an inidchta bhliantuil ar bhealai leis an
gCombhairle Naisiunta Spoért. Leanann grupa siuil Chontae
Laoise le teacht le chéile go rialta ag ionaid éagsula ar fud
na tire.

An Méara Joe Digan ag lainseail Sli na Slainte,
Port Laoise

Forbairt Clubanna

Lean clar forbartha clubanna na Comhairle ar aghaidh

i 2004, ag cur chun cinn agus ag tabhairt tacaiochta
d'fhorbairt spért Ur agus mionlacha i gCo. Laoise, tri
pheanail agus sheachadadh ceardlanna do chlubanna,
seimineair d'oiliundiri agus luthchleasaithe agus solathar
comhairle agus cuidithe do chlubanna agus cumainn ag
cur isteach le haghaidh cistithe faoi chlar na nDeontas um
Spoirt Chaipitil. D'éirigh le 9 gclub déag le leithdhaileadh
iomlan de €786,000 don chontae.

Comphairtiocht Spéirt Laoise

Ta an triu bliain i bhfeidhm curtha i gcrich ag
Comphairtiocht Spairt Laoise. | measc na mbuaicphointi
do 2004 bhi foram an GAA agus Rith Spraoi an
tSamhraidh. Bronnadh 36 deontas ar scoileanna, sport
mionlacha, grupai pobail, cumainn chénaitheoiri agus clair
fhor-rochtana faoina Scéim Deontas do Spoért agus
Ghniomhaiocht Fhisiceach. Bronnadh ceithre sparanacht
ar dhaoine le bua spdéirt 6 Laois.

Leanann Comhphairtiocht Spoirt Laoise da Phlean
Straitéise a chur i bhfeidhm a thugann clar Buntus isteach
chuig paisti Bunscoile sa Chontae agus a sholathraionn
oilidint 'Sport do Chach' agus an 'Cad Eitice'. Bhi 19
ceannaire oilte faoin gclar 'Go for Life' agus d'fhreastail 60
ar an la spraoi ina raibh gniomhaiochtai do na Gruapai
Gniomhaiochta difritla Lucht Scoir i gCo. Laoise.

Gniomhaiochtai Eile

Cuireadh intchadh saoraidi do shaoraidi spéirt agus
féilliochta laistigh den chontae i gcrich i 2004 agus
foilsiodh na mionsonrai ina dhiaidh sin. Rinneadh seo

i gconasc le Comhphairtiocht Spairt Laoise.

Lena chois sin, tathar ag ceapadh Straistéis Imeartha
Contaea bheidh mar ghormchlé d'fhorbairt shaoraidi sa
Chontaeamach anseo.

1 Comhairle Chontae Laoisé
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Service Indicators

Service Indicators 2004

No. of children’s playgrounds per 1,000 population directly provided by LCC 0.017

No. of children’s playgrounds per 1,000 population facilitated by LCC 0
Performance Indicators Description 2004 Indicators Set Indicators Achieved
Number of Training Courses 1 National Governing Body 12 14

Organised Coaching course (SAQ)

1 Summer Camp Leader
Training Course

3 Sports Development Seminars
4 Code of Ethics courses

5 Club Development courses

Number of Trained Leaders, Coaches Leaders to be 100 185
Coaches & Admins. trained at courses detailed

above
Number of participating 5 Camp Co Co - Portarlington, 12 12
communities in Summer Vicarstown, Portlaoise,
Camps & other programes Rathdowney, Ballyroan,

2 Easter Camp Co Co
Ballyroan & Vicarstown

4 Parks Tennis Programme -
Portarlington, Abbeyleix,
Rathdowney, Mountrath

1 Portlaoise Town Park

Play Project

Number of children Children participated in the 800 890
participating in programme programme as detailed above

No of clubs/groups assisted Assistance included: 35 37
with Sports Funding Attendance at Sports Capital

Applications Seminar, Site visits, Facilitating

Club Development Plans,
Completing Application Forms

Swimming Pools

Portlaocise Swimming Pool

Contract documents and plans for the refurbishment and
extension to Portlacise Swimming Pool were prepared
during 2003 and sent to the Department of Arts, Sport
and Tourism for approval.

Portarlington Swimming Pool

Plans for the refurbishment and extension to Portarlington
Swimming Pool have been prepared and contract
documents were submitted to the Department of Arts,
Sport and Tourism in November 2002, for approval.

Deputation

A Deputation, consisting of Laois / Offaly Oireachtas . . . .
Members, An Cathaoirleach and officials of Laois Ba!“naklll SWIm_mmg_ Pool )
County Council and representatives from the two Laois County Council continued to support this very
swimming pool committees in Portlaoise and Portarlington ~ Worthwhile facility in Ballinakill.

met with Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, Mr. John
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O'Donoghue, T.D. on Tuesday, 5th October 2004 to Swimming Pool Committees
outline the urgent need for financial assistance in order to |t s appropriate to acknowledge the work being
= provision of additional recreational and leisure facilities. Portlaoise, Portarlington and Ballinakill.
k|
Service Indicators 2004

No. of visitors to LCC facilitated swimming facilities per 1,000 population : N/A
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Tascairi Seirbhisi

Tascairi Seirbhisi 2004
Lion na gclos sugartha paisti sa 1,000 duine solathartha go direach ag CCL 0.017
Lion na gclos sugartha paisti sa 1,000 duine éascaithe ag CCL 0
| Cur Sios ar Thascairi Feidhmiuchain 2004 Tascairi Curtha Sios | Tascairi Gnéthaithe
Lion Chdarsai Oiliuna 1 Coiste Rialaithe Naisiunta 12 14

Cursa Qiliuna Eagraithe (SAQ)

1 Cursai Qiliuna do Cheannaire

Campa Samhraidh

3 Seimineair ar Fhorbairt Spoirt

4 Cursai ar an gCdd Eitice

5 Cursai ar Fhorbairt Chlubanna

Lion na gCeannaire Oilte, Qiliundiri & Riarthair oilte ag na 100 185
cursai

Lion de Rannphairtithe 5 Campa Co Co - Cuil an tSudaire, 12 12

pobail sa Samhradh Baile an Bhiocaire, Port Laoise,

Campai & clair eile Rath Domhnaigh, Ballyroan,

2 Campa Co Co Casca

Ballyroan & Baile an Bhiocaire

4 Chlar Parks Tennis -

Cuil an tSudaire, Mainistir Laoise,
Rath Domhnaigh, Maighean Ratha
1 Pairc Bhaile Phort Laoise
Tionscadal Sugartha

Lion na bPaisti ag glacadh pairte| Glac na paisti pairt sa chlar 800 890
sa chlar mar ata sonraithe thuas

Lion na gclubanna/grupai ar Cuidiu san Aireamh: 35 37
cuidiodh leo le Cistithe Spairt Freastal ag Seiminear Chaipitil

d'larratais Spaéirt, Cuairteanna ar Laithreain,

Eascu Phleananna Forbartha
Clubanna, Ag Lionadh Isteach
Foirmeacha larratais

Linnte Snamha Linn Snamha Bhaile na Coille
Lean Comhairle Contae Laoise le tacaiocht a
thabhairt don tsaoraid an-fiintach i Bhaile na Coille.

ois

Linn Snamha Phort Laoise
Ulimhaiodh caipéisi conartha agus pleananna maidir le Coisti Linnte Snamh
hathshlachtu agus sineadh Linn Snamha Phort Laoise oISt Linnte snhamna

le linn 2003 agus cuireadh chuig an Roinn Ealaiona, Is iomcui € aitheantas a thabhairt don obair ata &
Spoirt agus Turasoireachta iad le faomhadh. déanamh ag na tri choiste linn snamha i bPoért Laoise, i

gCuil an tSudaire agus i Bhaile na Coille.

Linn Snamha Chuil an tSudaire

Ulimhaiodh pleananna maidir le hathshlachtu agus
sineadh Linn Snamha Chuil an tSudaire, agus cuireadh
isteach caipéisi conartha chuig an Roinn Ealaiona, Spoirt
agus Turasoireachta i Samhain 2002 Le faomhadh.

Toscaireacht

Bhuail an Toscaireacht, déanta suas de Chomhaltai
Oireachtais Laoise/Uibh Fhaili, An Cathaoirleach agus
oifigigh de Chombhairle Contae Laoise agus ionadaithe
on da choiste linn snamha i bPort Laoise agus i gCuil
an tSudaire leis an Aire Ealaiona, Spoirt agus
Turaséireachta, An tUasal JohnO'Donoghue, T.D., Dé
Mairt, 5 Mean Fomhair 2004 chun an riachtanas
prainneach ata ann maidir le cuidiu airgeadais a leagan
sios d'fhonn saoraidi snamha don phobal a choinneail i
Laois agus do sholathar tuilleadh saoraidi caitheamh
aimsire agus féilliochta.

Tascairi Snamha 2004

I Comhairle Chontae La
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Lion na gcuairteoiri ar shaoraidi snamha éascaithe ag CCL sa 1,000 duine: N/A
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Heritage

Laois Heritage Office

The Laois County Council Heritage Office is staffed by a
full-time Heritage Officer. The aim of the Heritage Office is
to collect data, protect and conserve, raise awareness and
promote pride and enjoyment in the built and natural
heritage of County Laois. The Laois Heritage Officer works
closely with the Heritage Forum in implementing the Laois
Heritage Plan 2002 - 2006. The membership of the Forum
reflects the wide range of groups with an interest in
protecting and raising awareness of the heritage of Laois.

Laois Heritage Forum members

Laois Heritage Plan

The Laois Heritage Plan entered its third year of
implementation in 2004. Projects undertaken by the Laois
Heritage Forum in 2004 included:

1.Raising Awareness and Promoting Pride
Raising awareness of the rich built and natural
heritage of County Laois is a key part of the activi-
ties of the Heritage Office. Projects undertaken in
2004 to increase awareness include:

« Laois Natural Heritage Posters - A poster detailing
the rich wildlife and habitats of Laois was produced
as a partner to the Monuments of Laois poster, with
funding from Laois LEADER. This is available free
of charge from the Heritage Office and has been
distributed to schools and community centres
throughout the County.

"Know your County" Tour - Primary and Secondary
school children were taken on a tour of Heritage
Sites in Laois, with a local tour guide with a knowl
edge of the heritage sites of the county. This was
undertaken on a pilot basis in co-operation with
Laois Leader.

Dawn Chorus Day - National Dawn Chorus Day
was celebrated in style in May 2004, with two
groups getting up at 4am to walk out to greet the
dawn and enjoy the birdsong in Clonaslee and
Durrow.

Laois Heritage Postcards - A postcard was pro
duced showing the wide variety of heritage in
County Laois . This is being used to raise aware
ness of what heritage is in general, and how rich
the heritage of Laois is in particular.

2.Collecting Data & Providing Training

» Laois Museums Study - A study was undertaken
with the eight local small museums in Laois, to
advise on medium and long-term planning and
management and to make recommendations for
the museums sector in Laois as a whole. This proj-
ect was undertaken in co-operation with Laois
Leader.

» Hedgerow Training Seminars - A series of semi
nars were organised relating to hedgerow manage-
ment, for community groups and for farmers. A
farm walk was held, to look at practical aspects of
hedgerow management. The aim was to raise
awareness of the intrinsic value of hedgerows, the
importance of appropriate management and what
exactly constitutes this good management in
practice.

Launch of the Laois Natural Heritage Poster

« "Celebrating Laois Heritage" Conference - A confer
ence on the theme "Celebrating Laois Heritage"
was held, as part of the celebration of National
Heritage Week, bringing together a range of people
with interest in the different aspects of heritage in
Laois, to demonstrate the wide range of heritage to
be found in the county, and to inform people about
the work of the Laois Heritage Forum.

» Reminiscence Project - A series of training sesions
was held to train a number of active groups in set
ting up and running a reminiscence and oral history
recording project. It is hoped to use the experi
ences of these groups to develop best practice in
the area of reminiscence and social history
recording.

* Heritage Input to Laois Tidy Towns - To improve
awareness of the importance of built and natural
heritage in towns and villages among Tidy Towns
groups, by improving the heritage focus of the
County-based Tidy Towns Competition.
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Oidhreacht

Oifig Oidhreachta Laoise

Ta Oifigeach Oidhreachta lanaimseartha ar fhoireann
Oifig Oidhreachta Chomhairle Contae Laoise. Ba i aidhm
na hOifige Oidhreachta na sonrai a bhailiu, cosaint agus
caomhnu, feasacht a spreagadh agus brod agus
taithneamh a chur chun cinn in oidhreacht tégtha agus
nadurtha Chontae Laoise. Oibrionn Oifig Oidhreachta
Chomhairle Chontae Laoise go dluth leis an bhFéram
Oidhreachta maidir le Plean Oidhreachta Laoise 2002 -
2006 a chur i bhfeidhm. Léirionn ballraiocht an Fhéraim
an raon leathan de ghrupai a bhfuil suim acu an
oidhreacht a chosaint agus feasacht a spreagadh fuithi.

$

Rannphairtithe Churfa Bhreacadh an Lae,
Cluain na Sli

Plean Oidhreachta Laoise

Chuaigh Plean Oidhreachta Laoise isteach sa triu bliain
de bheith i bhfeidhm i 2004. | measc na dtionscadal ar
thug Féram Oidhreachta Laoise futhu i 2004 bhi:

1.Feasacht a Spreagadh agus Brod a Chur

Chun Cinn

Ta spreagadh feasachta faoi oidhreacht iltdgtha agus

nadurtha Chontae Laoise mar phriomhphairt do

ghniomhaiochtai na hOifigeOidhreachta. Ba iad na

tionscadail ar tugadh futhui 2004 chun feasacht a

spreagadh na:

* Postaeir ar Oidhreacht Nadurtha Laoise -
Rinneadh poéstaer a shonraionn fiabheatha shaibhir
agus gnathdga na Laoise mar chomhphairti do
phéstaer Shéadchomharthai na Laoise, le cistit 6n
Laois LEADER. Ta sé seo le fail saor in aisce 6n
Oifig Oidhreachta agus cuireadh thart ar na
scoileanna agus ionaid phobail é ar fud an Chontae.

* An Turas "Know your County" - Tugadh paisti
Bunscoile agus lar-Bhunscsoile ar thuras Shuimh
Oidhreachta i Laois, le treorai turais aitivil ag a
raibh eolas ar shuimh oidhreachta an Chontae.
Rinneadh seo ar bhun phiolétach i gcomphairtiocht
le Laois LEADER.

 La Curfa Bhreacadh an Lae - Rinneadh
La Naisiunta Curfa Bhreacadh an Lae a cheiliuradh
go huasal i mBealtaine 2004, agus dha ghrupa
ag éiri ag 4am chun siul amach ar an tsraid chun
beannacht a thabhairt do bhreacadh an lae agus
taitneamh a bhaint as cantain na n-éan i
gCluain na Sli agus i nDaru.

* Postchartai Oidhreachta Laoise -Rinneadh
postcharta a thaispean raon leathan oidhreachta
i gContae Laoise. Usaidtear seo chun feasacht
a spreagadh faoi cad is oidhreacht ann go ginearalta,
agus chomh saibhir agus ata oidhreacht
na Laoise go hairithe.

2.Bailiu Sonrai agus Solathar Qiliuna.

« Staidear ar Mhusaeim na Laoise- Tugadh
faoi staidéar le hocht musaem beaga aititla
i Laois, chun comhairle a thabhairt ar phleanail
agus bhainistiocht mheantéarmach agus fthadtéarmach
agus cun moltai a dhéanamh d'earnail na musaem
i Laoise ina iomlan. Rinneadh an tionscadal seo
i gcomhphairtiocht leis an Laois LEADER.

» Seimineair Oiliuna Fhal Sceach - Rinneadh
sraith de sheimineair a bhaineann le bainistiocht
fail sceiche a eagru do ghrupai pobail agus
d'fheirmeoiri. Tionoladh siul feirme, le hamharc
ar na gnéithe praiticiula de bhainistiocht fail sceiche.
Ba i an aidhm a bhi ann na feasacht a spreagadh
maidir le luach intreach an fhail sceiche, an tabhacht
a bhaineann le bainistiocht chui agus cad i go direach
an bhainistiocht mhaith seo i ngniomh.

+ "Ag Céiliuradh Oidhreacht na Laoise"- Tionoladh
comhdhail ar an téama "Ag Céilidradh Oidhreacht
na Laoise", mar phairt de chéilidradh na Seachtaine
Naisiuta Oidhreachta, a thug raon daoine a raibh
suim acu i ngnéithe difriila d'oidhreacht i Laois,
chun an raon leathan d'oidhreacht ata le fail sa
Chontae a thaispeaint, agus chun daoine a chur
ar an eolas faoi Fhéram Oidhreachta Laoise.

Oidhreachta Laoise”

« Tionscadal an Athchuimhne - Bhi sraith de
sheisitin oilina ann chun oilitint a thabhairt
do roinnt grapai gniomhacha maidir le tionscadal
taifeadta athchuimhne agus staire béil a thosu
agus a reachtail. Tathar ag suil le heispéireas na
ngrupai seo a usaid chun an cleachtas is fearr a fhor
bairt sa réimse taifeadta athchuimhne agus staire
soisialta.

* lonchur ar Bhailte Slachtmhara Laoise- Chun

feabhas a chur ar fheasacht thabhacht na hoidhreachta
tégtha agus nadurtha i mbailte agus i sraidbhailte i
measc grupai na mbaile slachtmhara, tri feabhas

a chur ar fhécas oidhreachta de Chomortas

na mBailte Slachtmhara Contae-bhunaithe.
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Library Services

The library service is delivered through a network of
branch libraries located in the main centres of population in
County Laois. The purpose of the public library is to

Comoradh Leabhar na bPaisti

Comoradh Leabhar na bPaisti took place from 14th to 31st
October 2004. Various events were held in Portlacise
library to encourage children to use their local library.

provide and promote access to information, ideas and Archives
knowledge recorded in books and other forms of media.
Internet access is available in most branch libraries: a total Preservation

of 18 internet points are spread across the library network
and these are widely availed of by the public.

Service to Schools

A library service to primary schools in the County is
delivered from the library headquarters where teachers
select books from a dedicated schools bookstock. The
local authority received a grant of €23,905 from the
Department of Education and Science in 2004 for
purchase of bookstocks for primary schools.

Interactive Services

The public library in Portlaoise provides an interactive
facility through the internet whereby a library user can
search the library catalogue, request a particular book and
check the status of items they have on loan.

Midlands Prison Library

Laois County Library continued it's involvement with the
library. A grant of €7,000 was given to the Council by the
Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform for library
provision in 2004.

Bookfund

An archives programme is presently being implemented for
County Laois in accordance with the Archives
Development Plan. Emphasis is being placed on the
preservation, storage and listing of the County Council's
record material.

New Acquisitions
Significant collections of Archives relating to County Laois
have been acquired.
These include material relating to:
* Perry’s Brewery Rathdowney 1830-c 1930
» The Lough Family, Portlacise ¢ 1870-1920
* Hamilton Estate Mountrath 1904-1915
» Joe O Neill, Mountmellick Diaries 1964-1996
* Helen Roe Lantern Slides ¢1934-1937

Outreach and Schools

The Archivist has developed a participative archives
workshop entitled "Archives are Forever": This is aimed at
promoting awareness of archives amongst primary school
children. It is now available to any primary school
throughout the county and has already been delivered at
Timahoe NS.

Laois County Council allocated €160,000 for purchase of Statistics Adult Child Total
bookstocks in 2004, an increase of €10,000 on the ) ]
previous year. The Department of Education and Science Library Membership ??‘11’1 3241466 :‘8"85 1
contributed €23,905 for purchase of bookstocks for ltems Issued 545 [ 76, 7.7
primary schools in the local authority area.
— . .
G Service Indicators
t'"_ Library Services
'::i Public Opening hours:
U - average number of opening hours per week for full-time libraries 35hrs
- average number of opening hours per week for part-time libraries 9.6hrs
_Ei'i"- Number of registered library members as a percentage of the local population 12.7%
g Number of items issued per head of population for:
Q (a) Books 2.948
U (b) Other items 0.248
) Percentage of libraries that offer Internet access to the public 77%
¥
l':; Number of Internet sessions provided per 1,000 population 45
—] Book Fund per head of population €2.72
|
L Standards Actual2004
g Membership 7,800 7,485
No. of ltems Issued 180,000 187,711
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Seirbhisi Leabharlainne

Déantar an tseirbhis leabharlainne a sheacadadh tri

lionra de leabharlanna brainse até suite sna priomhionaid
daonra i gContae Laoise. Is é cuspoir na leabharlainne
poibli na rochtain ar eolas, ideanna agus an t-eolas
taifeadta i leabhair agus tri mheain eile a sholathar agus a
chur chun cinn. Ta rochtain ar an idirlion le fail sa chuid is
mo de na leabharlanna brainse: ta iomlan de 18 pointe
idirlin ar fud lionra na leabharlainne agus ta siad seo ar fail
go forleathan don phobal.

Seirbhis do Scoileanna

Déantar seirbhis leabharlainne do bhunscoileanna sa
Chontae a sheachadadh 6 cheannaras na leabharlanna
6na roghnaionn muinteoiri leabhair 6 leabharstoc dilis do
scoileanna. Fuair an t-Udaras aitiuil deontas de €23,905 6n
Roinn Oideachais agus Eolaiochta i 2004 do cheannach
leabharstocdo bhunscoileanna.

Seirbhisi Idirghniomhacha

Solathraionn an leabharlann phoibli i bPort Laoise saoraid
idirghniomhach trid an idirlion ina dtig leis an Usaideoir an
cataldg leabharlainne a chuardach, leabhar airithe a
iarraidh agus stadas na rudai at4 acu ar iasacht a
sheiceail.

Leabharlann Phriosun Lar na Tire

Lean Comhairle Contae Laoise a bheith bainteach leis
an Leabharlann. Thug an Roinn Dli agus Cirt,
Comhionannais agus Athchéirithe DIi deontas de €7,000
don Chomhairledo sholathar leabharlainne i 2004.

Comoradh Leabhar na bPaisti

Bhi Comoradh Leabhar na bPaisti ann 6 14 go 31
DeireadhFémhair. Tiondladh 6caidi éagsula i leabharlann
Phort Laoise chun paisti a spreagadh leabharlanna aititla
a usaid.

Cartlanna

Caomhnu

Ta clar cartlanna a chur i bhfeidhm faoi lathair do
Chontae Laoise de réir an Phlean Forbartha Chartlainne.
Téthar ag cur béim ar chaomhnu, storail agus liostu abhar
taifeadta na Comhairle Contae.

Gnothaithe Ura

Gnéthaiodh bailiuchain shuntasach de Chartlanna a
bhaineann le Contae Laoise.
Airitear leo seo abhar a bhaineann le:
 Grudlann Perry Rath Domhnaigh 1830-c 1930
» Teaghlach Locha Port Laoise ¢ 1870-1920
- Eastat Hamilton Maighean Ratha 1904-1915
« Joe O Neill, Déirithe Mhoointeach Milie 1964-1996
» Sleamhnain Laindéar Helen Roe ¢c1934-1937

For-Rochtain agus Scoileanna

Té ceardlann rannphairteach cartlanna forbartha ag an
gcartlannai dar teideal "Archives are Forever": Is i an
aidhm ata leis na feasacht cartlanna i measc paisti
bunscoile a chur chun cinn. Ta sé ar fail anois do
bhunscoil ar bith ar fud an chontae agus rinneadh é a
sheachadadh cheana ag SN Thigh Mochua.

Ciste Leabhar Staitistici: Aosach | Paiste |lomlan
lethdha”ET CS? hatlrle .Czc:)r:)tze LZ?'ZG 211%06%%0,(10 bliai Ballraiocht Leabharlainne| 3941 3544 7485
cheannach leabharstoc | 2004, ardu de €10,U00 on mbliain -y 1ireanna Eisithe 111,545| 76,166 | 187,711 a1
roimhe. Thug an Roinn Oideachais agus Eolaiochta ""'I
€23,905 do cheannach stocleabhar do bhunscoileanna m
i limistéar an udarais itiil. D
Tascairi Seirbhisi -l
Seirbhisi Leabharlainne ru
o
Uaireanta ar Oscailt don Phobal: [:
- meanlion uaireanta ar oscailt sa tseachtain do leabharlanna lanaimseartha 35u ':I
- meanlion uaireanta ar oscailt sa tseachtain do leabharlanna pairtaimseartha 9.6u -'n:
Lion na gcomhaltai leabharlainne claraithe mar chéadatan den phobal aitidil 12.7% U
Lion na mireanna eisithe do gach duine sa daonra do: '.']_I
(a) Leabhair 2.948 "i:
(b) Mireanna Eile 0.248 e
An céadatan de leabharlanna a chuireann rochtain Idirlin ar fail don phobal 7% __t
Lion na seisiun Idirlin a chuirtear ar fail sa 1,000 duine 45 E
Ciste Leabhar an duine sa daonra €2.72 u
|
FoA
Caighdeain larbhir2004 SR,
Ballraiocht 7,800 7,485 o —
Lion na Mireanna Eisithe 180,000 187,711
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Economic Development & County
Promotion Policy

Chair: James Deegan, M.C.C.
Members: Sectoral:

John Bonham, M.C.C. John Finlay

Martin Phelan, M.C.C. Margaret Ryan

Paul Mitchell, M.C.C. Eddie Phelan

Tom Jacob, M.C.C. William Moylan

Michael Moloney, M.C.C.
Brendan Phelan, M.C.C.
Rotimi Adebari, T.C.

Louis Brennan
lan McCormack

Director Of Services:
Senior Executive Officer:

Economic Development

Laois County Council is actively involved in, and has a
pivotal role to play in the economic development and
promotion of the County. The Council is committed to
attracting inward investment, fostering a climate of self
sustaining development and it is eager to ensure that
balanced development takes place throughout the County.
The Council will continue to participate actively with all
local and national development agencies to promote the
social and economic development of the County.

Togher Interchange Development

The development of a 250 acre site at Togher Interchange
seeks to exploit the economic development potential of the
key transport corridor which runs through the County. The
land at Togher was zoned for mixed development by way
of a variation to the County Development Plan on the 24th.
of November 2003. All land has been purchased. A
Masterplan has been prepared (focused and measured
approach to the consideration of this development
opportunity) and the Council is presently considering its
first planning application in relation to a part of this site.
This Planning Application relates to the construction of a
new distributor road which will form part of the overall road
network of the industrial lands at Togher, Knockmay,
Portlaoise. The application also provides for the
construction of an industrial warehouse of 4,944 m2 and
associated parking and site works. Further planning
applications are imminent including a planning application
for national motorway services.

The Togher Interchange Project is as a direct result of the
National Spatial Strategy which puts Laois and Portlaoise
at a distinct advantage in designating it as a Transport
Node and Inland Port.

Enterprise Centres

The Council is presently developing an Enterprise Centre
in partnership with the local community association and the
private and public sectors in Portarlington at a cost of
€1.3million. The Centre will contain approximately 14
incubation units and will open in 2005. This project when
completed will provide high quality jobs and opportunities,
give a great boost to Portarlington and act as a catalyst for
economic growth throughout the County. This project
involving public and private sectors is an excellent model

for Portarlington. The Council is also committed to
progressing the development of Enterprise Centres in
Portlaoise and Durrow.

Broadband

Portlaoise:

Work on the Portlaocise Metropolitan Area Network has
been completed and is operational. The construction of
the Fibre Optic Metropolitan Area Network in Portlaoise will
provide enabling economic infrastructure of long-term
benefit to Portlacise. The Network will be formally handed
over to E-Net in 2005. E-Net are specialist contractors in
the field of telecommunications, who will manage,
maintain, market and develop the network on behalf of the
Local Authority.

Mountmellick:

Laois County Council is also actively seeking approval
from the Department of Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources to proceed with work on the
Mountmellick Broadband Metropolitan Area Network.

Industrial Sites / Units

Laois County Council continues to maintain its direct role in
facilitating economic development / job creation by the
ongoing disposal of sites throughout the County. All
available sites / commercial units at Kea-Lew Business
Park have now been sold. Proposals for sites at Durrow
and Rathdowney are actively being considered. The
Council will continue to acquire land for industrial units /
sites given the County's considerable potential for further
development and capacity for new enterprise.

Mr. Brian Cowen T.D. Minister for Finance officially
opening the Portlaocise Convention
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Forbairt Eacnamaioch

T& Comhairle Contae Laoise bainteach go gniomhach i,
agus ta rél fiorthabhachtach aici i bhforbairt eacnamaioch
agus i gcur chun cinn an Chontae. Ta an Chomhairle
tiomanta d'infheistiocht isteach a imtharraingt, a
chothaionn clioma forbairt fhéin-inmharthanach agus ba
mhian [éi & chinntid go mbeidh forbairt chothrom ar fud an
Chontae.

Cainteoiri ag Comhdhail Phort Laoise

Forbairt Idirmhalartaithe Togher

Ta sé mar aidhm ag an bhforbairt laithrean 250 acra ag
Idirmhalarti Togher sochar a bhaint as an bhféidearthacht
forbartha eacnamaioch ar an bpriomhbhealach iompair a
théann trid an gContae. Rinneadh an talamh ag Togher a
dheighilt le haghaidh forbartha measctha tri athri ar an
bPlean Forbartha Contae ar 24 Samhain 2003.
Ceannaiodh an talamh go [éir. Ullmhaiodh Maistirphlean
(cur chuige focasaithe agus tomhaiste do chuarsai na
forbartha seo mar dheis) agus t4 an Chomhairle ag
breathnu faoi lathair ar a céad iarratas pleanala i dtaca leis
an bpairt seo den laithrean. Baineann an tlarratas Pleanala
seo le togail bhothar dailte a dhéanfaidh suas pairt lionra
foriomlan béithre na dtailte ag Togher Knockmay, Port
Laoise. Solathraionn an t-iarratas seo do thégail tradstorais
tionscalaioch de 4,944 m2 agus oibreacha paircéala agus
laithrean bainteach.T4 tuilleadh iarrastas forbartha le
teacht lena n-airitear iarratas do sheirbhisi métarbhealai
naisiunta.

Té& Tionscadal Idirmhalartaithe Togher mar thoradh
direach ar an Straitéis Naisunta Spasulachta a thugann
do Laois agus Port Laoise buntaiste faoi leith tri iad

a ainmniu mar Nod lompair agus Calafort Intire.

lonaid Fiontraiochta

Ta an Chombhairle ag forbairt lonad Fiontraiochta faoi
lathair i gcomhphéirtiocht leis an gcumann pobail aitiil
agus na hearnalacha priobhaideacha agus poibli i gCuil an
tSudaire ag costas de €1.3million. Beidh thart ar 14 aonad
goir san lonad agus oscalofar € i 2005. Nuair a chuirfear
an tionscadal seo i gcrich déanfaidh sé poist agus
deiseanna ar ardchaighdean a sholathar, spreagadh moér a
thabhairt do Chuil an tSudaire agus gniomhoidh sé mar
chatalaioch d'fhas eacnamaioch ar fud an Chontae. Ta an
tionscadal seo ina bhfuil na hearnalacha priobhaideacha
agus poibli bainteach mar shamhail bharrfheabhais do
Chuil an tSudaire. Ta an Chomhairle tiomanta chomh
maith do chur ar aghaidh forbartha na nlonad Fiontraiochta
i bPort Laoise and Daru.

Leathanbhanda

Port Laoise:

Ta obair ar Lionra Achair Chathrach Phort Laoisecurtha i
gcrich agus é i bhfeidhm. Solathréidh tégail Lionra Achair
Chathrach Snathoptaice i bPort Laoise cumasu de
bhonneagar eacnamaioch a bheidh ina bhuntaiste
fadtéarmach do Phort Laoise Tabharfar an Lionra anonn
go foirmiuil ag E-Net i 2005. Is conraitheoiri speisialta iad
E-Net sa réimse teileacumarsaide, a dhéanfaidh bainistiu,
cothabhail, margaiocht agus forbairt ar an lionra ar son an
Udarais Aitidil.

Mointeach Milic:

Ta Comhairle Contae Laoise ag lorg faofa go gniomhach
6n Roinn Cumarsaide, Mara agus Acmhainni Nadurtha
chun dul ar aghaidh le hobair ar Lionra Achair Chathrach
Leathanbhanda Méinteach Milic.

Laithreain/Aonaid Tionscalaiocha

Leanann Comhairle Contae Laoise da rdl direach a
choinneail maidir le héascu fas eacnamaioch/cruthupoist tri
dhiuscairt leanunach laithrean ar fud an Chontae. Ta gach
laithrean /aonad trachtala a bhi ar fail ag Pairc Ghné
Kea-Lew diolta anois. Tathar ag breathni go gniomhach
ar mholtai le haghaidh laithrean do Dhart agus Rath
Domhnaigh. Leanfaidh an Chomhairle le talamh a fhail le
haghaidh aonad tionscalaiocha/laithrean de thoisc
féidearthacht an Chontaemaidir le tuilleadh forbartha agus
acmhainne d'fhiontar ur.
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Service Indicators

Service Indicators 2001 2002 2003 2004
No. of Developed 4 4 4 5
Industrial Estates Portlaoise Stage 1 Portlaoise Stage 2 | Portlaoise Stage 2 Portlacise Stage 2
Portlaoise Stage 2 Portarlington Portarlington Portarlington
Portarlington Doonane Doonane Doonane
Doonane Mountrath Mountrath Mountrath
Rathdowney

Enterprise Units: Laois County Council disposed of all commercial units in Kea-Lew Business Park in 2004.
Work has also commenced on the construction of an Enterprise Centre in Portarlington in partnership
with the local community development association, public and private sector.

Tourism large number of visitors into the County.

The Tourism Strategic Group was set up by Laois County * The Heritage - Tourism Group works together to
Council with the overall objective of promoting a clear and promote the heritage attractions in the County.
strong image for Laois. The Tourism Officer works closely . )

with Laois Tourism Ltd. in implementing these strategies Some of the projects undertaken in 2004 were:

and in marketing Laois's excellent strategic location and to * The ‘Passport to Laois’ booklet was published
create an awareness of its strong qualities as the ultimate July 2004 and already 20,000 copies have been
conference and activity base. A number of task groups distributed worldwide. _
were set up: * The .La0|s Tqurlsm v.vebs[te now has an online

- The Hotel Task Group looks at co-operative booking facility and is being marketed
ways of promoting hotels and conference aggrt.esswely.. The number of gnqumes through
facilities in Laois. The Hotel group has carried the site has increased dramatically.
out some co-operative promotional shows and . Corporate.Tourlsm / B.usmess booklets have also
will continue to do so during the year. been published and will be launched shortly.

- The Golf Group works together to promote the * Preparation of signage_ apd marketing material
County as a Golf destination and has come for Gordon Bennett Original Car Route.
together for the promotional Ryder Cup booklet. * Attendance at Trade ShOWS in Ireland and

« The Golf Group has created golf packages and abroad promoting Laois. .
sold them at Golf Trade shows attended by Laois * Preparation of Golf Packages and material and
Tourism. attendance at golf promotions.

« The Activity Group is presently working on an * Laois Rose of Tralee Organisation and
Activity Booklet which highlights the varied administration.

activities in Laois.
» The Event / Festival Task Group is involved in
organising an event in Laois which will attract a
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Laois Rose 2004 - Ann Marie Hogan at a reception at Aras an Chontae
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Tascairi Seirbhisi

Tascairi Seirbhisi 2001 2002 2003 2004
An Lion Forbartha 4 4 4 5
Eastait Tionscalaiocha Port Laoise Céim 1 | Port Laocise Céim 2 | Port Laoise Céim2 | Port Laoise Céim 2
Port Laoise Céim 2 | Cuil an tSudaire Cuil an tSudaire Cuil an tSudaire
Cuil an tSudaire Doonane Doonane Doonane
Doonane Maighean Ratha Maighean Ratha Maighean Ratha
Rath Domhnaigh

Aonaid Fiontraiocht: Dhiuscair Comhairle Contae Laoise gach aonad trachtala i bPairc Ghno Kea-Lew i 2004.
Ta obair tosaithe chomh maith ar thégail lonad Fiontraiochta i gCuil an tSudaire i gcomhphairtiocht le cumanna
forbartha an phobail aititil, an earnail phoibli agus phriobhaideach.

Turasoireacht - T4 an Tascghrtpa Ocaidi/Féilti bainteach
in eagru ocaide i Laois a tharraingeoidh
roinnt mhor de chuairteoiri isteach sa Chontae.
* Oibrionn an Grupa Oidhreachta-Turaséireachta
chun na nithe oidhreachta is diol spéise sa
Chontae a chur chun cinn.

Bhunaigh Comhairle Contae Laoise an Grupa Straitéiseach
Turasdireachta agus ba i an aidhm fhoriomlan a bhi aige
na iomha shoiléir agus laidir a chur chun cinn do Laois.
Oibrionn an tOifigeach Turasdireachta go dluth le
Turaséireacht Laoise Teo. chun na straitéisi seo a chur i
bhfeidhm agus margaiocht a dhéanamh ar shuiomh
moérthaibhseach straitéiseach Laoise agus chun feasacht a
chruthd da cailiochtai laidre mar an bunait is fearr le
haghaidh comhdhala agus ghniomhaiochta. Bunaiodh
roinnt tascghrupai:
« Amharcann Tascghripa na nOstan ar
bhealai comhoibritheacha chun 6stain agus
saoraidi comhdhala a chur chun cinn i Laois. Ta
roinnt seénna comhoibritheacha chur ar aghaidh
déantaag Grupa na nOstan agus leanfaidh siad
leis seo i rith na bliana.
* Oibrionn an Grupa Gailf le chéile chun an
Contae a chur chun cinn mar cheannphointe
Gailf agus ta siad tagtha le chéile do leabhran
fégartha Chorn Ryder.
 Chruthaigh an Grupa Gailf pacaisti gailf agus
dhiol siad iad ag sednna Tradala Gailf ar a
d'fhreastail Turasoireacht Laoise.
» Ta an Grupa Gniomhaiochtai ag obair ar
Leabhran Gniomhaiochta faoi lathair a thugann
na gniomhaiochtai éagsula i Laois chun suntais.

Cuid de na tionscadail i 2004 na:

* Foilsiodh an leabhran 'Passport to Laois'
in Uil 2004 agus ta 20,000 coéip de leithdhailte
ar fud an domhain cheana.

* Ta saoraid airithinti ar line ag laithrean Gréasain
Laoise anois agus tathar ag déanamh margaiochta
air go hionsaitheach. Ta méadu ollmhor tagtha ar
lion na bhfiosraithe trid an laithrean.

* Foilsiodh leabhrain Turasoéireachta/Ghno
Chorparaidigh chomh maith agus déanfar iad a
lainseail go luath.

 Ullmhuchan abhar comharthaiochta agus
margaiochta do Bhunbealach Gluaisteain Gordon
Bennett.

« Freastal ar Shednna Tradala in Eirinn agus
thar lear ag cur Laoise chun cinn.

» Ullmhuchan de Phacaisti agus abhar Gailf
agus freastal ar dcaidi fégartha gailf.

» Eagru agus riarachan Roés Thra Li Laoise.
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The Environment & Water Services S.P.C. met at regular
intervals during 2004 to formulate and develop policy for
presentation to the full membership of the Council for
approval and implementation.

Clean up Laois Week took place in April and bags, gloves
and litter pickers were provided by Laois County Council.
Local clean ups were organised and the Litter Wardens
collected the resulting bags of rubbish at designated areas.

During the year the Environmental Protection Section
completed the second implementation phase within the
Phosphorous Regulations. The work involved taking 5,341
samples from 499 locations and the inspection of 600
farmyards.

A submission was prepared and submitted to the relevant
Government departments in response to their request for
information on the implementation of the Nitrates Directive
and fieldwork has continued, in conjunction with the
farming community, to identify the primary causes of nitrate
variations in surface and groundwater.

Laois County Council is one of the lead authorities in
implementing the Water Framework Directive for the
southeast region, which requires a significant input to the
steering, management and technical groups.

This Council was the first in Ireland to make water quality
monitoring results available on our website, where further
information and useful links to the websites of the various
partners can be found.

In 2004, the Council provided financial assistance to raise

awareness of environmental issues and litter management
and 38 grants were paid to various groups throughout the

county.

Castletown, Ballacolla, Clonaslee and Luggacurren
achieved success at national level in Tidy Towns and

O' Loughlins Medical Hall, Main Street, Portlaoise won the
National Best Shop Front Award. Members of the Laois
Federation of Tidy Towns received a grant of €27,000 from
the Tidy Towns Grants Scheme.

Michael Morrissey, Chairperson Abbeyleix Tidy
Towns receiving his award from Clir. William Aird,
Cathaoirleach of Laois County Council and Noreen
Byrne, Chairperson of Laois Federation of Tidy
Towns.

Five groups were assisted under the Local Agenda 21
Environmental Partnership Fund which was organised in
association with the Department of the Environment
Heritage and Local Government. In addition the
Community Project Fund was introduced in 2004 and
provided grant aid to the community through applications
made by their local elected members.

Waste Management is a statutory function of the local
authority. Responsibilities include education, waste permits,
control of waste disposal and operation of the landfill site.

During 2004 the landfill site continued to operate to the
highest standards. The yearly licence waste limit is 47,100
tonnes and 41,613.09 tonnes was accepted at the site.
This waste was deposited in Cell 12. Cell 13 is due to
open in 2005. Development works are on-going at the site
with the Green Waste Composting facility completed during
the year and additional recycling facilities will be provided
in 2005 when the Civic Amenity Site opens.

A summary of the total quantity of each type of waste
accepted at the facility for the period 1st January 2004 to
the 31st December 2004 is presented below.

Total Quantity of Each Waste Type Accepted:

Household 26911.38
Commercial 110414
Industrial Non-Hazardous

| Solids 1365.79
Construction & Demolition 240.06
Sludge 2054.46
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Thainig an CPS Comhshaoil agus Seirbhisi Uisce le chéile

ag agai rialta le linn 2003 chun polasai a dhéanamh agus
a fhorbairt le cur i lathair bhallraiocht iomlan na Comhairle
le faomhadh agus chur i bhfeidhm.

Bhi Seachtain Ghlanta suas Laoise ann in Aibrean agus
chuir Comhairle Contae Laoise malai, laimhini agus
bainteoiri bruscair ar fail. Eagraiodh glanadh suas aitiuil
agus bhailigh na maoir bhruscair na malai bruscair ag
deireadh ag ceantair ainmnithe.

Le linn na bliana chuir Rannég Cosanta an Chomhshaoil
an dara céim feidhmiuchain i gerich laistigh de na
Rialtchain Fosfair. Bhain an obair le 5,341 sampla a
ghlacadh 6 499 suiomh agus iniuchadh ar 600 clés feirme.
Rinneadh aighneacht a ullmhu agus a chur isteach chuig
na ranna rialtais bhainteacha mar fhreagairt ar a n-iarratas
maidir le heolas faoi chur i bhfeidhm Threoir Niotraiti agus
leanadh le saothar allumuigh i gcénasc leis na bpobal
feirmeoireachta, chun na priomhchuiseanna d'athruithe
niotraiti i ndromchla uisce agus uisce talin a shainaithint.
Ta Comhairle Contae Laoise ar cheann de na ceann-
Udarais i gcur i bhfeidhm Threoir an Chreata Uisce do
réigitiin an oirdheiscirt, ag a bhfuil ionchur suntasach

de dhith maidir le stiradh, bainistiocht agus grupai
teicniula.

Bhi an Chomhairle ar an gcéad cheann in Eirinn a chuir
torthai monatoireachta ar chailiocht uisce ar fail ar ar
laithrean Gréasain, ina bhfuil tuilleadh eolais agus naisc
Usaideacha chuig laithreain ghréasain de na pairtithe
éagsula le fail.

| 2004, sholathraigh an Chomhairle cuidiu airgeadais
chun feasacht a spreagadh faoi cheisteanna comhshaoil
agus bainistiocht bhruscair agus iocadh 38 deontas

le grupai éagsula ar fud an chontae.

D'éirigh go han-mhaith le Baile an Chaisleain, Ballacolla,
Cluain na Sli agus Log an Churraigh ag leibhéal naisiunta
sna Bailte Slachtmhara agus bhuaigh Halla Léighis

Ui Lochlain, An Phriomh-Shraid, Port Laocise an Ghradam
Naisitnta don Eadan (front) Siopa is Fearr.

Fuair chomhaltai de chuid Chénaidhm na mBailte
Slachtmhara deontas de € 27,000 6 Scéim Deontas

na mBailte Slachtmhara.

Catherine Burke, Cathaoirleach Bailte
Slachtmhara Mhaighean Ratha ag fail a
gradaim on gComhl.William Aird, Cathaoirleach ar
Chomhairle Contae Laoise agus Noreen Byrne,
Cathaoirleach ar Chomhdhail Bhailte Slachtmhara
Laoise

Tugadh cuiditi do chuig ghrupa faoi Chiste
ChomhphairtiochtaComhshaoil an Chlair Oibre Aitiuil 21 a
eagraiodh i gcomhphairtiocht leis an Roinn Comhshaoil,
Oidhreachta agus Rialtas Aititil. Lena chois sin tugadh
isteach an Ciste Tionscadal Pobal i 2004 agus cuireadh
cuiditl deontais ar fail don phobal tri iarratais arna
dhéanamh ag a gcomhaltai tofa aitiula.

Ta Bainistiocht Dramhaiola mar fheidhm reachtuil ag an
udaras aitiuil. | measc na bhfreagrachtai ta oideachas,
ceadanna dramhaiola, rial de dhiuscair dramhaiola agus
feidhmiu an laithreain lionta talun.

Le linn 2004 lean an laithrean lionta talun d'fheidhmiu ar
an gcaighdean is fearr. Is 47,100 tona an teorann
dramhaiola ceadunais bhliantuil agus glacadh le 41,613.09
tona ag an laithrean. Cuireadh an dramhail isteach i gCill
12. Ta Cill 13 le hoscailt i 2005. Ta oibreacha forbartha ag
dul ar aghaidh ag an laithrean ag saoraid Mhuirin de
Dhramhail Ghlas a cuireadh i gcrich le linn na bliana agus
cuirfear tuilleadh saoraidi athchursala ar fail i 2005 nuair a
oscaléfar an Lathair Chonlaiste Pobail. Ta achoimre
déanta thios ar an méid iomlan de gach cineal dramhaiola
a ghlacadh ag an tsaoraid don tréimhse 1 Eanair 2004 go
dti 31 Nollaig 2004.

Méid lomlan de Gach Cineal Dramhaiola a Glacadh:

Teaghlach 26911.38
Trachtail 11041.4
Tionsclaioch Neamh-Ghuaiseach

Cruain 1365.79
Foirgniocht & Leagan 240.06
Driodar 2054.46




There are 37 Recycling Facilities in the County. All sites cater for glass and cans. See chart below for full details of

facilities and 2004 usage.
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3.27 44.05
3.27 0.86
0.86 6.16
0.09 3.5
0.09 0.55
0.09 71.93

There are three waste collectors operating in Laois as
Laois County Council is not involved in waste collection.
The following indicators were provided by the collectors:

Percentage of households provided

with segregated waste collection N/A
Percentage of household waste

collected sent for recycling 14%
Percentage of household waste going

to landfill 86%

A dedicated waste enforcement team was established in
July 2004 and have received 472 complaints all of which
were investigated with 6 being dismissed.

Home Composting is the ideal way to reduce the amount
of waste going into the kitchen bin which in turn will help
reduce waste costs. Almost a third of waste can be
composted and Laois County Council provide composters
at a subsidised rate of €26.00. In 2004 303 composters
were sold.

Enforcement of legislation is one of the key mechanisms in
tackling the litter pollution problem in County Laois.
In 2004, extra staff were recruited with responsibility for
tackling illegal dumping activities in the County.
The Council has three full-time Environmental Control
Officers to deal with litter related activities, which include:
Dealing with dumping/littering incidents in the
County
Issuing On The Spot Fines and dealing with court
cases
Liaising with local groups regarding clean-ups
Carrying out street patrols in towns and villages.
Ensuring recycling Bring Centres are properly
maintained.
Contact with businesses regarding
responsibilities under the Litter Pollution Act and
anti-litter measures.

The anti litter hotline 1800 32 32 30 continued in an effort
to encourage the confidential reporting of illegal dumping.

Environmental education is a vital step towards waste
reduction and recycling and was delivered on an ongoing
basis to schools and Community groups by the Council's
Environmental Awareness Officer.

40 schools in Laois are registered with the Green Schools
Programme (64% of Secondary and 46% of Primary) and
9 have been awarded the coveted Green Flag. In addition
a very successful Christmas Tree Decoration
Competition was arranged in association with the "Race
Against Waste" campaign in an effort to encourage school
children and their parents to think about how to reuse and
recycle.

Portlaoise Against Litter, a community based initiative,
continued to tackle the litter problem in Portlaoise in 2004.
Its main objective is to create a pride of place attitude in
Portlaoise town and develop a co-ordinated and supportive
programme for litter control, to reduce the instance of litter
and identify problem areas and litter black spots.

Laois County Fire & Rescue Service employ 67 retained
fire fighters who responded to 814 calls during 2004. 109
Fire Safety Certificate applications were received and 92
licensing applications under Section 24 of the Fire Service
Act, 1981 & 2003 issued.

Pupil from Our Ladys Primary School in Durrow



Ta 37 Saoraid Athchudrsala sa Chontae. Solathraionn na laithreain go léir do ghloine agus cannai. Féach an graf thios do

mhionsonrai iomlana na saoraidi agus usaide i 2004.
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Ta tri bhailitheoiri dramhaiola ag obair i Laois

mar nach bhfuil Comhairle Contae Laoise bainteach
i mbailit dramhaiola. Chuir na bailitheoiri na tascairi
a leanas ar fail:

Céadatan de lionta ti solathartha

le bailit dramhaiola leithscartha N/A
Céadatan de dhramhail theaghlaigh

bailithe agus curtha le haghaidh

athchursala 14%
Céadatan de dhramhail theaghlaigh
ag dul chuig lionadh talin 86%

Bunaiodh foireann thiomanta thorfheidhmithe dramhaiola
in lGil 2004 agus ta 472 gearan faighte acu agus rinneadh
iniuchadh orthu go léir agus rinneadh 6 cheann acu a
chaitheamh amach.

Is bealach idealach € Muirin Baile chun an méid
dhramhaiola ata ag dul isteach in araid na cistine a

laghdu agus cuideoidh seo leis na costais dramhaiola a
laghdu. Tig muirin a dhéanamh de bheagnach trian de
dhramhail agus solathraionn Comhairle Contae Laoise
gléasanna déanta muirin ag rata féirdheontais de €26.00. |
2004 dioladh 303 gléasa déanta muirin.

Ceann de na priomhtheicnici maidir le dul i ngleic le fadhb
an truaillithe bruscair i Laoise is ea forfheidhmid
reachtaiochta. |1 2004, rinneadh breis foirne a earcu agus
bhi sé mar fhreagracht orthu dul i ngleic le gniomhaiochtai
dumpala neamhdhlithitla sa Chontae. Ta tri Oifigeach
Rialaithe Comhshaoil lanaimseartha ag an gCombhairle
chun déileail le gniomhaiochtai bainteachle bruscar, lena
n-airitear:

Déileail le teagmhais dumpala/bruscair sa

Chontae

Finealacha Ar an bPointe a eisitint agus déileail

le casanna cuirte

Idirchaidreamh a dhéanamh le grupai aitiula

maidir le glanadh suas.

Patroil srédide a dhéanamh i mbailte agus

sraidbhailte.

A chinntit go ndéanfar lonaid Tabhair Leat
athchursala a chothabhail.
Teaghmhail le gnéthai maidir le freagrachtai faoin
Acht um Thruaillii Bruscair agus bearta frithbhruscair.
Lean beoline 1800 32 32 30 an fhrithbhruscair d'iarracht
a dhéanamh tuairisciu faoi run maidir le
dumpail neamhdhlithitil a spreagadh.

Céim fhiorthabhachtach is ea oideachas ar an
gcomhshaoil maidir le laghdu agus athchursail dramhaiola
agus rinne Oifigeach na Comhairle um Feasacht an
Chomhshaoil é a sheachadadh ar bhonn leantnach do
scoileanna agus grupai Pobail.

Ta 40 scoil i Laois claraithe le Clar Glas na Scoile

(64% d'iar-Bhunscoileanna agus 46% de Bhunscoileanna).
agus bronnadh 9 acu leis an mBratach Glas santaithe.
Lena chois sin rinneadh Comoértas Maisitchain Chrainn
Nollag ar éirigh go maith leis a eagru i gcomhphairtiocht
leis an bhfeachtas "Ras i gCoinne Dramhaiola" mar
iarracht paisti scoile agus a dtuismitheoiri a spreagadh le
smaoineadh faoi athusaid agus athchursail.

Lean Port Laoise i gCoinne Bruscair, tionschamh
pobalbhunaithele dul i ngleic leis an bhfadhb bruscair i
bPort Laoise i 2004. Is i a phriomhaidhm na meon broéid
aite a chruthu i mbaile Phort Laoise agus clar tacaioch
agus comhordaithe a fhorbairt maidir le rialt bruscair,
casanna bruscair a laghdu agus ceantair faidhbe agus baill
dhubha bruscair a shainaithint.

Fostaionn Seirbhis Déiteain agus Tarrthala Chontae
Laoise 67 Comhraiceoir coimeadta a d'fhreagair 814 glao
le linn 2004. Fuarthas 109 iarratais do Theastais
Sabhailteachta Doiteain agus eisiodh 92 iarratas do
cheadunais faoi Alt 24 den Acht Seirbhisi Déiteain, 1981
& 2003.
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"FIRE - OUR COMMUNITY AT RISK" was the theme
adopted by the National Safety Council of Ireland for Fire
Safety Week 2004, which ran from Monday 4th to Sunday
10th October 2004.

During this week, Fire Officers from Laois County Fire &
Rescue Service visited and gave Fire Safety Talks to
various primary schools around Laois. In total over 1,300
primary school children and their teachers attended the
talks. Other activities during the week included, schools
visits to Fire Station, open-nights in Fire Stations and Fire
Brigade visits to schools. Various fire safety leaflets and
posters were also distributed around the towns of County
Laois and advertising campaigns in local newspapers and
on the local radio station were carried out.

Laois Civil Defence operates as the reserve emergency
service for County Laois. It also cooperates with the
Radiological Protection Institute within the framework of the
National Emergency Plan for dealing with emergencies.

In 2004, members were involved in many areas of

community activity and assisted at such events as the
Budweiser Derby, Mardi Gras Festival in Mountmellick,
Stradbally Electric Picnic Rock Concert as well as many
functions hosted by Laois County Council.

2004 was an excellent year for Laois Civil Defence in
winning the National Exercise Challenge in Kerry. As a
result of this achievement, they were honoured with a Civic
Reception.

In the area of Food Safety the County Veterinary Inspector
and the three Temporary Veterinary Inspectors ensured
the highest standards in the operation of the 12 domestic
abattoirs continued throughout 2004 and that all relevant
legislation is adhered to.

The service is provided for Laois County Counil by the
ISPCA. A Dog Warden is employed and a pound operated
at Ballacolla. 3027 dog licences were isssued in 2004 and
114 fines issued.

comantle ConnDae  LAOBL

LACHS - COUNTY  COLUNCIL

Carhaminbel

Civic Reception for Laois Civil Defence Team 2004 - Winners of the National Exercise Challenge 2004



"DOITEAN - AR bPOBAL | mBAOL" seo an téama
glacthaag an gComhairle Sabhailteachta Naisiunta don
tSeachtainSabhailteachta Doiteain 2004, a bhi ann 6 Dé
Luain 4 go dti Dé Domhnaigh 10 Deireadh Fémhair 2004.
| rith na seachtaine thainig Oifigigh Dhoitedin 6 Sheirbhis
Daitedin agus Tarrthala Laoise ar cuairt agus thug siad
Cainteanna ar Shabhailteacht Doiteain do
bhunscoileanna éagsula ar fud Laoise. San iomlan
d'fhreastail os cionn 1,300 paiste bunscoile agus a
muinteoiri ar na cainteanna.

I measc gniomhaiochtai eile le linn na seachtaine bhi,
cuairteanna scoileanna ar an Staisiun Doiteain,
oicheanta oscailte i Staisiuin Déiteain agus cuairteanna
Briogaidi Déiteain ar scoileanna. Rinneadh bileoga agus
postaeir éagsula ar shabhailteacht doiteain a chur thart
ar fud bhailte Chontae Laoise chomh maith agus bhi
feachtais fograiochta i bpaipéir nuachta aitiula agus sna
staisiuin raidio aitiula ann.

Feidhmionn Cosaint Shibialta Laocise mar sheirbhis
éigeandalachultaca do Chontae Laoise. Comhoibrionn sé
leis an Instititiid um Chosaint Raideolaioch chomh maith
laistigh de chreat an Phlean Naisitunta Eigeandéala chun
déileail le héigeandalai.

| 2004, bhi comhaltai bainteach i roinnt mhaith réimsi de
ghniomhaiocht phobail agus thug siad cuidiu ag 6céidi
cosuil leis an Budweiser Derby, Féile Mardi Gras i
Moointeach Milie, Ceolchoirm Rac Phicnic Leictreach na
Sraidbhaile chomh maith lena lan 6caidi éirithe ag
Combhairle Contae Laoise.

Bliain thar barr a bhi i 2004 do Chosaint Shibhialta
Laoise as buachan an Dushlain Naisiunta Gniomhaiochta
i gCiarrai. De bharr an ghnéthaithe seo, rinneadh iad a
onéru le Failtiu Cathrach.

Sa réimse Shabhailteacht Bia chinntigh Cigire
Tréidliachtaan Chontae agus an tri Chigire Tréidliachta
Sealadacha gur leanadh de na caighdeain is airde maidir
le cur i bhfeidhm an 12 seamlas baile i rith 2004 agus go
gcloitear le gach reachtaiocht bhainteach.

T4 an tseirbhis seo curtha ar fail ag Comhairle Contae
Laoise trid an ISPCA. Ta Maor Madrai fostaithe agus
ta pona i bhfeidhm i Ballacolla. Eisiodh 3027 ceadunas
madra i 2004 agus eisiodh 114 fineail.
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Foireann Doiteain ag Staisiun Ddéiteain Dhart i mBunscoil Mhuire, Dart
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Average time in minutes to mobilise fire brigades in

part - time stations B3(5

full-time stations N/A

First attendance at scene within 10 minutes 38%

First attendance at scene within 20minutes 49%

First attendance at scene after 20 minutes 13%

Total number of fire safety certificate applications

Received 109
Processed 92

Total number of personnel - retained 67

No. of calls attended to from station 795

No. of false alarms received in station 19

Primary 46%
Secondary 64%
No. of Waste Permits issued 1 6 5
No. of renewal waste permits issued Nil 4 1
No. of Section 18 Notices issued 56 21 47
No. of Section 55 Notices issued 5 8 7
No. of Section 34 Notices issued 2
No. of Litter Fines issued 241 221 273
No. of prosecution cases taken

because of non payment of fines 58] 85 11
No. of prosecutions secured 7
No. of full-time litter wardens 2 2 8
No. of part-time litter wardens 0
No. of litter wardens per 5,000

population 0.26
Litter complaints (excl. complaints

directly to Litter Wardens) 341
Unpolluted i.e. litter free 9%
Slightly polluted with litter 49%
Moderately polluted with litter 27%
Significantly polluted with litter 11%
Grossly polluted with litter 4%
No. of sites 20 41 37
Batteries, oils etc. 1 1 1
Total no. of cases subject to complaints

concerning environmental pollution (relating

to waste, litter, water pollution, noise pollution,

air pollution) 472
No.of complaints investigated 466
No.of complaints dismissed 6
Enforcement procedures taken 56




Meanfad ama i néiméid chun briogaidi doiteain a

ghluaiseacht i staisiuin phairtaimseartha 112
staisitin lanaimseartha N/A
An chéad laithreacht ag an suiomh laistigh de 10 néiméad 38%
An chéad laithreacht ag an suiomh laistigh de 20 néiméad 49%
An chéad laithreacht ag an suiomh i ndiaidh 20 noiméid 13%
Lion iomlan d'iarratas do theastais sabhailteachta doiteain

Faighte 109
Préiseail 92
Lion iomlan pearsanra-coimeadta 67
Lion na nglaonna ar freastalaiodh orthu 6n staisiun 795
Lion na mbréagrabhadh faighte sa staisiun 19

Bunscoileanna 46%
lar-Bhunscoileanna 64%
Lion na gCeadanna Dramhaiola eisithe 1 6 5
Lion na gceadanna dramhaiola athnuachana eisithe Naid 4 1
Lion na bhFograi in Alt 18 eisithe 56 21 47
Lion na bhFograi in Alt 55 eisithe 5 3 7
Lion na bhFograi in Alt 34 eisithe 2
Lion na bhFinealacha Bruscair eisithe 241 221 273
Lion na gcasanna ionchuisimh a rinneadh

mar gheall ar neamhioc finealacha 53 85 11
Lion na n-ionchuiseamh daingnithe 7
Lion na Maor Bruscair lanaimseartha 2 2 3
Lion na maor bruscair phairtaimseartha 0
Lion na maor bruscair sa 5,000

den daonra 0.26
Gearain bhruscair (gan gearan direach

ag na Maoir Bhruscair a aireamh) 341
Neamhthruaillithe i.e saor 6 bhruscar 9%
Beagan truaillithe le bruscar 49%
Truaillithe go measartha le bruscar 27%
Truaillithe go suntasach le bruscar 11%
Truaillithe go hollmhér le bruscar 4%
Lion na laithrean 20 41 37
Ceallrai, olai etc. 1 1 1
An lion iomlan de chasanna faoi réir gearan

a bhaineann le truaillit an chomhshaoil (a bhaineann

le dramhail, bruscar, truailliu uisce, truailliti torainn,

truailliu aeir) 472
Lion na ngearan imscradaithe 466
Lion na ngearan caite amach 6
Gnathaimh Fhorfheidhmithe glactha 56




Work continued on the advancement of Portlacise Main
Drainage in 2004. The contract documents and Polluter
Pays Report for the DBO (Treatment Works) received
DoEHLG conditioned approval in 2004 and will be
forwarded to the short listed consortia in early 2005.
Contract documents for the network were prepared and
sent to DoEHLG for approval. Negotiations with
landowners for wayleaves for the laying of the Sewer
Network were ongoing.

Advance work at the Stradbally Road was completed and
the laying of a surface water sewer commenced on the
Timahoe Road.

The tender documents for the Main Scheme Stage | to
develop a ground water source, storage reservoir and
distribution network were forwarded to DoEHLG for
approval. Tenders were received for a production well
drilling contract.

The Preliminary Report for this scheme received DoEHLG
approval. Laois County Council advertised for consultants
for the advancement of this scheme.

Laois County Council advertised for consultants to prepare
Design Review and tender documents for the Grouped
Towns - Stradbally, Mountrath, Rathdowney, Clonaslee,
Durrow and Abbeyleix - and to prepare Preliminary Report
for the Grouped Villages - Castletown, Borris in Ossory,
Ballinakill, Newtown, Doonane and The Swan.

The Design Review and Polluter Pays report was
forwarded to DoEHLG for approval. A brief for the
appointment of consultants has been forwarded to the
DoEHLG for approval.

Laois County Council have forwarded brief to DOEHLG
for the appointment of consultants for this Scheme.

Revised plans were forwarded to the DoEHLG for approval
to commence preparation of tender documents.

The Council received a Capital Allocation of €500,000 for
small schemes in 2004. This money together with internal
resources funded the following schemes - Borris in Ossory
Water Supply, Castletown Water Supply Imp., Rushin
Road-Castletown Water Main, Meelick to Ballyroan Water
Main, Clonin/Drim Water Source, Rosenallis-Shanbeg
Water Main, Portarlington STP Upgrade, Ballyadams
Reservoir, Cappalug & Killimy STP, Sewer at Bank Place,
Clonkeen and Ballybrophy G.W.S. rail crossings.

The Council received approval for expenditure under the
S.L.I. scheme for Killenard Sewerage. A new treatment
plant to cater for 2000 p.e. was completed in Ballylinan.
Application has been lodged with the DoEHLG for funding
under the scheme for Graiguecullen Pumping Station and
Cushina Sewerage and Water Infrastructure.

A water conservation study for the County has
commenced with the aim of reducing unaccounted for
water to DoEHLG guideline levels.

Laois County Council have identified all our non-domestic
customers and have issued tender documents for the
supply of meters. All non-domestic customers will be
metered in 2005. The true cost of harnessing treating and
distributing drinking water and collecting and treating
waste water has been calculated.

In 2004 the Council spent €62,000 on the maintenance of
public toilets at Mountrath, Portlaoise and Stradbally.

An extension to Killenard Burial Ground was completed to
provide 240 new grave spaces. Paths and Plinths were
provided in Mountrath and Ballacolla cemeteries. In
addition, a total of €56,000 was allocated to Voluntary
Groups for the upkeep of Burial Grounds throughout the
County.

In the report for year 2003 overall compliance with the
drinking water standards in public water supplies was
above average at 99.2%. Compliance with the faecal
coliform standard in public water supplies was excellent in
Laois during 2003 and faecal coliforms were not detected
in any of the public water supplies during the year. All
public water supplies in Laois were also fully in compliance
with the standards for ammonium, nitrate, nitrite. odour, pH
and turbidity. In general, compliance with the remaining
parameters was high.

Reservoir at Ratheniska



Tascshorcoir ag Baile Arnai

Leanadh le hobair maidir le cur ar aghaidh Phriomh-
Shruthchéras Phort Laoise i 2004.Fuair na caipéisi
conartha agus Tuairisc "loc Mar a Thruaillitear" don DBO
(Obair Coireala) faomhadh coinniollaithe DoEHLG agus
cuirfear ar aghaidh iad ag an gcuibhreannas gearrliostaithe
go luath i 2005. Ullimhaiodh caipéisi conartha don lionra
agus cuireadh chuig an DoEHLG iad le faomhadh. Bhi
idirbheartaiochtai le huinéiri talin do chead sli maidir le
cur sios an Lionra Sruthchoérais ag leanuint ar aghaidh.
Cuireadh crioch le hobair chur ar aghaidh ag Béthar an
tSraidbhaile agus tosaiodh ar chur sios séarach dromchla
uisce ar Bhéthar Thigh Mochua.

Cuireadh na caipéisi tairiscinte do Chéim 1 den Phriomh
Scéim maidir le foinse uisce talun, taiscshorcéir agus
lionra leithdhailte ar aghaidh ag an DoEHLG d'fhaomhadh.
Fuarthas tairiscinti do chonradh druilleala tobar tairgthe.

Fuair Réamh-Thuarascail na scéime seo faomhadh an
DoEHLG. D'fhégair Comhairle Contae Laoise chun
chomhairligh a fhail do chur ar aghaidh na scéime seo.

D'fhégair Comhairle Contae Laoise chun

chomhairligh a fhail d'ullmha Athbhreithnithe

Deartha agus caipéisi tairiscinte do na Bailte Grupailte -
An tSraidbhaile, Maighean Ratha, Rath Domhnaigh,
Cluain na Sli, Daru agus Mainistir Laoise - agus chun an
Réamh-Thuarascail a ullmhu do Shraidbhailte Grupailte -
Baile an Chaisleain, Buirios Mér Osrai, Ballinakill, Baile
Nua, Doonane agus an Eala.

Cuireadh an tAthbhreithnia Deartha agus an tuarascail
"loc mar a Thruaillitear" chuig an DoEHLG le faomhadh.
Cuireadh mionteagasc maidir le ceapadh na
gcomhairleach ar aghaidh chuig an DoEHLG le faomhadh.

Chuir Comhairle Contae Laoise mionteagasc ar aghaidh
chuig an DoEHLG do cheapadh na gcomhairleach don
Scéim seo.

Cuireadh pleananna athleasaithe ar aghaidh chuig an
DoEHLG le faomhadh maidir le tosi na gcaipéisi
tairiscinte a ullmhu.

Fuair an Chombhairle Leithdhaileadh Caipitil de €500,000
do scéimeanna beaga i 2004. Rinne an t-airgead seo in
éineacht le hacmhainni inmheanacha na scéimeanna seo
a leanas a chistit- Solathar Uisce Bhuirios Mor Osrai,
Solathar Uisce Imp. Chaislean an Bhaile, Béthar Rushin -
Priomh-uisce Chaislean an Bhaile, Meelick go
Priomh-uisce Baile Atha an Raine, Foinse Uisce
Clonin/Drim Priomh-uisce Ros Fhionnghlas-Shanbeg, STP
Chuil an tSudaire, Taiscshoércoir Bhaile Arnai, STP
Cappalug & Killimy , Séarachas ag Plas an Bhainc,
Crosaire Traenach G.W.S. Clonkeen agus Baile Ui
Bhroéithe.

Fuair an Chomhairle faomadh do chaiteachas faoin

Scéim TTC do shéarachas Killenard. Cuireadh monarcha
chaéiredla i gerich do 2000 p.e i Ballylinan. Leagadh
iarratas do chistit don DoEHLG faoin scéim do Staisitn
caidéaluchain agus Creat Séarachais agus Uisce Cushina.

Cuireadh tus le staidéar ar chaomhnu uisce don Chontae
agus is i an aidhm aige na uisce gan mhiniu a laghdu go
dti leibhéil threoirlinte an DoEHLG.

Shainaithin Comhairle Contae Laoise ar gcustaiméiri
neamh-intire uile agus ta caipéisi tairscinte eisithe acu do
sholathar méadar. Déanfar custaiméiri neamhbhaile uile a
méadarthomhas i 2005. Rinneadh fiorchostas uisce 6il a
chur ar fail, a choireail agus a imdhaileadh agus bailiu
agus coiredil uisce dramhaiola a aireamh.

| 2004 chaith an Chomhairle €62,000 ar chothabhail na
leithreas poibli i Maighean Ratha, Port Laoise agus an
tSraidbhaile.

Cuireadh sineadh ar Reilig Killenard i gcrich chun 240
spas d'uaigheanna Ura a sholathar. Solathraiodh Cosain
agus Pliontai i reiligi Mhaighean Ratha agus Bhaile Cholla.
Lena chois sin rinneadh iomlan de €56,000 a
leithdhaileadh chuig Grupai Deonacha do chairit Reiligi ar
fud an Chontae.

Sa tuarascail don bhliain 2003 bhi an comhlionadh iomlan
le caighdeain an uisce 06il i solarthai poibli uisce os cionn
an mheain ag 99.2%. Bhi an comhlionadh maidir leis an
gcaighdean bachaillin drélannaigh faecaigh i solathairti
poibli uisce ar bharrfheabhas i Laois le linn 2003 agus ni
bhfuarthas bachaillini drénlannacha i gceann ar bith de na
solathairti poibli uisce le linn na bliana. Bhi na solathairti
poibli uisce i Laois de réir na gcaighdean maidir le
amoiniam, niotrait, nitrit, tuth, pH agus moirtidlacht. Go
ginearalta, bhi an comhlionadh ard maidir leis na
paraiméadair eile.
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A new Rural Water Monitoring Committee, which reviews
and monitors progress on the Rural Water Programme was
formed during the year. The following members were
nominated to the Committee by the respective
organisations/bodies.

County Council: Clr. John Bonham, Dick Miller, Michael
Turley.

County Development Board: Pat Fitzpatrick, Michael
Bergin.

County Community Forum: Michael J. Cobbe

County Federation of Group Water Schemes: Jackie
Keyes, Leo Keville, Jimmy Walsh.

Five meetings of the Committee were held during 2004.

New Schemes/Upgrade of Schemes €450,000
Take-over Upgrades Programme €400,000
Bundling/DBO - Water Treatment €250,000
Connect to Public Main €100,000
Small Water & Sewerage Schemes €500,000
Total €1,700,000

The following schemes were grant aided in 2004:

Garryhedder 11,786
Rushin 27,705
Coolgorragh 2,726
Ballybrophy 187,176
The Rock 41,902
Rahavannagh 10,562
Kyletalisha 62,837
Dunmore Demesne 15,389
Vicarstown (No.2) 57,689
Ballycarnan 96,392
Clonmore 37,279
Clonkeen 113,452
Garrintaggert (No.3) 12,382
Coolnaboul 20,724
Cullohill 38,787
Heath 224,085

Total grant aid of €960,873 paid to 16 schemes serving

714 consumers.

Percentage of drinking water analysis results in
compliance with statutory requirements with regard to:
public schemes
private schemes(where appropriate)

99.2%
95.2%

Expenditure incurred on take-over upgrades was as
follows:

Ratheniska €69,750
Killenard €436,353
Bundle of 5 Schemes

(Ralish, Upper Crubbin,

Kyleclonhobert, Clonreher

Castlecuffe) €87,721

Expenditure of €593,824 incurred on the upgrade of 7
schemes serving 729 consumers.

Laois County Council has joined with Carlow, Kilkenny,
Wexford, Wicklow and Kildare County Councils to form the
South Leinster DBO Bundle for the provision and operation
of water treatment facilities. The following schemes in
Laois are participating in the Bundle.

Ballacolla 507 Connections
Ballypickas 78 Connections
Donaghmore 46 Connections
The Swan 371 Connections
Total 1002

The planning of the South Leinster Bundle Project has
reached tendering stage and construction is scheduled to
commence in mid 2005.In 2004 expenditure of €105,502
was incurred on advance works on the participating
schemes including exploratory well drilling, land acquisition,
installation of loggers and bulk meters. The balance of the
2004 allocation was transferred to meet the additional
expenditure incurred on the Takeover Upgrades
Programme.

In order to eliminate water quality deficiency in the
Barrowhouse scheme which has 64 consumers, an
upgrade of the scheme to include serving it off the
Ballylinan Public Scheme commenced in 2004. A grant of
€90,069 was paid to the group in 2004 and the upgrade
will be completed in early 2005.

Ballyadams Reservoir 50,310 37,733
Portarlington S.T.P. 26,412 17,406
Clonin/Drim Water Source 5,012 3,759
Rosenallis to Shanbeg

Watermain 51,627 38,720
Rahin Road, Ballylinan 11,500 8,625
Cappalug & Killimy STP 219,098 164,323
Castletown WS 23,590 17,692
Meelick to Ballyroan

Water Main 490 367
Borris-in-Ossory

Water Supply 200,322 150,242
Sewer at Bank Place,

Portlaoise 18,331 13,748
Rushin Road to Castletown

Water Main 48,179 36,134
Clonkeen Railway

Crossing WM 15,000 11,250

Total 669,871 500,000



Bunaiodh Coiste ur ar Mhonatoéireacht Uisce Tuaithe,
le linn na bliana, a athbhreithnionn agus a dhéanann
monatdireacht ar an gClar Uisce Tuaithe. D'ainmnigh na
heagraiochtai/comhlachtai faoi seach na comhaltai a
leanas don Choiste.

Comhairle Contae: Comhl. John Bonham, Dick Miller,
Michael Turley.

Bord Forbartha Contae: Pat Fitzpatrick, Michael Bergin.
Fdéram Pobail an Chontae: Michael J. Cobbe
Conaidhm an Chontae ar Ghrup-Scéimeanna Uisce:
Jackie Keyes, Leo Keville, Jimmy Walsh.

Tiondladh cuig chruinnit Coiste le linn 2004.

Scéimeanna Ura/Uasghradu

na Scéimeanna €450,000
Clar Uasghradaithe Tathcheangail €400,000
Cuachadh/DBO - Coéireail Uisce €250,000
Nasc chuig an bPriomhsholathar

Uisce €100,000
Scéimeanna Beaga Uisce agus

Séarachais €500,000
lomlan €1,700,000

Tugadh cuidit deontais do na céimeanna seo a leanas i

2004:

Garryhedder 11,786
Rushin 27,705
Coolgorragh 2,726
Baile Ui Bhroithre 187,176
An Charraig 41,902
Rahavannagh 10,562
Kyletalisha 62,837
Dun Mér Demesne 15,389
Baile an Bhoicaire (No.2) 57,689
Baile Cearnainn 96,392
Cluain Mhor 37,279
Cluain Chaoin 113,452
Garrintaggert (Uimh.3) 12,382
Coolnaboul 20,724
An Chulchaill 38,787
An Fraoch 224,085

lomlan de chuidiu deontais €960,873 ioctha do 16 scéim

a fhreastalaionn ar 714 tomhaltoir.

Céadatan de thorthai anailise uisce 6il de réir

riachtanas reachtuil maidir le:

scéimeanna poibli 99.2%
scéimeanna priobhaideacha
(nuair is ga) 95.2%

Caiteachas tabhaithe ar uasgradaithe tathcheangail mar a
leanas:

Ratheniska €69,750

Killenard €436,353

Cuachadh de 5 Scéim

(Rath Lis, Cruibin Uachtarach,

Kyleclonhobert, Clonreher

Castlecuffe) €87,721

Caiteachas €593,824 tabhaithe ar uasghradu de 7
scéim a fhreastalaionn ar 729 tomhaltéir.

Choénaisc Comhairle Contae Laoise le Comhairli Contae
Cheathairligh, Chill Chainnigh, Loch Garman, Chill
Mhantain agus Chill Dara chun Cuachadh DBO Dheisceart
Laighean a bhunu do sholathar agus feidhmiuchan
saoraidi coireala uisce. Ta na scéimeanna a leanas i Laois
rannphairteach sa Chuachadh.

Baile Cholla 507 Nasc
Ballypickas 78 Nasc
Domhnach Mér 46 Nasc
An Eala 371 Nasc
lomlan 1002

Ta pleanail Thionscadal Cuachta Dheisceart Laighean

ag an gceéim thairiscinte faoi lathair agus ta togail le tosu i
lar 2005. 1 2004 bhi caiteachas de €105,502 ar oibreacha
chur ar aghaidh ar na scéimeanna rannphairteacha lena
n-airitear druileail thaiscéalaioch tobair, sealbhu talun,
feistiu logalaithe agus bulcméadair. Aistriodh fuilleach
2004 chun ioc as an mbreischaiteachas ar an gClar
Uasgradaithe Tathcheangail.

D'fhonn easpa i gcailiochta uisce a dhiotht i Scéim
Barrowhouse ag a bhfuil 64 custaiméir, thosaigh
uasghradu ar an scéim lena n-airitear freastal uirthi 6
Scéim Phoibli Baile Ui Laigheanain i 2004. focadh deontas
de €90,069 don ghrupa i 2004 agus beidh an t-uasghradu
criochnaithe i 2005.

Taiscshorcoir Bhaile Arnai 50,310 37,733
Cuil an tSudaire S.T.P. 26,412 17,406
Foinse Uisce Clonin/Drim 5,012 3,759
Ros Fhionnghlas go

ShanbegPriomhuisce 51,627 38,720
Boéthar an Raithin, Baile

Ui Laigheanain 11,500 8,625
Cappalug & Killimy STP 219,098 164,323
Baile an Chaisleain WS 23,590 17,692
Meelick go Ballyroan

Priomhuisce 490 367
Buirios Moér Osrai

Solathar Uisce 200,322 150,242
Séarach ag Plas an

Bhainc,Port Laoise 18,331 13,748
Bothar Rushin go Baile

an ChaisleainPriomhuisce 48,179 36,134
Crosaire Traenach WM

Chluain Chaoin 15,000 11,250

lomlan 669,871 500,000



Upper Crubbin  260.36 Knockahonagh  200.25

Graiguenahown 406.36 Ironmills 197.87
Ralish 1,015.90 Donaghmore 2,387.48
Garrintaggert 2 134.81 Aghmacart 507.90
Moyadd 2 (02) 203.18 Killeaney 01-03 4,571.10
Barrowhouse 5,182.14  Errill 9,143.85
Knockardagur  235.14 Ballinaclough 660.27
The Heath 24,630.38 Moyadd 2 (03) 203.16
Ballacolla (02) 27,160.15 Aghafin 1,523.70
Ballypickas 7,720.84  Ratheniska 2,832.23
Total: €89,177.07

Priority in the Rural Water Programme in 2004 continued
to be placed on bringing water quality in existing group
schemes to the standard required by the current Quality of

Water Intended for Human Consumption Regulations. This
objective is being approached through:
Participation of schemes in the South Leinster
(DBO) Bundle for the provision of water
treatment.
Connection of privately sourced schemes to the
public main where feasible.
Take-over of the scheme by the Council.
Capital funding for upgrades of schemes which
have water quality problems.
Fitting of Ultra Violet Water Treatment appliances
on small group schemes with quality problems.

In addition to its statutory functions with regard to the
monitoring of drinking water supplies, as provided for in the
European Communities (Drinking Water) Regulations,
2000, the Council's Laboratory also conducted its own
Management Monitoring of Group Water Schemes during
the year.

Ballacolla GWS members on a DBO fact-finding visit to County Monaghan Group Water Schemes. Such
visits have proved useful in informing group schemes of what they might expect when entering DBO bundle
projects.

9



Scéim Fhoirdheontais Feidhmiuchain agus
Cothabhala

Scéim € Scéim €
Cruibin Uachtarach 260.36 Knockahonagh 200.25
Graiguenahown 406.36 Ironmills 197.87
Ralish 1,015.90 Dun Mor 2,387.48
Garrintaggert 2 134.81 Aghmacart 507.90
Moyadd 2 (02) 203.18  Killeaney 01-03 4,571.10
Barrowhouse 5,182.14 Eiréil 9,143.85
Knockardagur 235.14 Ballinaclough 660.27
The Heath 24,630.38 Moyadd 2 (03) 203.16
Baile Cholla (02) 27,160.15 Aghafin 1,623.70
Ballypickas 7,720.84 Ratheniska 2,832.23

lomlan: €89,177.07

Cailiocht Uisce i nGrup-Scéimeanna

Lean an tosaiocht sa Chlar Uisce Tuaithe i 2004 de
bheith ag iarraidh cailiocht uisce i ngrupscéimeanna a bhi
ann cheana a thabhairt go dti an caighdean iarrtha faoina
Rialtiichain um Chailiocht Uisce Ceaptha d'Usaid Daoine
ata ann faoi lathair.

Tuarascail Bhliantuil 2004

Tathar ag tabhairt faoin gcuspair seo tri:

» Rannphairtiocht scéimeanna i gCuachadh (DBO)
Dheisceart Laighean do sholathar coéireala uisce.

* Nasc de scéimeanna cistithe go priobhaideach
don phriomhsholathar uisce nuair is féidir.

- Tathcheangal na scéime ag an gComhairle.

- Cistiu caipitil d'uasghradaithe scéimeanna ag a
bhfuil fadhbanna cailiochta uisce.

+ Féistiu fearais Choiréala Uisce Ultraivialait ar
ghrupscéimeanna beaga le fadhbanna cailiochta.

Ag Déanamh Monatoireachta ar Chailiocht

Uisce i nGrup-Scéimeanna

Le cois a fheidhmithe reachtula maidir le monatéireacha a
dhéanamh ar sholathairti uisce 6il, mar a sholathraitear i
Rialtchan (Uisce Oil) na gComhphobal Eorpach, 2000,
rinne réadlann na Comhairle a Bainistiocht Monatoéireachta
féin ar Ghrup-Scéimeanna Uisce le linn na bliana freisin.

Annual Report 2004

2004 Tuarascail Bhliantuil - Cénaidhm Naisitnta ar
Grupscéimeanna Uisce
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Planning and Transportation Policy

Chair: John Joe Fennelly MCC
Members: Sectoral Interests:
David Goodwin, M.C.C. Martin Keane
Michael Lalor, M.C.C. John Keyes
Michael Turley, M.C.C. Brian Bonham
Michael Rice, M.C.C. John Kelly

Jerry Lodge, M.C.C.

Jack Nolan, T.C.

Director Of Services: Gerry Gibson
Senior Engineer, Roads:  Mary White
Senior Planner: Peter Dolan
Senior Exectutive Officer:  Martin Daly

A/Project Co-Ordinator: Mary Donohue

Report on Strategic Policy Committee

One meeting was held in March 04 and the following
matters were examined:

« Draft Regional Planning Guidelines

« Policy on Industrial Sites

« Economic Strategy for Co. Laois

» Development of policy for provision of safe

routes to schools
« Policy on development of orbital routes

Planning

The overall objective of the Planning Department is to
implement the provisions of the Planning Acts and provide
appropriate support measures in order to promote the
physical, social and economical well being of the County
so that living standards are protected and raised and work
opportunities fostered and created having regard to the
principles of sustainability. The Planning Department can
be broken down into 3 separate areas (i) Control,

(ii) Enforcement and (iii) Forward Planning.

Control

The number of planning applications received in 2004 was
1,641. However it should be noted that 363 of the total
applications received were invalid and required the
applicant to submit a new application. The following table
gives a breakdown of valid planning applications received
and decisions made during 2004 and the comparative
figures for 2003.

Customer Service Initiatives

The Planning Department is constantly endeavouring to
improve the quality of their services to the public. A key
part of this has been the introduction and upgrading of
modern information systems to support staff dealing with
the public. The first phase in this process commenced in
January 2004 and involved the electronic scanning of
planning applications which are linked to both the Internet
and Intranet services of the County Council. This system
enables both customers and staff alike to electronically
view authorized planning information thereby improving the
planning process.

The planning website has proved a very popular attraction
with 465,138 planning page hits in 2004. The E-plan
application which facilitates electronic viewing of planning
applications has also become increasing popular as can
be seen from the chart below.

EIEEE
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Number of unique visits per month to E-
Plan Website in 2004.

The E-plan site can be accessed through the main Council
Website at www.laois.ie

Development Contribution Scheme

The Members of Laois County Council, in accordance with
the provision of Section 48 of the Planning & Development
Act 2000, approved the Development Contribution Scheme
on the 8th of March 2004.

The approved scheme applies to the entire functional area
of County Laois, has a 5 year duration and details of the
scheme can be found on our website www.laois.ie

2003 2004

Number of valid applications received 1,206 1,279
Number of decisions made 1,080 1,286
Number of applications granted 978 1,135
Number of applications refused 102 151

2004 Performance

Invalid Applications

returned to applicant 21.44%

Referrals to Area Office 14 working days
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Polasai Pleanala agus lompair

Cathaoir: John Joe Fennelly MCC
Combhaltai: Earnalach:

David Goodwin, M.C.C. Martin Keane
Michael Lalor, M.C.C. John Keyes
Michael Turley, M.C.C. Brian Bonham
Michael Rice, M.C.C. John Kelly

Jerry Lodge, M.C.C.

Jack Nolan, T.C.

Stiurthoir Seirbise: Gerry Gibson
Innealtdir Sinsearach, Boithre: Mary White
Pleanalai Sinsearach: Peter Dolan

Oifigeach Sinsearach Feidhmiuchain: Martin Daly
Comhordaitheoir A/Tionscadail: Mary Donohue

Tuarascail ar Choiste an Pholasai
Straitéisigh

Tiondladh cruinnit amhain ar 4 Marta agus rinneadh
scrudu ar na ceisteanna a leanas:

* Dréacht-Treoirlinte ar Phleanail Réigiunach

* Polasai ar Shuimh Thionscalaiocha

« Straistéis Eacnamaioch do Chontae Laoise

« Forbairt ar pholasai maidir le solathar bhealai
sabhailte chuig scoileanna

+ Polasai ar Fhorbairt bhealai fithiseacha

Pleanail

Is i an aidhm fhoriomlan den Ranndg Pleanala na
féralacha na nAchtanna Pleanala a chur i bhfeidhm agus
bearta tacaiochta cui a sholathar d'fhonn follaine fhisciuil,
shaisialta agus eacnamaioch an Chontae a chur chun cinn
sa dodigh is go ndéanfar caighdéain mhaireachtala a
chosaint agus ardaithe agus deiseanna oibre a chothu
agus a chruthu ag cur prionsabal inbhuanaitheachta san
aireamh. Tig leis an Rannog Pleandla a bhriseadh sios i 3
réimse aonair. (i) Rialu, (ii) Forfheidhmiu

agus (iii) Rialu ar Chur ar Aghaidh Pleanala

Rialu

1,641 iarratas pleanala a fuarthas i 2004. Ba choir a
thabhairt faoi deara, afach, go raibh 363 de na hiarratais a
fuarthas neamhbhaili agus bhi ar an iarrthéir iarratas ur a
chur isteach. Tugann an tabla thios achoimre ar na
hiarratais phleanala baili a fuarthas agus cinnti a rinneadh
le linn 2004 agus na figitiri coibhneastado 2003.

2003 2004
Lion na n-iarratas baili a fuarthas 1,206 1,279
Lion na gcinnti a rinneadh 1,080 1,286
Lion na n-iarratas deonaithe 978 1,135
Lion na n-iarratas diultaithe a 102 151
2004 Feidhmiuchan
larratais Neamhbhaili le
cur ar ais ag an iarrthoir 21.44%
Atreoraithe go hOifig an Cheantair 14 1a oibre

Tionscnaimh Sheirbhise do Chustaiméiri

Ta an Rannog Pleanala de shior ag déanamh a ndicheall
caighdeain a seirbhisi don phobal a fheabhsu. Bhi tabhairt
isteach agus uasghradu de chéras faisnéise nua-
aimseartha chun cuidiu le foireann déileail leis an bpobal
mar phriomh-phairt de seo. Thosaigh an chéad chéim sa
phroiseas in Eanair 2004 agus bhain sé le scanadh
leictreonach d'iarratais phleanala ata nasctha le seirbhisi
Idirlin agus Inlin araon na Comhairle Contae. Cuireann an
céras Seoar chumas custaiméiri agus foireann araon
amharc go leicreonach ar eolas pleanala udaraithe agus
mar sin ag cur feabhas a chur ar an bproiseas pleanala.

Ta an laithrean Gréasain phleanala an-tarraingteach le
465,138 aimsithe de leathanaigh phleanala i 2004. Ta
antoir tagtha ar iarratas E-plean chomh maith a éascaionn
amharc leictreonach ar iarratais phleanala mar ata le
feicéail 6n ngraf thios.

T

Fei e A M Ja gl By Bmy Cal B [

Lion na gcuairteanna aonair sa mhi ar

laithrean Gréasain Eplean i 2004.
Is féidir teacht ar laithrean E-plean tri phriomh-
laithrean Gréasain na Comhairle ag www.laois.ie

An Scéim Rannaiocaiochta Forbartha.

Rinne Comhaltai Chomhairle Contae Laoise, de réir

fhorail Ailt 28 den Acht um Pheanail agus Fhorbairt 2000,
an Scéim Ranniocaiochta Forbartha a fhaomhadh ar 8
Marta 2004. Baineann an scéim fhaofa le limistéar feidhme
iomlain Chontae Laoise, ta fad 5 bliana aici agus is féidir
mionsonrai na scéime a fhail ar ar laithrean Gréasain
www.laois.ie.
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Service Indicators
Planning and Building Control

Category
Individual Housing Other: not Other:requiring EIA
Houses Development requiring EIA
No. of appplications determined 581 126 571 8
% of complete applications 88.63% 92.50% 95.53% 100%
determined within 8 weeks
Average length of time taken 73.1 81.66 75.42 76.33
to determine an application
where further information is
sought (in days)
% of grants 83.48% 80.16% 95.27% 62.50%
% of refusals 16.52% 19.84% 4.73% 37.50%
% of cases where the decision 45.45% 36.84% 38.46% 0%
was confirmed by An Bord
Pleanala
% of cases where the decision 13.64% 42.11% 38.46% 0%
was varied by An Bord Pleanala
% of cases where the decision 40.91% 21.05% 23.08% 0%
was reversed by An Bord Pleanala
Enforcement
In December 2004 a stand alone Enforcement Section was
established as a result of the financial resources secured
in the annual Estimates. A number of complaints were
received regarding unauthorised development and non-
compliance with conditions attached to planning permission
through the year and the following table gives a breakdown
of the activities for 2004.
Service Indicators
Planning Enforcement
* Total number of cases subject to complaints that are
- investigated 79
- dismissed 0
* Number of enforcement procedures taken through warning letters 41
» Number of enforcement procedures taken through enforcement notices 18
* Number of Prosecutions 1
Public opening hours
» Average number of opening hours per week 32.5
Average length of time from request for consultation with local authority
planner to actual formal meeting for pre-planning consultation 2.25 weeks
Buildings inspected as a percentage of new buildings notified to the local authority 12.88%




Tuarascail Bhliantuil 2004
Tascairi Seirbhise
Rialu Pleanala agus Foirgniochta
Catagoir
Tithiocht Forbairt Eile: EIA de Eile: le EIA
Aonair Tithe dhith
Lion na nlarratas a cinneadh 581 126 571 8
% na nlarratas lionta a chinneadh
laistigh de 8 seachtaini 88.63% 92.50% 95.53% 100%
Meanfad ama a ghlacadh 731 81.66 75.42 76.33
chun iarratas a chinneadh
nuair a lorgaitear tuilleadh
eolais (i laethanta)
% de dheontais 83.48% 80.16% 95.27% 62.50%
% de dhiultaithe 16.52% 19.84% 4.73% 37.50%
% i gcasanna ina 45.45% 36.84% 38.46% 0%
ndearbhaigh An Bord
Pleanala an cinneadh
% i gcasanna ina ndearna An Bord 13.64% 42.11% 38.46% 0%
Pleanala an cinneadh a éagsulu
% i gcasanna ina ndearna An Bord 40.91% 21.05% 23.08% 0%
Pleanala an cinneadh a aisiompair.
Forfheidhmiu
I mi na Nollag 2004, bunaiodh Ranndg Forfheidhmithe
neamhspleach mar thoradh ar na hacmhainni airgeadais Q
a dhaingniodh sna Meastachain bhliantula. Fuarthas roinnt U"'_I
gearan maidir le forbairt neamhudaraithe agus déanann an ©—
tabla a leanas na gniomhaiochtai do 2004 a bhriseadh '--J
sios. (101
-]
Tascairi Seirbhise Q
Forfheidhmiu Pleanala E
* Lion iomlan na gcasanna faoi réir gearan ata I:
- imscrudaithe 79 D
- caite amach 0
* Lion na ngnathamh forfheidhmithe glactha tri litreacha rabhaidh 41 '-t
¢ Lion na ngnathamh forfheidhmithe glactha tri fhograi forfheidhmithe 18 U
* Lion na nlonchuiseamh 1
Uaireanta Oscailte don Phobal t
» Meanlion d'uaireanta oscailte sa tseachtain 32.5 e
Meanfad ama ¢ iarratas chun dul i gcomhchomhairle le pleanalai an udarais aitiil E
go dti cruinniu forimidil iarbhir do chomhchomhairle réamhphleanala 2.25 seachtaini E
Foirgnimh inidctha mar chéadatan foirgneamh dra curtha in iul don Gdaras aitiuil 12.88% L.J
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Forward Planning

The Forward Planning Section is engaged in the
formulation of planning policies to provide a framework for
the proper planning and sustainable development of
County Laois.

Consultations with public regarding Draft
Development Plan

County Development Plan

The Current County Development Plan was adopted in
2000 and there were no variations to that Plan in 2004. In
April 2004 work commenced on the review of the

Development Plan and following intensive consultation with

the public, various agencies and elected representatives a
Draft County Development Plan was prepared and
presented to the Members for their consideration in
December 2004.

Urban and Village Renewal Programme
2000-2006

In 2004, Urban and Village Renewal projects were carried
out in Portlaoise, Ballylinan, Ballyroan and Timahoe. The
improvements to the towns and villages included
development of amenity areas, planting of trees and
shrubs and the development of focal points for local
communities.

Town Renewal Scheme 2000

Properties within the towns of Mountrath, Mountmellick,
Portarlington and Rathdowney have been designated for
the purpose of Town Renewal Scheme.

Laois County Council continues to liaise with developers
and property owners in order to achieve the maximum
benefits from the Town Renewal Scheme.

Shop Front Grants Scheme

Grants were allocated to assist in carrying out works to
enhance shop fronts.

Conservation Grants Scheme

During 2004, four Grants were allocated to property
owners to assist in the conservation of protected
structures.

Residential housing in Portarlington
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Pleanail ar Aghaidh

Ta Rannog na Pleanala ar Aghaidh gafa i gceapadh
polasaithe pleanala chun creat a chur ar fail do phleanail
chui agus forbhairt inbhuaineach Chontae Laoise.

An Plean Forbartha Contae

Glacadh leis an bPlean Forbartha Contae reatha i 2000
agus ni dhearnadh athruithe ar bith ar an bPlean sin i
2004. In Aibrean 2004 cuireadh tus le hobair ar
athbhreithnit an Phlean Forbartha agus i ndiaidh
comhcomhairle chuimsitheach leis an bpobal,
gniomhaireachtai éagsula agus ionadaithe tofa ullmhaiodh
Dréacht-Phlean Forbartha Contae a cuireadh i lathair do
na Comhaltai le cur faoina mbraid i Nollaig 2004.

Clar Athnuachan Cathracha agus

Sraidbhailte 2000-2006

| 2004, rinneadh tionscadail Chlar Athnuachan Cathracha
agus Sraidbhailte i bPort Laoise, Baile Laigheanain,
Ballyroan agus Tigh Mochua. Airiodh leis na feabhstchain
ar bhailte agus sraidbhailte forbairt ar laithreacha
conlaiste, cur plandai agus réschrann agus forbairt ar
phointi fécasacha don phobal.

Scéim Athnuachan Bailte 2000

Rinneadh maoine laistigh de bhailte Mhaighean Ratha,
Mhoointeach Milie, Chuil an tSudaire agus Rath
Domhnaigh a ainmniu do chuspoir na Scéime
Athnuachana Bailte. Leanann Comhairle Contae Laoise
d'idirchaidreamh a dhéanambh le forbréiri agus uGinéiri
maoine chun na buntaisi is fearr a fhail 6n Scéim
Athnuachan Bailte.

Scéim Deontas d'Eadain Siopai

Rinneadh deontais a leithdhaileadh chun cuidiu le
hoibreacha a chur i ngniomh maidir le headain siopai a
threisiu.

Scéim Deontas Caomhnaithe

Le linn 2004, rinneadh ceithre Dheontas a leithdhaileadh
chuig uinéiri maoine chun cuidit i gcaomhnu struchtar
cosanta.

Choénaitheacha i Moéinteach Milic
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Roads

Laois County Council is responsible for and maintains the
2,278. km of roadway and 24km of motorway in the
County.

In 2004, Laois County Council received a total allocation of
€28,583,916 in respect of expenditure on National & Non-
National roads in the County. Of this €1,373,816 was
financed from the Council's own funds, with the remainder
coming from the Department of the Environment Heritage
& Local Government, and the National Roads Authority.

In line with previous years, Laois County Council carried
out maintenance works on national, regional, and local
roads in the County. These works include salting the roads
during icy periods, drainage works, verge trimming,
footpath repairs, erection and replacement of signs,
relining, the provision of studs, bridge repairs and the
replacement of safety barrier/fencing.

In 2004, under the Multi-Annual Roadworks Programme
2002-2005, strengthening and surface dressing works
were carried out to Regional and County roads throughout
the County. It is planned to review this multi-annual
programme in 2005 to extend it for a further period.

New metric speed limits in Ballacolla

Projects

M7 Portlaoise to Castletown/M8 Portlaoise

to Cullahill Motorway Scheme

The M7 Portlaoise to Castletown/M8 Portlaoise to Cullahill
Motorway Scheme project is one of the five largest road
projects in the country, consisting of 42km of motorway
and requiring a total investment of €460 million. The
M7/M8 scheme is one of eleven candidate Public Private
Partnership (PPPs) schemes in the country.

Following an Oral Hearing, An Bord Pleanala confirmed,
with modifications, the Environmental Impact Statement
and the Motorway Order for the scheme in September
2004.

The contracts for Detailed Topographical Surveys and
Detailed Ground Investigations were awarded in the latter
end of the year.

Contracts will be awarded for the investigation in detail, of
the archaeological potential along the route thus reducing
the risk of potential delays during the construction period.

N7 Castletown to Nenagh

The N7 Castletown to Nenagh comprises of 36 km of high
quality dual carriageway.

The scheme is currently at the Preliminary Design/Land
Acquisition stage.

Site investigation works were carried out in 2004 and a
final EIS report is due to be submitted to the NRA in early
2005.

M7 Heath Mayfield Motorway

The M7 Heath Mayfield Motorway was opened on Monday
8th November, 2004. The Motorway links the Kildare and
Portlaoise bypasses. The opening of this key 17.5 km
stretch of motorway is the final piece in the jigsaw that
allows motorists to drive a continuous stretch of high
quality dual carriageway and/or motorway all the way from
Portlaoise to Dundalk. The project which cost €140 million
was opened almost a year ahead of schedule and was
made possible through partnership between Laois and
Kildare County Councils. This motorway will improve road
safety and will also facilitate the development of the
National Transport Hub and Inland Port at Togher
Portlaoise.

Portlaoise Northern Orbital Route (PNOR)
This road will connect the Mountmellick Road (N80) with
the Dublin Road (R445) at its junction with the Carlow
Road (R425), a total length of 5.3km. The County
Manager's report recommending that the scheme proceed
as proposed was accepted by the Council at it's January
monthly meeting.

Portlaoise Western Circular Route (PWCR)

This road will connect the Mountmellick Road, N80 with
the recently constructed roundabout at the junction of Fr.
Browne Avenue and the Abbeyleix Road (R922). In 2004
the Clonminam Link between the Mountrath Road (R445)
and Fr. Browne Avenue was started with the construction
of a new roundabout off the Mountrath Road. Consultants
were appointed to design and prepare contract
documentation for the Clonminam Link scheme which
includes the provision of a 22m. span skewed bridge
crossing of the main Dublin-Limerick-Cork railway line.

Portlaoise

M7 Portlacise Motorway Central Median Safety
Barrier Retrofit Contract

In 2004, the National Roads Authority allocated €600,000
to provide a new central median safety barrier along the
entire M7 Portlaoise By-Pass Motorway. The barrier was
80% completed in 2004.

Stradbally Road Resurfacing

The Stradbally Road (N80) from just beyond the entrance
to the cemetery to the mini-roundabouts at St. Peter &
Paul's church was completely resurfaced in 2004 and new
footpaths and kerbs were provided.

New Roundabout

A Roundabout at the N80 Timahoe Road/Well Road/JFL
Avenue was permanently installed at this busy location in
2004. The design and construction of this project was
carried out by Laois County Council staff.
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Boithre
Ta Comhairle Contae Laoise freagrach as ach

coimeadann si caoi ar2,278 km de bhealai agus 24 km de
bhealai sa Chontae.

| 2004, fuair Comhairle Contae Laoise leithdhaileadh
iomlan de € 28,583,916 i dtaca le caiteachas ar bhoithre
Naisiunta agus Neamh-naisitnta. Den mhéid seo rinneadh
€1,373,816 a mhaoiniu 6 chiste na Comhairle i féin, agus
tagann an fuilleach én Roinn Comhshaoil, Oidreachta
agus Rialtais Aitivil, agus an tUdaras um Bhoithre
Naisiunta. Ag teacht le blianta roimhe seo, rinne Comhairle
Contae Laoise oibreacha cothabhala ar bhoithre naisitnta,
réigiinacha, agus aititila sa Chontae. Airitear leis na
hoibreacha seo, salann a chur ar bhoithre ag tréimhsi
oighreata, oibreacha draenala, maisiu bruacha,
athchoirithe césan, cur suas agus athsholathar
combharthai, athlineail, solathar stodai, athchoirithe ar
dhroichid agus athsholathar de bhacainn/falaithe
sabhailteachta.

| 2004, faoin gClar libhliantuil Oibreacha Boithre 2002-
2005, rinneadh oibreacha treisithe agus athleasaithe ar
bhoithre Réigiinacha agus Contae ar fud an Chontae. Ta
sé pleanailte athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar an gClar
IIbhliantuil seo i 2005 chun é a shineadh do thréimhse
nios faide.

Tionscadail

M7 Port Laoise go Baile an Chaisleain/M8

Port Laoise go Culchoille

Ta an Scéim Moétarbhealaigh M7 Port Laoise go Baile an
Chaisleain/M8 Port Laoise go dti Chulchoille ar cheann

de na cuig thionscadal béthair is mé sa tir, ina bhfuil 42km
de bhealai agus ar a bhfuil infheistit iomlan de €460
billiin de dhith. Ta scéim an M7/M8 ar cheann de na
scéimeanna Comhphairtiochta Priobhaidi-Poibli (CPP)
d'aon cheann déag iarrthéra sa tir.

| ndiaidh Eisteacht Bhéil, dhearbhaigh An Bord Pleanéla,
le mionathruithe, an Raiteas Tionchair Chomhshaoil agus
an tOrdu um Métarbhealai don scéim i Mean Fémhair
2004.

Bronnadh na conarthai do Shuirbhéanna Topagrafaiochta
agus Bonn-Imscrudaithe Mionsonraithe i bpairt dheiridh na
bliana.

Bronnfar conarthai don imscriadd mionsonraithe, faoin
bhféidearthacht seandalaiochta ar an mbealach agus mar
sin ag laghdu an baol maidir le féidearthacht moillithe le
linn na tréimhse tégala.

N7 Baile an Chaisleain go dti an tAonach
Cuimsionn N7 Baile an Chaisleain go dti an tAonach 36
km de dhébhealach ar ardchaighdean.Ta an scéim ag
céim Réamhdheartha/ Shealbhaithe Talun faoi lathair.
Rinneadh oibreacha imscrudaithe laithrean i 2004 agus
ta tuarascail EIS dheiridh le bheith curtha isteach ag an
NRA go luath i 2005.

Moétarbhealach M7 Heath-Ghort na Bealtaine
Rinneadh Moétarbhealach M7 Heath - Ghort na Bealtaine
a oscailt ar an Luan 8 Samhain, 2004. Nascann an

Motarbhealach seachbhealai Chill Dara agus Phort Laoise.
Ta oscailt an phriomhachair 17.5 km de mhétarbhealach
seo ar an bpiosa deiridh de na hoibreacha a ligeann do
ghluaisteanaithe tiomaint ar achar leanunach de
dhébhealach agus/né mhétarbhealach ar ardchaighdean i
rith an bhealaigh6 Phort Laoise go Dun Dealgain.
Rinneadh an tionscadal seo a chostas €140 milliun
beagnach bliain chun tosaigh agus tharla sé mar gheall ar
an gcomhphairtiocht idir Chombhairli Contae Laoise agus
Chill Dara. Cuirfidh an moétarbhealach seo feabhas ar
shabhailteacht bhoéithre agus éascoidh sé forbairt an Lar-
lompair Naisiunta agus an Chalafoirt Intire ag Togher, Port
Laoise.

Bealach Fithiseach Thuaidh Phort Laoise
Nascoidh an bothar seo Bothar Moéinteach Milic (N80) le
Bothar Atha Cliath (R445) ag a acomhal le Béthar
Cheatharlaigh (R425), achar iomlan de 5.3 km. Ghlac an
Chomhairle tuarascail an Bhainisteora Chontae a mhol go
rachadh an scéim ar aghaidh mar a moladh ag a cruinnia
miosuil in Eanair.

Bealach Ciorclach Thiar Phort Laoise
Nascoidh an béthar seo Béthar Mdéinteach Milic N80

leis an timpeallan ar tégadh le déanai ag acomhal Ascaill
An Athar de Brun agus Bothar Mhainistir Laoise (R922).

| 2004 cuireadh tus le Nasc Clonmimam idir Bhéthar
Mhaighean Ratha (R445) agus Ascaill An Athar de Brun
le tégail timpeallain uir taobh le Béthar Mhaighean Ratha.
Ceapadh comhairligh chun na caipéisi conartha a
dhearadh agus a ullmhu do scéim Nasc Clonmimam lena
n-airitear solathar droichid sceabha de réise 22m taobh le
priomh-line traenach Bhaile Atha Cliath-Luimnigh-Chorcai.

Port Laoise

Sabhailteacht Lar-Airmheain Mhotarbhealaigh Phort Laoise
M7 Conradh Aisfheistithe Bacainni

| 2004, leithdhailigh an tUdaras um Boithre Naisitinta
€600,000 chun bacainn sabhailteachta lar-airmheain uir

a sholathar ar Sheach-Mhétarbhealach Phort Laocise M7
go hiomlan. Bhi 80% den bhacainn i gcrich i 2004.

Athdheisit Bhéthar na Sraidbhaile

Rinneadh Béthar na Sraidbhaile (N80) thar bhealach
isteach go dti an reilig go dti na miontimpeallain ag séipéal
NaomhPeadar agus Pél a athdheisit go hiomlan i 2004
agus solathraiodh cosain agus colbhai ura.

Timpeallan Ur

Togadh Timpeallan buan ag N80 Béthar Tigh
Mochua/Bothar an Tobair/Ascaill JFL sa suiomh gnéthach
seo i 2004. Ba i foireann Chomhairle Contae Laoise a
rinne dearadh agus togail an tionscadail seo.

Timpeallan ag Bothar Mhaighean Ratha, Port Laoise
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Portarlington

Portarlington Land Use and Transportation Study
The final report of this study was presented to a joint
Laois/Offaly Area Roads meeting in March 2004 at which it
was accepted by the elected members of both Local
Authorities. This study will now become the blueprint for
development for the town of Portarlington.

Improvement Works
Significant Surfacing Improvement Works were carried out
on various sections of the N7, N8, N80 and N78
throughout the County in 2004.
Specific Improvement Schemes were carried out at the
following locations

* Pike of Rushall

* Kilmullen Bridge

» Western Circular (Clonminam Link), Portlaocise

Seven Low Cost Safety Improvement Work Schemes were
carried out at various locations throughout the County.
These schemes involve the provision of lighting, road
markings and signs to improve road safety.

Public Lighting
A total of 3041 lights are maintained by the Council and in
2004 the cost was €438,905.00

Community Involvement in Roadworks

Scheme

This scheme continued in 2004 and a total of 8 projects
were successfully undertaken in conjunction with local
communities.

Local Improvement Scheme

An allocation of €191,332 was received from the
Department of the Environment in 2004 in respect of the
above which financed 13 projects in the county.

Taxis and Hackneys

In 2004 Laois County Council has a total of 70 valid
hackney licences and 7 limousines licences, and 57 taxi
licences of which 10 are wheelchair accessible taxi
licences.

Service Indicators

Road Safety

School Wardens

Laois County Council has seven full time school wardens
and one stand-by school warden which provide safe
access to and from schools at busy locations throughout
the County.

Safe Cycling Programme

In 2004, three National Schools took part in this
programme, which ran over six weeks and provided 110
children with comprehensive training regarding all aspects
of Cycling Safety.

Speed Limit Review

The speed limits were reviewed on a County-wide basis in
2004 and the new speed limit bye-laws were introduced in
November 2004.

Casual Trading Bye-Laws

The introduction of Casual trading was examined in 2004.
Meetings took place with elected members and
submissions were sought from the public as to their views
on the introduction of Casual trading into the County. Five
submissions were received and it is planned to examine
this issue further in 2005.

Portlaoise Parking Bye-Laws
Following both a public consultation process which
commenced in 2003 and also, extensive meetings with
elected members, the following changes to the existing
bye-laws were introduced :
» Extension of pay & display parking to eight
locations around the town and the provision of
13 additional Pay & Display machines
» Residents Permits now issued free of charge
* Abolition of fi hour free parking spaces
« Provision of additional Wheelchair Bay at Main
Street.

The above changes came into effect on 1st September
2004.

Local and Regional Roads Surface Dressed p.a.(m?2 )

587,950m?2

% of local and Regional Road Surface dressed p.a.

5.9%
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Cuil an tSudaire Sabhailteacht ar Bhoithre
Staidéar ar Usaid Talun agus lompair i gCuil an Maoir Scoile
tSudaire Té seacht maor scoile lanaimseartha ag Combhairle
Cuireadh tuarascail dheiridh an staidéir seo i lathair Contae Laoise agus maor scoile ar aire amhain a
chuig comhchruinnit Bhéithre Limistéar Laoise/Uibh Fhaili ~ sholathraionn rochtain shabhailte chuig agus 6 scoileanna
i Marta 2004 inar ghlac comhaltai tofa an da Udaras Aitiuil  ag suimh ghnéthacha ar fud an Chontae.
é. Beidh an staidéar anois mar ghormchlé d'fhorbairt i
mbaile Chuil an tSudaire. An Clar um Rothaiocht Shabhailte

| 2004, ghlac tri Scoil Naisiunta pairt sa chlar seo, a bhi a
Oibreacha Feabhstlchain reachtail ar feadh sé seachtaini agus a sholathraigh oilitint

chuimsitheacha do 110 paiste maidir le gach cineal
Sabhailteacht Rothaiochta

Rinneadh Oibreacha Feabhsuchain Dromchlai Suntasacha
ar phairteanna éagsula den N7, N8, N80 agus N78 ar fud
an Chontae i 2004.

Rinneadh Scéimeanna Feabhsuchain Sainidil sna suimh Athbhreithniu ar Luasteorainneacha
seo a leanas Rinneadh athbhreithniu ar luasteorainneacha ar fud an
« Pike of Rushall Chontae i 2004 agus tugadh na fodhlithe
« Droichead Kilmullen luasteorainneacha ura isteach i Samhain 2004.
» An Ciorclach Thiar (Nasc Clonminam ), Port ;
Laoise Fodhlithe do Thradail Ocaideacha

Scrudaiodh tabhairt isteach Tradail Ocaidi i 2004. Bhi
Rinneadh seacht Scéimeanna Oibreacha d'Fheabhsuchain  cruinnithe ann le comhaltai tofa agus lorgaiodh

Sabhailteachta a bhi iseal 6 thaobh costais de ar fud an aighneachtai 6n bpobal maidir lena dtuairmi ar thabhairt
Chontae. Bhain na scéimeanna seo le solathar soilsithe, isteach Tradail Ocaidi go dti an Contae. Fuarthas 5
marcanna agus comharthai bothair maidir le feabhas aighneacht agus tathar ag pleanail tuilleadh scrudaithe a
a chur ar shabhailteacht bhéithre. dhéanamh ar an gceist seo a i 2005.
Soilsit Poibli ~ Fodhlithe Pairceala Phort Laoise
Rinne an Chomhairle iomlan de 3041 solas a chothabhail | ndiaidh phréiseas comhairlitichain phoibli a thosaigh i
i 2004 ar chostas €438,905.00. 2003, agus cruinnithe cuimsitheacha le comhaltai tofa
. o L. chomh maith, tugadh na hathruithe a leanas isteach maidir

Bainteacht an Phobail i Scéimeanna le fodhlithe a bhi ann cheana:
Oibreacha Baéthair - Sineadh ar phairceail ioc agus taispeain ag ocht
Leanadh den scéim seo i 2004 agus tugadh go rathdil suiomh thart ar an mbaile agus solathar de 13
faoi 8 dtionscadal i gconasc le pobail aititla. meaisin loc agus Taispeain bhreise

» Ceadanna Conaitheoiri eisithe saor in aisce
Scéim Feabhsuchain Aitidil anois e o

- Ceall spasanna pairceala fi uair saor in aisce
Fuarthas leithdaileadh €191,332 6n Roinn Comhshaoil « Solathar de Bha Chathaoireacha Rothai breise
i 2004 maidir leis an méid thuasluaite a mhaoinigh 13 ag an bPriomhsraid.

tionscadal sa Chontae.
Thainig na hathruithe thuas i bhfeidhm ar 1 Mean Fémhair
Tacsaithe agus Fruilcharranna 2004.
| 2004 bhi iomlan de 70 fruilcharr baili ag Comhairle
Contae Laoise agus 7 gceadunas limisin, agus 57
ceadunas tacsai agus is ceadunais tacsai le rochtain
chathaoireacha rothai 10 gcinn acu.

Tascairi Seirbhise
Boithre Aitidla agus Réigiunacha Dromchla Deisithe p.a.(m2 ) 587,950m2

% de Bhéithre Aititila agus Réigitinacha Dromchla deisithe p.a. 5.9%
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Laois County Development Board

Membership of the Board

A number of membership changes to the County Development Board took place in 2004. Its current membership is set

out below:

Local Government

Ms. Mary Sweeney MCC, Laois County Council, Chair
Mr. Willie Aird MCC, Laois County Council

Mr. James Deegan MCC, Laois County Council

Mr. John Joe Fennelly MCC, Laois County Council
Mr. Brian Stanley MCC, Laois County Council.

Ms. Helen Hanson TC, Portlaocise and Mountmellick
Town Councils

Mr. Gerry Gibson, County Manager

Local Development Agencies

Ms. Anne Goodwin, Laois LEADER Co.

Ms. Julia Booth, Laois LEADER Co.

Ms. Maria Callinan, Laois County Enterprise Bd.

Ms. Lena Ging, Laois County Enterprise Bd.

Ms. Diane Burke, Portlacise Community Action Project
Mr. Patrick Fitzpatrick, Mountmellick Dev. Assoc.

Ms. Fionn Bardon, Laois County Childcare Cttee.

Director of Community and Enterprise Declan Byrne
During 2004, Laois County Development Board held six
meetings. Work continued on overseeing the
implementation of the Economic, Social and Cultural
Strategy - Realising Our Potential and the Board published
its Annual Report 2002 - 2003.

The County Development Board also endorsed the plans
of Mountmellick Development Association S.I., Laois
County Childcare Cttee, Portlacise Community Action
Project and Laois LEADER Co.

Presentations were made to the Board during the year by
the following:

- Mr. Pat Keating, Midlands Regional Authority -
Regional Planning Guidelines.

* Mr. Seamus Murray, Dept. of Education and
Science - Midlands Regional Educational Office.

 Mr. Gerry Finn, Director, BMW Regional
Assembly - National Development Plan -
Regional Operational Programme.

* Ms. Marie Christie and Mr. Tom Everard,
Teagasc - Anaerobic Digestive process.

In 2004, the Board made submissions on the Regional
Planning Guidelines, Laois County Development Plan and
the Mid Term Review of the Regional Drugs Strategy.

Task Groups of the Board
The partnership approach of the County Development
Board process has been further enhanced by the
establishment of a number of Task Groups, as follows:-
- Children's Task Group
- Safe Environment Task Group
- Education and Training Task Group
+ Economic Development Task Group

State Agencies

Mr. Nick Mernagh, Enterprise Ireland

Mr. Norman Black, MERTA

Chief Supt. Kevin Donohue, Garda Siochana
Mr. Con Feighery, Teagasc

Mr. Pat Campbell, FAS

Ms. Ann O'Keeffe, Laois VEC

Mr. Seamus Murray, Dept. of Education and Science
Ms. Brid Moody, IDA Ireland

Mr. Denis Galvin, Dept. Social & Family Affairs
Mr. Aidan Waterstone, Midland Health Board

Social Partners

Mr. Eric Lewis, Community/Voluntary Sector

Mr. Brian Bonham, Community/Voluntary Sector
Mr. Michael Bergin, Farming & Agriculture

Mr. Teddy Fennelly, Employers & Business

Mr. William Moylan, Trade Unions

Participants attending “Planning For Real” Training
Seminar September 2004

Other areas of activity

During the year the Board continued to support the work of
the Laois County Community Forum, Laois County Council
Anti-Poverty Working Group, Laois Rural Regeneration
Partnership, Laois TRIP, AEGIS, LABEL and other special
project groups.

Social Inclusion Measures Working Group
(SIM)

The SIM Group is responsible for developing cohesion in
the delivery of services to socially excluded groups. In
2004, a GIS mapped poverty profile of the county was
developed. A Targeted and Integrated Plan for refugees,
asylum seekers and migrant workers was prepared, which
was based on a survey of ethnic minorities in the county
published by the Board in conjunction with the Midland
Health Board and other agencies.
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Bord Forbartha Chontae Laoise

Ballraiocht an Bhoird

Tharla roinnt athruithe ballraiochta ar an mBord Forbartha Chontae i 2004. Téa cur sios déanta ar an mballraiocht reatha

thios:

Rialtais Aitivil

Mary Sweeney, Uas., MCC, Comhairle Contae Laoise,
Chathaoir An tUas.

An tUas. Willie Aird MCC, Combhairle Contae Laoise

An tUas. James Deegan MCC, Comhairle Contae Laoise
An tUas. John Joe Fennelly MCC, Comhairle Contae Laoise
An tUas. Brian Stanley MCC, Comhairle Contae Laoise.
Helen Hanson Uas., TC, Port Laoise agus Mdinteach Milic
Combhairli Baile

An tUas. Gerry Gibson, Bainisteoir Contae

Ghniomhaireachtai Forbartha Aitidil

Anne Goodwin, Uas., Laois LEADER Co.

Julia Booth, Uas., Laois LEADER Co.

Maria Callinan, Uas., Bord Fiontraiochta Chontae Laoise.
Lena Ging, Uas., Bord Fiontraiochta Chontae Laoise.

Diane Burke, Uas., Tionscadal Gnimh Phobail Phort Laoise
An tUas. Patrick Fitzpatrick, Cumm.Forb.Mdinteach Milic
Fionn Bardon, Uas., Coiste Churam Paisti Chontae Laoise

An Stiarthoir Pobail agus Fiontraiochta Declan Byrne
Le linn 2004, bhi sé chruinnit ag Bord Forbartha Chontae
Laoise. Leanadh d'obair mhaoirseachta ar chur i

bhfeidhm na Straistéise Eacnamaioch, Soisialta agus
Culturtha-Ag réadu Ar bhFéidearthachta agus d'fhoilsigh
an Bord a Thuarascail Bhliantuil 2002 - 2003.

D'fhormhuinigh an Bord Forbartha Contae pleananna
Chumann Forbartha Méinteach Milic chomh maith, Coiste
Curaim Phaisti S.| Laoise, Tionscadal Gnimh Phobail Phort
Laoise agus Laois LEADER Co.

Rinne na daoine seo a leanas cur i lathair don Bhord

le linn na bliana:

- An tUas. Pat Keating, Udaras Réigitinach Lar na
Tire-Treoirlinte Pleanala Réigiuin.

* An tUas. Seamus Murray, An Roinn Oideachais
agus Eolaiochta - Oifig Réigitnach Oideachais
Lar na Tire

+ An tUas. Gerry Finn, Stiarthéir, BMW Tionol
Réigiunach - Plean Forbartha Naisiunta -Clar
Réigiunach Oibritchain

* Marie Christie, Uas. agus An tUas. Tom Everard,
Teagasc - Préiseas Dilea Anaerdbaigh

1 2004, rinne an Bord aighneachtai ar Theoirlinte Pleanala
Réigiuin, Plean Forbartha Contae Laoise agus
Athbhreithnid Meantéarmach na Straitéise Réigiunai ar
Dhrugai.

Gniomhaireachtai Stait ]
An tUas. Nick Mernagh, Fiontraiocht Eireann

An tUas. Norman Black, MERTA
Priomh-Maor. Kevin Donohue, Garda Siochana
An tUas. Con Feighery, Teagasc

An tUas. Pat Campbell, FAS

Ann O'Keeffe, Uas., GO Laoise

An tUas. Seamus Murray, Roinn
Oideachais agus Eolaiochta

Brid Moody, Uas., IDA Eireann

An tUas. Denis Galvin, Roinn Gnéthai
Saisialta agus Teaghlaigh

An tUas. Aidan Waterstone,

Bord Slainte Lar na Tire

Pairtithe Soisialta

An tUas. Eric Lewis, Earnail Phobail/Dheonach
An tUas. Brian Bonham,

Earnail Phobail/Dheonach

An tUas. Michael Bergin, Feirmeoireacht &
Talmhaiocht

An tUas. Teddy Fennelly, Fostéiri & Gno

An tUas. William Moylan, Ceardchumainn

Tascghrupai an Bhoird
Rinneadh tuilleadh treisithe ar chur chuige
comhphairtiochta phréiseas an Bhoird Forbartha Chontae
tri bhunu roinnt Thascghrupai, mar seo a leanas:-

« Tascghrupa na bPaisti

« Tascghrupa ar Thimpeallacht Shabhailte

« Tascghrupa Oideachais agus Oilitna

- Tascghrupa Forbartha Eacnamaiche

Réimsi eile Gniomhaiochtai

Le linn na bliana lean an Bord le tacaiocht a thabhairt
d'obair Fhéram Poibli Chontae Laoise, Grupa Oibre
Frithbhochtaineachta Chomhairle ContaeLaoise,
Comphairtiocht Athghiniuna Tuaithe, TRIP, AEGIS, LABEL
Laoise agus grupai tionscadal speisialta eile.

Grupa Oibre ar Bhearta Cuimsithe Sdéisialta
Ta an Grupa SIM freagrach as comhthathu a fhorbairt
maidir le seachadadh seirbhisi do ghrupai eisiata go
soisialta.l 2004, rinneadh préifil bhochtaineachta mapailte
GIS a fhorbairt. Ullmhaiodh Plean Spriocaithe agus
Comhthathaithe do dhideanaithe, lucht iarrtha tearmainn
agus oibrithe imirceacha, a bhi bunaithe ar shuirbhé ar
mhionlaigh eitneacha sa Chontae a d'fhoilsigh an Bord i
gconasc le Bord Slainte Lar na Tire agus gniomhaireachtai
eile.
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In 2004, two events were run for the under 12's
(Comhairle na bPaisti) and the under 18's (Comhairle na
nOg) which included discussion groups on topics,
activities, voting and a new webpage
www.laois.ie/kidsword ! Some children were then chosen
to represent Laois at national events. 1,000 children
participated in an innovative childrens photo project

“Childrens Lives in Laois”
R
-

Mayor Joe Digan and participants in Comhairle na
nOg in Clonaslee

The third year of the educational initiative programme
offered transition year classes the chance to attend a
Council meeting, find out about how the Council works and
see civic amenities such as the landfill site, water works
and fire station. Classes also got an opportunity to visit
the Dail. A new programme, the 'Know Your County' tour
was piloted to foster local pride.

Percentage of local schools involved in
the local Youth Council/Comhairle na
nOg scheme 42%

Laois Community Forum began the year by distributing a
2004 information wallchart to every home in Laois. The
County Community Forum Executive continued to meet
monthly and nominated representatives to 17
organisations in Laois including the County Development
Board. Elections were held in June and July and the new
18 member Forum was elected for a five year period. 336
community and voluntary groups were registered with the
Forum in 2004.

The Forum organised the County Development Plan
review process and the Triad Town Priority lists as well as
making an input on 'Bridging the Gap'. Capacity building
training was delivered to community groups including
democracy training, committee skills and 'Planning for
Real.' The Forum were active in developing the new group
'Laois Disability Action Group'. Two successful networking
seminars were held with the VEC and the Arts Office to
promote community education and lifelong learning.

Cathaoirleach William Aird and children from
primary schools throughout the county at
Comhairle na nOg event held on 3rd Dec 2004.
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Combhairle na nOg

1 2004, reachtaladh dha 6caid do phaisti faoi 12
(Comhairle na bPaisti) aguslfaoi 18 (Comhairle na
nOg) ina raibh grupai plé topaici, ghniomhaiochtai,

vétail agus leathanach gréasain Gir www.laois.ie/kidsword !

Roghnaiodh roinnt paisti ansin chun seasamh do Laois ag
6caidi naisiunta. Ghlac 1,000 paisti pairt i dtionscadal
nualaiocht griangraf paisti "Saolta Paisti i Laois"

Clar Scoileanna Dara Leibhéal

Thairg an 30 bliain den chlar tionscnaimh oideachais
ranganna na hidirbhliana an seans chun freastal ar
chruinnit Comhairle, an déigh ina n-oibrionn an
Chomhairle a fhail amach agus conlaisti cathracha a
fheiceail cosuiil leis an laithrean lionta talun, oibreacha
uisce agus staisiun doiteain. Tugadh deis do ranganna
cuairt a thabhairt ar an Dail chomh maith. Rinneadh

clar ur, turas 'Biodh eolas agat ar do Chontae' a phiolétu
chun bréd na haite a chothu.

Cuairt na nOige mar phairt den Chomhphairtiocht
Oideachasuil

Tascairi Seirbhise

Céadatan de scoileanr)a aitiula bainteach
iscéim na Combhairle Oige aititil Scéim

Combhairle na nOg 42%

Foram Pobail Laoise

Thosaigh Féram Pobail Laoise an bhliain tri chairtbhalla
eolais 2004 a imdhaileadh chuig gach baile i Laois. Lean
Feidhmeannas Féram Poibli an Chontae ar theacht le
chéile go miosuil agus d'ainmnigh siad ionadaithe do 17
eagraiocht i Laoise, an Bord Forbartha Contae ina measc.
Bhi toghchain ann i Meitheamh agus in Itil agus toghadh
an Féram ur le 18 gcomhalta le haghaidh tréimhse cuig
bliana.Claraiodh 336 gripa pobail agus deonacha leis an
bhféram i 2004.

D'eagraigh an Féram proiseas athbhreithnithe an Phlean

Forbartha Contae agus liostai Tosaiochtai na dTriadbhailte
chomh maith le ionchur a dhéanamh ar 'Bridging the Gap' .

Rinneadh oilitint a sheachadadh do ghrupai pobail
acmhainne-thégtha lena n-airitear oilitint daonlathais,
scileanna coiste agus 'Ag Pleanail go Réadach'. Bhi an
Féram gniomhach maidir le forbairt an ghrdpa ar 'Grupa
Gnimh Laoise do Dhaoine faoi Mhichumas. Tionéladh dha
sheiminear lionraithe an-rathuil leis an GO agus Oifig na
nEaloiona chun oideachas pobail agus foghlaim fhadsaoil
a chur chun cinn.

Caint ar sheirbhisi doiteain le Comhairle
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Financial Management

A/Head of Finance: Gerry Murphy

AlFinancial/Management Accountant:  Roisin Walsh
Rates

For the year 2004 the rate collection achieved was 92%.
The Ratable Value Multiplier for 2004 was 54.1978 and in
respect of Town Charges was:

Town
Portlaoise: 1.7209
Mountmellick: 2.176

Water Charges

The total number of commercial users in 2004 was 1847 of
which 1517 were metered and the remaining 330 were
charged on the basis of rateable valuation.

The charge for metered water is €4.70 per 1000 gallons or
€1.04 per 1000 litres. In addition a Meter Rental of
€50.00 per year is payable.

Prompt Payments of Accounts

Following the introduction of the Prompt Payment of
Accounts Act as amended by the European Communities
(Late Payment in Commercial Transactions) Regulations
2002, commercial suppliers are entitled to payment of
interest on amounts owed to them after

a) the date specified under the terms of a written
contract or

b) 30 days from receipt of the invoice or delivery of
goods, whichever is the later, where there is no
written contract or if the contract does not specify
a payment date

Laois County Council complies with the terms of the
Prompt Payments Act as amended.

Laois County Council did not pay any late payment interest
in 2004.

Service Indicators

Housing Loans
(2) Amount collected at year end as a
percentage of amount due 92%
(b)Percentage of arrears:
(1) 1 month old 16%
(1) 2 -3 months old 18%
(11) more than 3 months old 66%
Commercial Rates
Amount collected at year end as a
percentage of amount due 92%
Refuse Charges
Percentage of households paying refuse
charges at year end N/A
Non-Domestic Water Charges
Amount collected at year end as a
percentage of amount due 70%

Motor Taxation

General

The Motor Tax Department continues to provide a public
service widely availed of by the public. The introduction of
the NVDF (National Vehicle Driver File) system caters for
all motor tax and driver licences.

Vehicle Licences

The total receipts for 2004 was €10,750,103.70 compared
to €10,343,765.50 in 2003. The number of vehicle
licences (discs) issued in 2004 was 52,509 compared to
53,296 in 2003.

Driving Licences

Receipts for year 2004 were €124,650 (including
duplicates) compared with €150,750 for 2003. The
number of driving licences issued in 2004 was 7,805
compared with 9,111 in 2003.

A Theory Test is mandatory for all first applicants for
provisional licences. The telephone number to call for a
test is 1890 606 106.

Vehicle Testing

Certificates of Roadworthiness for commercial/goods
vehicles were issued in respect of 3076 vehicles during the
year. From 1st June 2004, all Light Goods Vehicles
require a D.0.E.H.L.G. test every year.

NCT Test (National Car Testing)

Testing of private vehicles is ongoing since January 2000.
The Laois Centre is at Lismard Business Centre, Timahoe
Road, Portlaoise. Initial test is after 4 years then every 2
years thereafter. Vintage cars are only exception to this
test.

Customer Service

Use of the credit card facility is well established. Every
effort is made at all times to minimise delays in processing
data. The facility of on-line taxing will be a further step in
simplifying renewal of taxation.

Hours of Opening: 9 am to 3.30 pm Monday to Friday
including lunch time.

Service Indicators

Percentage of Motor Tax transactions which
- are dealt with over the customer 66.79%

- are dealt with by post 33.21%
« are dealt with in other ways
(‘e.g. online, by telephone) 0

Number of postal applications and % of overall postal
applications which are dealt with (i.e. disc / driver
licence issued) from receipt of the application:

(=) on the same day 10364 55.61%
() on the third day or less 1572 8.44%
(c) on the fifth day or less 4437  23.81%
() over 5 days 2263  12.14%
Number of public opening hours per week 32.5




Gerry Murphy

Roisin Walsh

Ba é an bailichain ratai a fuarthas don bhliain 2004 na
92%.Ba é an tlolraitheoir Luacha Inratailte do 2004 na
54.1978 agus maidir le Muirir Bhailte na:

Port Laoise: 1.7209
Mointeach Milic: 2.176

Ba é an lion iomlan d'Uséideoiri trachtala i 2004 na 1847

a rinneadh 1517 acu a mhéadarthomhas agus rinneadh an
330 eile a ghearradh ar bhun luachala inratailte. Ba € an
muirear d'uisce méadarthomhaiste na €4.70 sa 1000
galun. Lena chos sin, ta Ciosu Méadair de €50.00

sa bhliain inioctha.

| ndiaidh tabhairt isteach an Achta um locaiocht Pras
ar Chuntais faoi arna leasu ag Rialtchain na
gComhphobal Eorpach (locaiocht Dhéanai i mBearta
Trachtala) 2002, ta solathraithe trachtala i dteideal
iocaiochtai Uis ar mhéideanna dlite doibh i ndiaidh

an data sonraithe faoi théarmai conartha

scriofa nd

30 la 6n sonrasc a fhail né 6 sheachadadh

na n-earrai, cibé ceann is déanai, nuair nach
bhfuil conradh scriofa ar bith nd mura sonraionn
an conradh data iocaiochta

Géilleann Comhairle Contae Laoise le téarmai an Achta
um locaiocht Pras ar Chuntais faoi mar a leasaiodh.
Nior ioc Comhairle Contae Laoise Us iocaiochta déanai
ar bith i 2004.

Méid bailithe ag deireadh na

bliana mar chéadatan den mhéid dlite 92%
Céadatan riaraisti:
1 mi d'aois 16%
2 - 3 mhi d'aois 18%
nios mé na 3 mhi d'aois 66%

Méid bailithe ag deireadh na
bliana mar chéadatan den mhéid dlite 92%

Céadatan na lionta ti ag ioc
costais mhuirear ag deireadh
na bliana N/A
Costais Uisce Neamh-Bhaile
Méid bailithe ag deireadh na
bliana mar chéadatdan den mhéid dlite 70%

Leanann an Rannog Canachais Ghluaistean le seirbhis
phoibli a Usaideann an pobal go forleathan a chur ar fail.
Freastalaionn tabhairt isteach choras an NVDF ( Comhad
Naisitnta Tiomanaithe Feithicli) do mhétarchain agus
ceadunais tiomana uile.

Ba é iomlan na n-adhmhalacha do 2004 na
€10,750,103.70 i gcomparaid le €10,343,765.50 i 2003.
Ba é lion na gceadunais feithicli (dioscanna) eisithe i 2004
na 52,509 i gcomparaid le 53,296 in 2003.

Ba iad na hadhmhalacha don bhliain 2004 na €124,650

(dublaigh san aireamh) i gcomparaid le €150,750 do 2003.

Ba é an lion na gceadunais tiomana eisithe i 2004 na
7,805 i gcomparaid 1€9,111 i 2003.

Ta Tastail Teoirice sainordaitheach do gach céad iarrthéra
le haghaidh ceadunas sealadach. Is & an uimhir theileaféin
chun glao le haghaidh tastéala na 1890 606 106.

Rinneadh Deimhnithe R6dacmhainneachta d'ftheithicli
trachtala/earrai a eisitint maidir le 3076 feithicil le linn

na bliana. O 1 Meitheamh 2004, ni mor tastail D.o.E.H.L.G
a bheith ag Feithicli Earrai Eadroma gach bliain.

Ta tastail ar fheithicli phriobhaideacha ag dul ar aghaidh
6 Eanair 2002. T4a lonad Laoise ag lonad Gné Lismard,
Bothar Thigh Mochua, Port Laoise. Ta an tustastail i
ndiaidh4 bliana agus ansin 2 bhliain é sin amach. Ta
carranna seanré mar eisceacht don tastail seo.

Ta usaid saoraid na gcartai creidmheasa bunaithe

go maith. Ta gach iarracht a déanamh chun an méid

is 10 moille a bheith ann maidir le sonrai a phréiseail.
Beidh saoraid na canach ar line mar chéim eile chun
athnuachan canachais a shimpliu.

Uaireanta ar Oscailte: 9 am go 3.30 pm Luan go hAoine
am 16in san aireamh.

Céadatan bearta Moétarchanach

a dhéileailtear leo leis an gcustaiméir  66.79%
a dhéileailtear leo trid an bpoist 33.21%
a dhéileailtear leo i mbealai eile

(‘e.g. arline, trid an teileafon) 0

Lion an n-iarratas poist agus céadatan d'iarratais
phoist san iomlan a dhéileailtear leo le (ceadunas
diosc/tiomanai eisithe) 6n iarratas a fhail:

ar an la céanna 10364 55.61%

ar an trid 1a n6é nios 10 1572 8.44%

ar an cuigiu la n6 nios 1t 4437 23.81%
os cionn 5 lae 2263 12.14%

Lion uaireanta ar oscailt sa tseachtain 32.5
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Annual Financial Statement

Revenue Account
Expenditure by Programme Group

Housing & Building

Road Transportation & Safety

Water Supply & Sewerage
Development Incentives & Controls
Environmental Protection

Recreation and Amenity

Agriculture, Education, Health & Welfare
Miscellaneous Services

Total Expenditure/Receipts

Net Cost of Programmes to be funded from County Rates and Local Government

Local Government Fund

County Rates

Surplus/(Deficit) for Year before Transfers
Transfers from / (to) Reserves

Overall Surplus / (Deficit) for Year
General Reserve at 1st January

General Reserve at 31st December

Capital Account

Expenditure by Programme Group

Housing & Building

Road Transportation & Safety

Water Supply & Sewerage
Development Incentives and Controls
Environmental Protection

Recreation and Amenity

Agriculture, Education, Health & Welfare
Miscellaneous Services

Total Expenditure/Receipts
Surplus / (Deficit) for Year
Balance at 1st January

Balance at 31st December

Expenditure

7,437,458
15,497,193
5,667,389
2,621,345
7,348,626
2,610,857
3,673,282
4,298,128

49,154,278

Expenditure

33,122,048
14,363,449
5,262,796

507,137
3,480,652
370,070

3,367,554

60,473,706

700,455
(3,262,045)
(2,561,590)

Income Net Expenditure
5,764,134 1,673,324
9,211,173 6,286,020
1,979,831 3,687,558
1,698,408 922,937
6,193,980 1,154,646
540,313 2,070,544
2,976,204 697,078
1,900,868 2,397,260
30,264,911
18,889,367
14,627,815
5,871,264
1,609,712
(972,739)
636,973
1,286,477
(650,504)

Income

31,116,990
15,323,110
8,257,959
3,174,168
1,572,434
1,377,548

351,952

61,174,161



[ Tuarascail Bhliantuil 2004
Raiteas Bliantuil Airgeadais

Cuntas Airgeadais

Caiteachas ag Grupa Clair Caiteachas Adhmhalacha Glanchaiteachais
Tithiocht agus Foirgniocht 7,437,458 5,764,134 1,673,324
lompar agus Sabhailteacht ar Bhoithre 15,497,193 9,211,173 6,286,020
Solathar Uisce & Séarachas 5,667,389 1,979,831 3,687,558
Spreagthai agus Rialuchain Forbartha 2,621,345 1,698,408 922,937
Cosaint an Chomhshaoil 7,348,626 6,193,980 1,154,646
Caitheamh Aimsire agus Conlaisti 2,610,857 540,313 2,070,544
Talamhaiocht, Oideachas, Slainte & Leas 3,673,282 2,976,204 697,078
Seirbhisi lighéitheacha 4,298,128 1,900,868 2,397,260
Admhalacha/Caiteachas lomlan 49,154,278 30,264,911

Glanchostas Clar le cistiti 6 Ratai Contae agus Rialtas Aitiil 18,889,367
Cistitl Rialtais Aitiil 14,627,815
Ratai Contae 5,871,264
Fuilleach/(Easnamh) don Bhliain roimh Aistrithe 1,609,712
Aistrithe 6/(go) Culchisti (972,739)
Fuilleach/(Easnamh) san iomlan don Bhliain 636,973
Clulchiste Ginearalta ag 1 Eanair 1,286,477
Clulchiste Ginearalta ag 31 Nollaig (650,504)

Cuntas Caipitil n
 —
Caitheachas ag Grupa Clair Adhmhalacha Caiteachais {%
Tithiocht agus Foirgniocht 33,122,048 31,116,990 ~J
lompar agus Sabhailteacht ar Bhoithre 14,363,449 15,323,110 I:]_]n
Solathar Uisce & Séarachas 5,262,796 8,257,959 m
Spreagthai agus Rialuchain Forbartha 507,137 3,174,168 -
Cosaint an Chomhshaoil 3,480,652 1,572,434 E
Caitheamh Aimsire agus Conlaisti 370,070 1,377,548 -t:
Talmhaiocht, Oideachas, Slainte & Leas u
Seirbhisi lighéitheacha 3,367,554 351,952
Admhalacha/Caiteachas lomlan 60,473,706 61,174,161 -g':}
Fuilleach / (Easnamh) don Bhliain 700,455 * —
larmhéid ag 1 Eanair (3,262,045) m
larmhéid ag 31 Nollaig (2,561,590) 'E
&
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Portlaoise Town Council

Manager: Gerry Murphy
Town Clerk: Fiona Purcell
Town Engineer: Tom O'Carroll

Elections June 2004

The Local Elections took place on Friday June 11th 2004.
Three members of the outgoing Council decided not to
seek re-election. Thirteen candidates in all contested the
Election with the following members being elected, Clirs:
Brian Stanley, William Aird, Tom Jacob, Jerry Lodge,
Kathleen O’Brien, Catherine Fitzgerald, Rotimi Adebari,
Mary Sweeney (Née Scully) and Jack Nolan. Six of the
outgoing Council were re-elected and three new
Councillors elected.

Annual General Meeting

At the A.G.M. of Portlaoise Town Council, held on
Tuesday 21st June, 2004, Councillor Kathleen O'Brien was
elected as Mayor. Councillor Tom Jacob was elected as

Vice Mayor.

Representation on Boards/Committees
County Development Board - Councillor Brian Stanley
Economic Development and County Promotion Strategic
Policy Committee - Councillor Rotimi Adebari

Housing, Social and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee -
Councillor Brian Stanley

Mermbers of Portlaoise Town Council with
President Mary McAleese at bicentenary
celebrations for St.Peters Church.

Monthly Meetings

The first Tuesday of each month.

Main Services Provided

Housing maintenance and repair, School Meals, School
Warden Service, Community and Environmental Initiatives,
Public Convenience, Civic Receptions and Town Twinning.

Budget 2004 - €96,017
In 2004 the Town Council provided support to the
following:
* Portlaoise Tidy Towns
+ The following groups under the Community/
Environmental Fund:
St. Joseph's Accordian Band
Portlaoise Tidy Towns Committee
National Association for Parent Support
St. Mary's C.B.S (Zambian Immersion Project
Team)
O'Moore Place Childcare
St. John's Square Residents Association
Computer Recycling Services
Cherrygrove Residents Committee
Rossvale Residents Assoc.
Portlaoise Soccer Club
Portlaoise Swimming Pool Committee
"Active Age" Club

Highlights During 2004

Health and Education Services in Portlacise

The Town Council continued to strongly support the
development and improvement of the health and education
services in the area.

Other Activities

- The IDA and Enterprise Ireland were lobbied for
increased employment opportunities in Portlaocise.
+ The Town Council supported the continuing
efforts to attract investment in new industry in
Portlaoise through regular correspondence to the
Department of Enterprise and Employment.
+ Co-operation with the Gardai was strengthened
through their attendance at Town Council
Meetings.
» The Town Council supported and welcomed vari-
ous developments in Portlaoise, particularly:
(1)Public, Voluntary and Affordable Housing
Developments
(2)Road and footpath improvements throughout the
town
(3)Development of the Arts and a pageant, art com
petition and exhibition for the bicentenary of St
Peter's Church of Ireland.
(4) Improvement of the service by larnrod Eireann
to Portlaoise.

Conferences
The Town Council supported and was represented at the
following conferences:
- The Annual Conference of the Association of
Municipal Authorities of Ireland
* The Annual Seminar of the Association of
Municipal Authorities of Ireland.



Gerry Murphy
Fiona Purcell
Tom O'Carroll

Bhi na toghchain aitiula ar an Aoine 11 Meitheamh 2004.
Chinn tri chomhalta den Chomhairle amach nach raibh
siad ag dul ag lorg atofa. Bhi 13 iarrthoir ar fad sa
Toghchain agus toghadh na comhairleoiri a leanas,
Combhl: Brian Stanley, William Aird, Tom Jacob, Jerry
Lodge, Kathleen O’Brien, Catherine Fitzgerald, Rotimi
Adebari, Mary Sweeney (Née Scully) agus Jack Nolan.
Athoghadh seisear den Chomhairle agus toghadh tri
Chomhairleoir ura.

Ag A.G.M. Chombhairle Baile Phort Laoise, a tiondéladh

ar an Mairt 21 Meitheamh 2004, toghadh an Comhairleoir
Kathleen O'Brien mar Mhéara. Toghadh an Combhairleoir
Tom Jacob mar Leas-Mhéara.

Bord Forbartha Contae - Comhairleoir Brian Stanley
Coiste Polasai Straitéisigh ar Fhorbairt

Eacnamaioch agus Cur chun Cinn an

ChontaeCoiste Polasai - Comhairleoir Rotimi Adebari
Coiste Polasai Straitéisigh ar Thithiocht Séisialta agus
Chultartha-Comhairleoir Brian Stanley

An chéad Mairt de gach mi.

Cothabhail agus athchairiu tithe, Béili Scoile, Seirbhis
Maoir Scoile, Tionscaimh Phobail agus Chomhshaoil,
Caoithiulacht Phoibli, Failtithe Cathracha agus Cuplail
Bailte.

| 2004 chur an Chomhairle Baile tacaiocht ar faildoibh seo
a leanas:
Bailte Slachtmhara Phort Laoise
Na grupai seo a leanas faoin gCiste
Pobail/Comhshaoil:
Banda Cairdin Naomh Seosamh
Comortas Bailte Slachtmhara Phort Laoise
Cumann Naisiunta um Thacaiocht Tuismitheora
C.B.S Mhuire (Foireann Tumthionscadail Shaimbia)
Curam Leanai Phlas Ui Mordha
Cumann Cénaitheoiri Chearng Naomh Eoin
Seirbhis Athchursala Riomhairi
Coiste Conaitheoiri Gharran na Silini
Cumann Conaitheoiri Rossvale
Club Sacair Phort Laoise
Coiste Linn Snamha Phort Laoise
Club "na hAoise Gniomhai"

Mermbers of Portlaocise Town Council

Seirbhisi Slainte agus Oideachais i bPort Laoise

Lean an Chomhairle Baile le tacaiocht laidir a thabhairt
d’obair agus d’'fheabhsu na seirbhisi Slainte agus
Oideachais sa cheantar.

Rinneadh brustocaireacht ar an IDA agus

Fiontraiocht Eireann maidir le méadu ar dheiseanna

fostaiochta i bPort Laoise.
Thug an Chomhairle Baile tacaiocht d’iarrachtai
leanunacha maidir le hinfheistiu a imtharraingt
i dtionscal ur i bPort Laoise tri chomhfreagairt
rialta leis an Roinn Fiontair agus Fostaiochta.
Neartaiodh comhoibrit leis na Gardai trina
bhfreastal ag Cruinnithe na Combhairle Baile.
Thug an Chomhairle Baile tacaiocht d’fhorbairti
éagsula i bPort Laoise agus d’fhailtigh si iad, go
hairithe:
Forbairti Poibli, Deonacha agus Tithiochta
Inacmhainne
Feabhsaithe bothair agus coésain ar fud an
bhaile
Forbairt na nEalaiona agus comoértas
agus taispeantas tostail ealaine do la
Eaglais Naomh Peadar.
FeabhsU ar sheirbhis larnréd Eireann i
bPort Laoise.

Thug an Chomhairle Baile tacaiocht agus rinne siad
ionadaiocht ar na comhdhalacha seo a leanas:
Chomhdhail Bhlianttil Chumann na mBardas
in Eirinn.
Seiminear Bliantuil Chumann na mBardas
in Eirinn.
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Manager
Town Clerk
Town Engineer

Declan Byrne
Dominic Reddin
Trevor Hennessy

At the A.G.M. of Mountmellick Town Council held on
Monday 21st June 2004 Councillor Helen Hanson was
elected Cathaoirleach and Councillor Michael Gormely was
elected Leas Cathaoirleach.

The Town Council was represented by Councillors Paddy
Bracken and Michael Gormely at the Annual Conference
and Annual Seminar of the association of Municipal
athorities.

Mountmellick Town Council was represented by Councillor
Marc Connolly on the I.P.BMI. Board.

The Town Council is represented by Councillor Helen
Hanson on the County Development Board.

The Town council is represented on the Environment and
Water Services S.P.C. by Councillor Michael Gormely,
Councillor Marc Connolly represents the Town Council on
the Housing Social and Cultural S.P.C.

The Local Elections took place on Friday June 11th 2004.
Two members of the outgoing Council decided not to seek
re-election. Fourteen candidates in all contested the
Election with the following members being elected, Clirs:
Paddy Bracken, Pat Bowe, Michael Gormely, Marc
Connolly, Rosemary Whelan, Helen Hanson, Dennis

O' Mara, Joe Melia, Bobby Delaney. Six of the outgoing
Council were re-elected and three new Councillors
elected.

On Friday 8th October 2004 the New Civic Offices at the
Courthouse Mountmellick were officially opened by the
Cathaoirleach of Laois County Council and the
Cathaoirleach of Mountmellick Town Council Ms. Helen
Hanson. These offices are the new home for the Town
Council where their business will be conducted in the
Council Chamber on the 1st floor, and where the Meetings
of Mountmellick Electoral Area are held. Situated on the
ground floor are the Town Clerk's Office and the Office of
the General Services Supervisor.

On Monday October 11th 2004 Minister for Transport
Martin Cullen T.D. met with Deputy John Moloney, the
County Manager, Road Engineers, Mountmellick Electoral
Area Members, and Members of the Town Council in
relation to the proposed Relief Road for Mountmellick, at
the New Civic Offices O' Moore Street, Mountmellick. A
submission was made to the Minister for the necessary
funding required to proceed with the Relief Road. On
Monday November 8th 2004 Minister for Finance Mr. Brian
Cowen T.D. met with the members of Mountmellick Town
Council at their new Civic offices, where he acknowledged
the work the Council was doing for the town of
Mountmellick.

As in previous years there was an exceptional attendance
by Members at Meetings during which they made
representations regarding key issues of concern. These
included Environmental Works, Traffic Management,
Roadwork's & Footpath repairs, Public Lighting, etc.

The members made further representations for the
refurbishment of the Civil Defence Office at Mountmellick.

tiitit

Mountmellick Area Councillors, Town Councillors, Council Staff, and invited guests at the
official opening of Mountmellick Civic Offices October 8th 2004



Declan Byrne
Dominic Reddin
Trevor Hennessy

Ag an gCruinniu Ginearalta Bliantuil Chomhairle Baile
Mhoointeach Milie a tionéladh ar an Luan 21 Meitheamh
2004, toghadh an Comhairleoir Helen Hanson mar
Chathaoirleach agus toghadh an Comhairleoir Michael
Gormely mar Leas-Chathaoirleach.

Bhi na comhairleoiri Paddy Bracken agus Michael
Gormely mar ionadaithe don Chomhairle Baile ag
Comhdhail Naisiunta agus Seiminear Bliantuil den
chumann Bardas. Bhi an Comhairleoir Marc Connolly ina
ionadai do Chomhairle Baile Mdinteach Milic ar Bhord
I.P.BMI. Is i an Comhairleoir Helen Hanson ionadai na
Comhairle Baile ar an mBord Forbartha Contae.

Is € an Comhairleoir Michael Gormely ata mar ionadai ar
Sheirbhisi Uisce agus an Chomhshaoil, an Comhairleoir
Marc Connolly mar ionadai ar an gComhairle Baile um
Thithiocht Sdisialta agus Chulturtha TSC.

Bhi na Toghchain Aititlla ann ar an Aoine 11 Meitheamh
2004. Chinn dha chomhalta den Chomhairle a bhi ag dul
amach nach raibh siad ag dul ag lorg atofa. Rinne 14
iarrthoir ar fad an Toghchan a chonspéid agus toghadh

na chomhaltai a leanas, Comhl: Paddy Bracken, Pat
Bowe, Michael Gormely, Marc Connolly, Rosemary
Whelan, Helen Hanson, Dennis O' Mara, Joe Melia, Bobby
Delaney.Rinneadh seisear den Chomhairle a athoghadh
agus toghadh tri Chombhleoir ura.
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Ar an Aoine 8 Deireadh Fomhair 2004 d’'oscail

Comhairle Contae Laoise agus Cathaoirleach Chomhairle
Baile Mointeach Milic Helen Hanson na hOifigi Cathracha
ura go hoifigitil ag Teach Cuirte Mdinteach Milic. Ta na
hoifigi seo anois mar lonad nua don Comhairle Baile agus
déanfar a ngné i Seomra na Comhairle ar an 104 urlar,
agus beidh Cruinnithe Toghcheantair Méinteach Milic ann.
Suite ar an urlar talun ta Oifig an Chléirigh Bhaile agus
Oifig Mhaoirseoir na Seirbhisi Ginearalta.

Ar an Luain 11 Deireadh Fomhair bhuail an tAire
lompair Martin Cullen leis an lonadai John Moloney,

an Bainisteoir Contae, Innealtéiri Béthair, Comhaltai
Toghcheantair Mhoointeach Milie, agus Comhaltai den
Chombhairle Baile maidir leis an bhFaoiseamh Béthair

a moladh do Méinteach Milic, ag na hOifigi Cathracha
ag Sraid Ui Mhuraigh, Méinteach Milic. Cuireadh
aighneacht isteach chuig an Aire ar chistiu riachtanach a
bhi de dhith chun dul ar aghaidh leis an bhFaociseamh
Bothair. Ar an Luan Samhain 2004 bhuail an tAire
Airgeadais An Uas. Brian Cowen, le comhaltai Chomhairle
Baile Mdinteach Milic ag a n-oifigi ura, inar thug sé
aitheantas don obair a bhi & déanamh ag an gCombhairle
do bhaile Méinteach Milic.

Mar a bhi sna blianta a chuaigh thart bhi freastal iontach
de Chomhaltai ag Cruinnithe ina ndearna siad ionadaiocht
maidir le priomhcheisteanna a bhi ina n-abhar buartha.
Airiodh leo seo Oibreacha Comhshaoil, Bainistiocht
Trachta, Oibreacha Béthair agus athchéirithe Cosan,
Soilsiu Poibli srl. Rinne na comhaltai tuilleadh Iéirithe ar
athshlachtu na hOifige Cosanta Sibhialta ag Mdinteach
Milic.

An tAire Tom Parlon, William Aird Cathaoirleach ar Chomhairle Contae Laoise,
Helen Hanson, Cathaoirleach ar Chomhairle Baile Mdéinteach Milic, Declan Byrne, Leas-Bhainisteoir,
Comhairle Baile Méinteach Milic, lonadai John Moloney, agus oifigigh ag oscailte Oifigi Cathracha
Mointeach Milic 8 Deireadh Fomhair 2004
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2004 was yet another successful year for Laois County
Council Social Club. The Social Club currently has a
membership of 204 people, who contribute €1.00 per
week. Numerous events were organised in 2004;

This was held on Monday 23rd February 2004 in Peigs,
Portlaocise and over 30 staff attended. An amount of
€140.00 was raised for St Vincent de Paul on the night.

The Social Club held a sponsored Head Shave, Leg wax
and beard and moustache shave in aid of Telethon,
People in need on 18th May 2004 in The Outback,
Delaney's, Portlaoise. Music on the night was provided by
Brochan O'Reilly.

Six courageous men were chosen:

Michael Malone, Dom Reddin, David O'Hara, Sean
Mullins, Christy Crawford and Paddy Macken. A total for
€2,200 was raised for telethon.

Was held Monday 14th June 2004 in Mountrath Golf Club.

There was a great turnout with plenty of prizes:

1st Teresa Kavanagh, John Kavanagh & Claire Sutton

2nd Johnny Culleton, Trevor Hennessy & Jen Barry

3rd John Bonham, Brian Sheppard & Anslem McGowan

4th Jim Lalor, Noel Kinsella & Ciaran Brennan

5th Des Byrne, Kieran Joyce, Aidan Doyle & Michael
O'Loughlin

6th Brendan Foyle, Rosa Bray & Terry Gillespie

7th Declan Power, Damien Kenrick & Bernie Kilbride

8th Pat Farrell, Ken Farrell & Cathal Farrell

The Social club organised a summer picnic for the families
of staff and members of Laois County Council in Togher
Rugby Club the 19th June 2004. There was Bouncy
Castles, Activity Centre & Ball Ponds for the kids and
some adults!!!!

The Annual mass for deceased members and staff of
Laois County Council organised by the Social Club was
held on Monday 29th November 2004 in the Council
Chambers. Invitations were issued to all retired and
present staff and to the members of Laois County Council.
The mass was very well attended. Refreshments were
provided in the canteen afterwards.

The cards night was held Tuesday 7th December 2004. It
was held in the Canteen.There were approx 35 players on
the night and it was a great success.

The old folk's party provided by the Social Club for the
members of PASS was held on Thursday 25th November
2004 in the PASS centre on the Timahoe road, this was
the first year it was held outside of County Hall. Malcolm
Smith and Liam Fennelly were called upon to provide the
entertainment with able help from the party revellers.
Plenty of Staff helped out on the night and as usual it was
a great success.

The Kiddies Christmas party was held Saturday 11th
December 2004 and was attended by over 130 children.
Well known entertainers were present - Bob the builder,
Bear in the big blue house, Fairy princess and of course
Santa. This year Santa arrived on a fire engine to the
back of the canteen.Disco music was provided by Sean
Timmons. Plenty of help from PANG members on the day.

Kiddies Christmas Party

Laois County Council's Annual Christmas party was held in
the Heritage Hotel on Friday 17th December 2004 and
was an enjoyable night. Over 100 staff and elected
members enjoyed food, drink and wine galore. Music was
provided by Angel, followed by a disco by Cecil Carter.

Martin Parkinson captained the Golf Society in 2004. His
Captains day was held in the Heritage Golf and Country
Club and was a huge success with John Fennell winning
the major prize on the day. Pat Keogh won the Kennedy
Cup at the staff outing which was held in Kilkenny Golf
Club. The Golfer of the Year for 2004 was Pat Keenan.

The Coiste Gaeilge held a number of meetings throughout
the year and included in their activities were:
Irish Table Quiz which was held during
Seachtain na Gaeilge in March 2004 between
The Midland Health Board and Comhairle
Chontae Laoise. The quizmaster was Sean Ban
Breathnach of TG4
Irish Storytelling for children from Naionra Tir na
nOg in Portlaoise Branch Library.
A Traditional Night out with ceol agus craic was
held in the Fishermans Inn in Vicarstown in
December.



Bhi 2004 mar bhliain rathuil eile do Chlub Sdéisialta
Chombhairle Contae Laoise. Faoi lathair ta ballraiocht
204 duine ag an gClub Sdisialta, a iocann €1.00

sa tseachtain. Rinneadh a lan 6caidi a eagru i 2004:

Bhi sé an ar an Luan 23 Feabhra 2004 i Peigs,
Port Laoise agus bhi nios mé na 30 foirne ann.
Rinneadh €140.00 a bhailiu do San Uinseann de
Paul ar an oiche.

Thiondil an Club Soisialta Bearradh Cloigne, Ciaradh cosa
agus bearradh croiméil urraithe chun cuidiu le Teileaton,
Daoine faoi bhochtaineacht ar 18 Bealtaine 2004 san
Outback, Delaney's, Port Laoise. Chuir Brochan O'Reilly
an ceol ar fail don oiche.

Roghnaiodh seisear thear croga:

Michael Malone, Dom Reddin, David O'Hara, Sean
Mullins, Christy Crawford and Paddy Macken.

Rinneadh iomlan de € 2,200 do teileaton.

Bhi sé ar an Luan 14 Meitheamh 2004 i gClub Gailf

Mhaigean Ratha. D’fhreastail slua iontach air agus

bhi neart duaiseanna ann:

10 Teresa Kavanagh, John Kavanagh & Claire Sutton

20 Johnny Culleton, Trevor Hennessy & Jen Barry

30 John Bonham, Brian Sheppard & Anslem McGowan

40 Jim Lalor, Noel Kinsella & Ciaran Brennan

5u Des Byrne, Kieran Joyce, Aidan Doyle & Michael
O'Loughlin

6u Brendan Foyle, Rosa Bray & Terry Gillespie

70 Declan Power, Damien Kenrick & Bernie Kilbride

8u Pat Farrell, Ken Farrell & Cathal Farrell

D’eagraigh an Club Soisialta roinnt phinici do theaghlaigh
foirne agus comhaltai Chombhairle Contae Laoise i gClub
Rugbai Togher ar 19 Meitheamh 2004. Bhi Caisleain
Léime ann, lonad Gniomhaiochta agus Linnte Liathréide
do na pdisti agus roinnt aosach chomh maith!!!

Bhi Aifreann Bliantuil eagraithe ag an gClub Soisialta ann
do chomhaltai agus d’thoireann Chomhairle Contae Laoise
nach maireann ar an Luan 29 Samhain 2004 i Seomra na
Combhairle.

Seoladh cuiri amach do gach duine scortha né reatha den
fhoireann agus comhaltai Chomhairle Contae Laoise.
D’fhreastail a lan daoine ar an aifreann. Bhi solaisti

ar fail sa cheaintin ina dhiaidh.

Bhi an oiche chartai ann ar an Mairt 7 Nollaig 2004.
Bhi sé ar bun sa Cheaintin. Bhi thart ar 33 imreoir i lathair
ar an oiche agus d’éirigh go han-mhaith leis.

Coisir Nollag na Seandaoine

Bhi coisir seandaoine solathartha ag an gClub Sdisialta do
chombhaltai PASS ar an Déardaoin 25 Samhain 2004 san
ionad PASS ar bhoéthar Thig Mochua. Seo i an chéad
bhliain ina raibh sé lasmuigh de Halla an Chontae. larradh
ar Malcolm Smith agus Liam Fennelly an siamsaiocht a
chur ar fail le cuidit 6 phléaracai eile na céisire. Chuidigh
neart ball den fhoireann ar an oiche agus mar is gnath
d’éirigh go han-mhaith leis.

Bhi caisir Nollag na bPaisti ann ar an Satharn 11Nollag
2004 agus bhi os cionn 130 paisti ann. Bhi siamséiri mor
le ra i lathair — ‘Bob the builder’, ‘Bear in the big blue
house’, ‘Fairy princess’ agus ar ndéigh Daidi na Nollag.
Thainig Daidi na Nollag arinneall Déiteain go dti cul an
cheaintin i mbliana. Chuir Sean Timmons an ceol diosco
ar fail. Bhi neart cuidithe 6 chomhaltai PANG ar an I&.

Bhi caisir bhliantuil na Nollag Chomhairle Contae Laoise in
Ostan na hOidhreachta ar an Aocine 17 Nollaig 2004 agus
bhi an oiche an-taitneamhach. Bhain os cionn 100 foirne
agus comhaltai tofa taitneamh as bia, deoch agus fion go
leor. Chuir Angel an ceol ar fail, agus ina dhiaidh sin bhi
diosco le Cecil Carter.

Bhi Martin Parkinson mar chaptaen ar an gCumann Gailf i
2004. Bhi a la Captaein i gClub na hOidhreachta Gailf
agus Tuaithe agus d’éirigh go han-mhaith leis agus John
Fennell ag buachan an mhorphraghais ar an la. Bhuaigh
Pat Keogh Corn Kennedy ag la sdisialta na foirne a
thiondéladh i gClub Gailf Chill Chainnigh.Ba é Pat Keenan
Galfaire na Bliana do 2004.

Thiondl an Coiste Gaeilge roinnt cruinnithe i rith na bliana
agus i measc a ngniomhaiochtai bhi:
Trath na gCeist Eireann a bhi ann le linn
Seachtain na Gaeilge i Marta 2004 idir
Bhord Slainte Lar Tire agus Chomhairle
Contae Laoise. Ba é Sean Ban Breathnach 6 TG4
a bhi mar fhear an ti.
Insint Scéil as Eirinn do phaisti 6 Naionra Tir na
nOg i mBrainse Leabharlainne Phort Laoise.
Oiche Thraidisiunta Amuigh le ceol agus craic
sa Fishermans Inn i mBaile an Bhiocaire i mi na
Nollag.
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Annual Report 2004 l

Useful Directory

Aras an Chontae

Portlaoise

Opening Hrs: 9.00 am to 5.00 pm (incl. Lunch Hour)
Tel: (0502) 64000

Fax: (0502) 22313

E-Mail: corpaffairs@laoiscoco.ie

Web: www.laois.ie

Cash Office
Block 2
Aras an Chontae

Opening Hrs: 9.00 am to 3.30 pm (incl. Lunch Hour)
Tel: (0502) 74308

Planning Office
Aras an Chontae
Opening Hrs: 9.30 am to 4.00 pm (incl. Lunch Hour)
Tel: (0502) 64039
Fax: (0502)22491

Motor Tax Office

Block 2

Aras an Chontae

Opening Hrs: 9.00 am to 3.30 pm (inch. Lunch Hour)
Tel: (0502) 64009

Fax: (0502) 21184

Sports & Leisure Office
Aras an Chontae
Tel: (0502) 64007
Fax: (0502) 22313

Arts Office
Block 2

Aras an Chontae
Tel: (0502) 74342
Fax: (0502) 74382

Library Headquarters
Block 2

Aras an Chontae

Tel: (0502) 74315

Fax: (0502) 74381

Western Area

Courthouse, Borris-in-Ossory
Tel: (0505) 41123

Fax: (0505) 41188

Eastern Area
Courthouse, Stradbally
Tel: (0502) 25227

Fax: (0502) 25227

Central Area

Mountrath Road, Portlaoise
Tel: (0502) 64168

Fax: (0502) 60135

Housing Repairs
Mountrath Road, Portlaoise
Tel: (0502) 22177

Fax: (0502) 60135

Road Design Office
Aras an Chontae
Tel: (0502) 64000
Fax: (0502) 22633

Laboratory

Mountrath Road, Portlaoise
Tel: (0502) 64164

Fax: (0502) 63502

Machinery Yard
Clonboyne, Portlaoise
Tel: (0502) 21148
Fax: (0502) 21148

National Roads Project Office
Clonboyne, Portlaoise

Tel: (0502) 64850

Fax: (0502) 64858

Landfill Site, Kyletalesha
Portlaoise

Tel: (0502) 20653

Fax: (0502) 60858

Civil Defence HQ
Aras an Chontae
Tel: (0502) 64000
Fax: (0502) 25058



Tuarascail Bhliantuil 2004

Eolaire Usaideach Athcéirithe Tithe
Boéthar Mhaighean Ratha, Port Laoise
Teil: (0502) 22177

A h
ras an Chontae Facs: (0502) 60135

Port Laoise
Uaireanta ar Oscailt: 9.00 am go 5.00 pm

(Am Loin san air) An Oifig Deartha Béithre

Teil: (0502) 64000 Aras an Chontae
Facs: (0502) 22313 Teil: (0502) 64000
Rphoist: corpaffairs@laoiscoco.ie Facs: (0502) 22633
Laithrean Gréasain: www.laois.ie
Réadlann
Oifig an Airgid Béthar Mhaighean Réatha, Port Laoise
Bloc 2 Teil: (0502) 64164
Aras an Chontae Facs: (0502) 63502
Uaireanta ar Oscailt: 9.00 am go 3.30 pm .
(Am Léin san air.) An Clés Innealra
Teil: (0502) 74308 Clonboyne, Port Laoise
Teil: (0502) 21148
An Oifig Pleanala Facs: (0502) 21148
Aras an Chontae N _ _ B o
Uaireanta ar Oscailt: 9.30 am go 4.00 pm Oifig an Tionscaimh um Boéithre Naisitinta
(Am Léin san air.) Clonboyne, Port Laoise
Teil: (0502) 64039 Teil: (0502) 64850
Facs: (0502)22491 Facs: (0502) 64858
Oifig Mhétarchanach Laithrean Lionta Talun, Kyletalesha
Bloc 2 Port Laoise
Aras an Chontae Teil: (0502) 20653
Uaireanta ar Oscailt: 9.00 am go 3.30 pm Facs: (0502) 60858
(Am Loin san air.)
Teil: (0502) 64009 CC Cosanta Sibhialta
Facs: (0502) 21184 Aras an Chontae
Teil: (0502) 64000
An Oifig Spéirt agus Féilliochta Facs: (0502) 25058

Aras an Chontae
Teil: (0502) 64007
Facs: (0502) 22313

Oifig na nEalaiona
Bloc 2

Aras an Chontae
Teil: (0502) 74342
Facs: (0502) 74382

Ceannaras an Leabharlainne
Bloc 2

Aras an Chontae

Teil: (0502) 74315

Facs: (0502) 74381

An Limistéar Thiar

Teach an Cluirte, Buirios Moér Osrai
Teil: (0505) 41123

Facs: (0505) 41188

An Limistéar Thoir

Teach na Clirte, an tSraidbhaile
Teil: (0502) 25227

Facs: (0502) 25227
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Limistéar Larnach

Boéthar Mhaighean Ratha, Port Laoise
Teil: (0502) 64168

Facs: (0502) 60135




Combhairle Chontae Laoise
Laois County Council

"I bpdirt leis an bpobal”
"In Partnership with the Community"

Combhaitle Chontae Laoise

Aras an Chontae, Port Laoise, Co. Laois
Guthan: (0502) 64000

Faics: (0502) 22313

www.laois.ie

Riomhphoist: corpaffairs@laoiscoco.ie

Laois County Council

Aras an Chontae, Portlaoise, Co. Laois
Telephone: (0502) 64000

Fax: (0502) 22313

www.laois.ie

E-mail: corpaffairs@laoiscoco.ie



