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CATHAOIRLEACH ’S ADDRESS

MR. MARTIN ROHAN, M.C.C.

Réamhrá an Charhaoirligh
Is mór an phribhléid é domsa mar Chathaoirleach Chomhairle Chontae Laoise tuairisc na bliana
2000 a chur os bhur gcomhair.  Is léir ón tuairisc seo gur Comhairle nua-aoiseach, éifeachtach í, a
bhíonn de shíor ag athrú.

Le blianta anuas tá athrú mór tagtha ar ról, ar fheidhm agus ar mhodh oibre na Comhairle áitiúla.
Faoi mar a insíonn éirim na tuairisce seo, léiríonn caighdeán gníomhaíochtaí Chomhairle Chontae
Laoise tionchar an athraithe seo.

Rinne an chomhairle an-dul chun cinn i gcúrsaí tithíochta agus socraíodh nócha clann i dtithe.
Rinneadh an – chuid oibre fosta chun infrastruchtúr a chur ar fáil agus a chur in oriúint do sholáthrú
ár seirbhísí ar fud an chontae.

Ó thaobh chúrsaí pleanála de, d’éirigh thar barr linn agus sáraíodh go héifeachtach deacrachtaí a
thánaig chun cinn le hearcaíocht, le coinneáil agus le forbairt fhostaithe.

Cuireach i gcrích agus leanfar de chur i bhfeidhm chuspóirí an Phlean Fhorbartha Náisiúnta.
Chomh maith leis sin, leanfar de chur i bhfeidhm na moltaí do Chomhairle Aitiúil Fheabhsaithe, le
cinntiú go bhforbróidh  ár gcontae i slí chothrom, bhuan.  Coinneofar ar fhorbairt Chontae Laoise
mar gheata lár na tíre le súil go mbeidh timpeallacht sláintiúil, sábháilte ag muintir an chontae.

Geallann Comhairle Chontae Laoise go bhforbróidh sí, go gcaomhnóidh sí agus go gcothóidh sí
timpeallacht fhisiciúil, sóisialta agus chultúrtha an chontae.

Molaim go mór cách a raibh baint acu le hullmhú na tuairisce seo agus tugaim buíochas le me
chomhionadaithe poiblí, Bainisteoir an Chontae agus fostaithe uilig Chomhairle Chontae Laoise as
a ndúthracht agus as a ndílseacht leanúnach dár gcustaméirí i gCo. Laois.

MARTIN ROHAN,MCC
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CATHAOIRLEACH ’S ADDRESS

MR. MARTIN ROHAN, M.C.C.

It is indeed a privilege for me, as Cathaoirleach of Laois County Council to present to you, the

reader, our annual report for the year 2000.  This report reflects the activities of a modern, efficient

and ever changing local authority in County Laois.  Over the past number of years, the role,

function and operation of local government has changed dramatically and this change has been

evidenced in the level of activities of Laois County Council as outlined in this report.

The year 2000 saw tremendous progress in the housing area with a total of approximately 90

families being accommodated by the Council.  We also made tremendous progress in relation to the

provision of infrastructure throughout the County in the delivery of our services.  Activities in our

planning department reached an all time high while the difficulties associated with recruitment,

retention and development of our employees were effectively managed.

We, in Laois County Council have, and will continue to endorse the objectives of the National

Development Plan and implement the proposals for Better Local Government so as to ensure that

our County will develop in a balanced and sustainable way.  We will continue to ensure that as our

County develops as a pivotal gateway at the heart of our Country so that our people will always

enjoy a secure and healthy living environment.

Laois County Council pledges itself to continue to develop, promote, protect and enhance the

physical, social, economic and cultural environment of this County.

MARTIN ROHAN,MCC
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COUNTY MANAGERS INTRODUCTION

MR. MICHAEL MALONE

It gives me great pleasure to join with the Cathaoirleach Councillor Martin Rohan in presenting the
publication of the 2000 Annual Report for Laois County Council.  I know that the information
presented in this report will be of benefit to you, the people of Laois and that it will give you some
understanding of the level of services provided by the Council both directly and indirectly.  In
pursuing these activities Laois County Council are developing the economic, social & cultural life
of our county.

Laois County Council’s aim is to develop, protect and promote the County in an inclusive and
sustainable manner, in partnership with the community.

Over the past number of years Laois County Council has continued the momentum of change as
part of the Better Local Government policy where significant resources and time have been
invested for the purpose of improving the delivery of our service, in areas such as : -

•  Customer service
•  Human resources
•  Financial reform
•  Legislative reform

The Year 2000 was a busy year as reflected by the work programme outlined in this report in
relation to infrastructural improvements, maintenance works, planning and environmental
regulation etc.
Substantial resources have also been devoted to policy development in many of the Council’s
spheres of activity.  This process will be further expanded in the years ahead in co-operation with
the Corporate Policy Group, Strategic Policy Committees, County Development Board and the
Community Forum.

It is imperative that this strategic approach is maintained to ensure that the demands and needs of a
growing County are catered for in an integrated fashion.  Clearly major challenges continue to face
the County and in particular the need to secure investment in significant employment related
enterprises.  The Council in co-operation with Laois Task Force and community interests will work
closely with the Government and the state agencies to achieve positive results as a matter of
urgency.

It is of vital importance that resources available under the National Development Plan and other
programmes are availed of to the maximum extent taking cognisance of our
Objective 1 status and spatial planning criteria.  This issue is a primary
objective for Laois County Council.

Ba mhaith liom mo bhuíochas a ghabháil le baill Chomhairle Chontae Laoise
Agus le foireann oibre as a dtacaiocht i rith na bliana.

MICHAEL MALONE

COUNTY MANAGER
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

“Our Mission is to develop, promote and protect the physical,
social, economic and cultural environment of the County in
participation with and in the best interests of the community

we serve.” 

THE UNTIMELY DEATH OF LONG SERVING

PORTLAOISE PUBLIC REPRESENTATIVE .

Tom Keenan, who died unexpectedly in his home at Marian Avenue, Portlaoise on Wednesday,
December 27, was a prominent, influential and sometimes controversial figure in Laois and
beyond. He was 75 years old.

An elected representative for almost half a century, he had an encyclopaedic knowledge of the
intricacies of local government, and when dealing with him wise officials made sure to cross their
t’s and dot their i’s.
Tom had a great presence and was a gifted public speaker - articulate, witty, succinct, and when he
deemed necessary, caustic. Quick to absorb the essentials of a subject, he never flinched from
engaging in debate with those who, in the formal sense, were more highly educated than he.
He was elected to Portlaoise Town Commission in 1950 and served on it for 25 years. He was on
the County Council from 1955 until June, 1999.
His terms in the Council Chair were 1967/69, 1971/76, and 1978/85. He presided at the official
opening of County Hall in 1981.
He was a former president of I.V.E.A., Chairman of the Midland Health
Board and Director and Chairman of the I.P.B.M.I.

May he Rest in Peace
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HOUSING AND BUILDING

TITHIOCHT AND FOIRGNEAMH

Is iad feidhmeanna na Comhairle sa chlarghrúpa seo na bainistiocht agus solathar thithioch rialtas
áitiuil; cunamh a thabhairt do dhaoine ata ag saothrú tithiochta dóibh fein, nó ag cur lei na dtithe atá
acu; agus bheith istigh no lóistín a chur ar fail do lucht siúil.

MANAGEMENT AND PROVISION OF ACCOMMODATION

Laois County Council, through this Programme, aim to improve the overall standard of
accommodation available to those in need.  This objective is achieved in a number of ways.

HOUSING CONSTRUCTION/ACQUISITION

Laois County Council were initially allocated 90 housing starts for 2000. However, we were
successful in securing 7 extra housing starts during 2000 due to the advanced stage of our
Construction Programme.

Forty-eight (48) new houses were completed in 2000 (see below). In addition eighteen (18) houses
were purchased on the open market for allocation to persons on the Waiting List :

Killnacash, Mountmellick 1 Coolrain 2     
Cois na hAbhann, Portlaoise 20 Derrymore, Portarlington 8
Baunmór, Ballinakill 4 Baunmór,Ballinakill 2
Roskeen, Geashill                          1  Borris-in-Ossory 2
Derrymore, Portarlington 6 Barrowhouse, Athy 1
Tunduff, Abbeyleix 1                 
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Thirteen new demountable dwellings were purchased during 2000 while 124 houses were under
construction at the end of 2000.

VOLUNTARY HOUSING SECTOR

It is recognised by Laois County Council that the Voluntary Housing Sector has a vital role to play
in meeting the challenge of providing accommodation for those in need.

A planning application was prepared for 88 units by Respond! Voluntary Housing for a site owned
by Laois County Council at Balladine, Abbeyleix. The overall development will consist of an
Affordable Housing Scheme, Rental Subsidy Scheme, Capital Assistance Scheme, Fire Station and
Enterprise Units.
Layout/Design work is almost complete for Voluntary Housing Projects at Athy Road, Stradbally
(Respond!) and Cork Road, Durrow (St. Pancras Housing Association).

St. Pancras Housing Association is also preparing suitable layouts for Voluntary Housing Projects
at Colliers Lane, Portlaoise,  Clanmalire, Portarlington and Ballycullenbeg, Mountmellick.

Layouts are also being prepared for Voluntary Housing Projects at Irishtown, Mountmellick,
Mountrath, Rathdowney and Castletown.

Construction is nearing completion on Phase 2 of a Voluntary Housing Scheme at Cuan Bhríde,
Rathdowney which is being developed by the Rathdowney Social Services Housing Association.
This consists of 15 units and a Community Centre which is being funded under the Capital
Assistance Scheme.

Agreements have been reached with local residents and Voluntary Housing Bodies to provide
Community Centres at Cork Road, Durrow,  Balladine, Abbeyleix, Kirwan Park, Mountmellick,
Clanmalire, Portarlington and Knockmay, Portlaoise.                                                                  

EXTENSIONS TO LOCAL AUTHORITY HOUSES

In the case of tenants where household size increases, leading to overcrowding, Laois County
Council adopt a flexible approach and construct extensions where possible.   Extensions to five
houses were carried out in the county during 2000.

LAND IN COUNCIL OWNERSHIP

The Council have a policy of ensuring that an adequate land bank is in place to cater for a Five-
Year Building Programme.   Land has been acquired for housing developments at the following
locations:
Abbeyleix, Arles, Ballinakill, Borris-in-Ossory, Clonaslee, Durrow, Emo, Errill, Mountmellick,
Mountrath, Newtown/Doonane, Portarlington, Portlaoise, Stradbally, Timahoe, Vicarstown,
Rathdowney, The Swan and Ballyroan.

The following is a breakdown of the total number of houses under the Council’s control at the 31st
December, 2000: -
1,043 – Rented Houses/Maisonettes/Demountable Dwellings

843 – Vested Houses/Tenant Purchase Scheme
1,886 – Total
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REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE OF RENTED HOUSES

Phase Two of the special programme for Planned Maintenance, which dealt with the 1975 to 1980
housing stock, was commenced in 2000. 

The following work is being carried out on 286 rented houses: -
Fitting of new PVC windows and doors.
Provision of new gutters, fascia and soffits.
Check of all electrical wiring in houses.

31 vacant houses were refurbished and re-let during 2000.

ASSISTANCE TO PERSONSHOUSING THEMSELVES OR IMPROVING THEIR HOUSES.
Our objective is to ensure that those wishing to own or improve their own homes can do so.

LOANS AND GRANTS

This Council provides a mortgage lending service for elegible persons, who have been unable to
avail of mortgage facilities through the normal market channels i.e. from banks, building societies,
etc, in accordance with the level of income and their ability to make repayments on the loan
provided.

The Council can provide loans for the purchase/construction of houses up to a maximum of
£100,000 from the 15th June, 2000.   Reconstruction loans are also available up to a maximum of
£15,000 towards the cost of necessary improvements/extensions.

In 2000, 5 house purchase loans totalling £156,000 and 8 reconstruction loans totalling £29,685
were paid.

A special grant (Disabled Persons Grant) is available towards the cost of improving houses to meet
the accommodation needs of people with disabilities.  The grant payable in each case covers 90%
of the approved cost of works to a maximum of £16,000.  In 2000, 76 applications were received
and Disabled Persons Grants totalling £244,863 were paid.

Essential Repairs Grants to a maximum of £7,500 are provided in cases where essential repairs are
necessary to the structure of private houses, for eligible households.  In 2000, 43 applications were
received and Essential Repairs Grants totalling £107,283 were paid.

In summary, the total amount of grants paid under these schemes in 2000 was £352,146.

SHARED OWNERSHIP SCHEME
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This system facilitates access to full ownership in two or more stages for those who cannot avail of
full ownership of the property in the conventional manner. Ownership is initially shared between
the occupier and Laois County Council.   Loans covering from between 40% and up to 75% of the
cost of the house can be provided, subject to applicants ability to make repayments.  The remaining
portion is rented by the occupier, with the requirement that the rented portion be bought out from
the Council within a 25 year period, or within the lifetime of the loan whichever is the lesser.

In June 2000, the Department of the Environment and Local Government introduced new subsidy
rates which reduces the rent 

payable on the portion of the property owned by the Council, as follows;-

Household Income per Annum Subsidy payable

£10,000 and under £2,000
£10,001 to £12,000 £1,800
£12,001 to £14,000 £1,600
£14,001 to £16,000 £1,400
£16,001 to £18,000 £1,200
£18,001 to £20,000 £1,000
Over £20,000 NIL
In 2000, 17 houses were purchased under this scheme. The total expenditure in 2000 on this
scheme is £1,153,650.

MORTGAGE ALLOWANCE SCHEME

From the 1st June, 2000, an increased allowance of up to £9,000 is payable to tenants/tenant
purchasers of Local Authority houses who surrender their house back to the Council and
purchase/build their own houses by way of mortgage in excess of £30,000. The allowance is
payable provided the applicants remain in occupation of the house.  The allowance is paid  by the
Department of the Environment and Local Government to the lending agency in question, in the
following manner:

Year 1 £2,800
Year 2 £2,200
Year 3 £1,600
Year 4 £1,400
Year 5 £1,000

In 2000,  2 tenants availed of this scheme. 

1995 TENANT PURCHASE SCHEME

This scheme allows tenants, of at least one year duration, to apply to purchase their houses outright,
by way of cash settlement, loan from banks, building societies, etc, Annuity loan or Shared
Ownership scheme from the Council.

The purchase price of the house will be its market value in its existing state of repair, as determined
by Laois County Council, reduced by the appropriate discount and allowances.
The discount will be 3% of the market value for each year of tenancy (subject to a maximum of
30%) plus £3000.
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In 2000, 30 households availed of this scheme. The total amount received in respect of these sales
was £696,220.

IMPROVEMENT WORKS IN LIEU OF LOCAL AUTHORITY HOUSES

This scheme allows the Council to improve or extend privately owned accommodation occupied or
intended to be occupied by an approved applicant for housing as an alternative to the provision of
local authority accommodation.  Improvement works on two dwellings were completed during
2000 at Vicarstown and Rathdowney and work is ongoing at another dwelling in Rathdowney.

PROVISION OF ACCOMMODATION FOR THE TRAVELLING COMMUNITY

Laois County Council’s Five Year Programme for the Accommodation of Travelling Families 2000
– 2004 was adopted by Council on January 31st 2000.

This Programme plans to provide 74 new units of accommodation in the County over the next 5
years to meet the existing and projected accommodation needs of the travelling community. The
existing need was assessed as 38 units and the projected need as 36 units of accommodation. It is
proposed to meet this need with the provision of standard Local Authority housing and rural/single
instance housing.

In implementing this programme 11 families were offered housing through the year – three families
refused these offers. Five of these families were accommodated in standard Local Authority
housing in Portarlington (1), Portlaoise (3), and Mountmellick (1). In July 2000, three families were
accommodated at the new group housing scheme at the Harbour, Mountmellick. This Scheme at a
cost of approximately £360,000, was designed specifically to take account of the traveller culture –
each family has a concrete yard to the rear of their house to allow parking space for one caravan
and a paddock facility exists for horses adjacent to the development. Two families surrendered the
tenancy of their houses during 2000, one in Stradbally and the second in Portlaoise.

In February 2000, the Department of the Environment and Local Government introduced a Scheme
of Loans and Grants for the Purchase of Caravans by Travellers. Four applications have been
received under this Scheme and two loans have been approved.

Laois County Council, in partnership with the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative
Committee , the Elected Members, the settled and travelling communities, will strive to implement
the accommodation targets as outlined in the Five Year Programme. This partnership is based on a
mutual respect and understanding of all the participants and the recognition of the rights and
responsibilities of each of the partners.  

ESTATE MANAGEMENT
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The Housing Department of Laois County Council recognises the need to develop an estate focused
management system within our local authority estates.   We recognise that tenant participation is a
key element in a customer orientated housing service, which is what we aim to provide.   It is the
best way of getting in touch with tenant’s views and of making sure that services meet their needs.
The importance of training for all tenants in Estate Management is recognised, as is the vast
untapped training resources in the community, which should be released to provide good quality,
accessible training for all tenants. In 2000 an Officer was appointed to work with the Community
Project Worker
• We have identified residents’ representatives and social partners  who each have a role to play in
Estate Management and we are now working with over 20 estates throughout the county.

• Through a series of meetings with the residents of the Local Authority Estates in Laois, we
identified the various issues, which the residents themselves feel need to be tackled most urgently.

• A series of follow up meetings were organised to meet with all the elected representatives of
each Resident’s Association and following these meetings we established a committee in each
estate for the further development of the Estate Management Programme.

• We, in the Housing Department, believe that the involvement of tenants in programmes of this
nature will ultimately lead to improvements in the standards of estates by helping to prevent the 
deterioration of these estates into problem areas.   We feel that tenants know best the strengths,
weaknesses and problems of their estates.

During 2000, through the Estate Management and tenant participation process the County Council: 

• Addressed issues of social exclusion in relation to housing and related issues.
• Promoted the common good and reached consensus in decision making whilst fostering a sense 

of community spirit within the estates.
• Promoted equality by ensuring that tenants were not discriminated against.
• Improved the co-ordination and delivery of all Council services to our tenants, improved 

communication between Laois County Council and its tenants and promoted the development of
estates through involving tenants in the drawing up of development plans for their estates.

• Established Estate Management as an important part of the overall services provided by Laois 
County Council.

OTHER ACTIVITIES IN 2000:

Kiln Lane, Mountrath: The Estate Management Section organised for the painting of a mural in
this estate.

Summer Camps:A Series of Summer Camps was organised for the younger residents of our Local
Authority estates at various locations throughout the County. (Portlaoise, Portarlington, Abbeyleix
and Rathdowney)

Estate Management Competition:An Estate Management Competition was organised again in
2000. The Competition was split into two categories and the winners were: Woodview, Stradbally
and Clonrooske View, Portlaoise. Runners up were Balladine, Abbeyleix and O’Daly
Terrace,Rathdowney.
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Inter-Agency Approach: As part of the Estate Management Programme, community-based
projects have taken place in conjunction with the Midland Health Board, Gardai, Foroige, PCAP
and M.D.A. because we acknowledge the value of the Inter-Agency approach.

BUILDING CONTROL

The Council Building Control Officer has responsibility for the following:

• Inspection of private estates prior to taking in charge
• Inspection of new developments to ensure compliance with planning permission and site 

development standards
• Inspection of private rented accommodation to ensure compliance with Housing (Standards for 

Rented Houses) Regulations, 1993
• Inspection of buildings to ensure compliance with Building Regulations.Our level of monitoring 

is consistently meeting Department of the Environment Standards.

HIGHLIGHTS 2000
Official opening in June of the Public Housing element of the first integrated development in
County Laois, which will eventually incorporate public, private and voluntary housing at Cois na
hAbhann, Green Mill Lane, Portlaoise.

• Establishment of the Laois Homeless Forum whose membership is drawn from all relevant 
agencies and groups who come in contact with homeless people.

• Laois County Council joined the Local Government Anti-Poverty Learning Network.

• Appointment of Officer with responsibility for ensuring compliance with Conditions of Tenancy,
Control of Horses and Illegal Parking of Caravans.

• During 2000 we were successful in meeting the accommodation needs of 94 applicants 
for re-housing. 

RATES SECTION

Rates are payable on commercial/industrial properties only.  Following the consideration of the
Estimate of Expenses each year, the elected members determine the Rate in the Pound to be levied
for the following year.  Rates on properties are then assessed by reference to the rate in the pound
and the updated valuation supplied by the Commissioner of Valuation.  They are payable in two
equal instalments – the first on demand and the second on July 1st.  Requests to value new
properties or revise existing ones are forwarded to the Commissioner of Valuation twice yearly.
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The Commissioner’s decisions are made available to the Council quarterly in February, May,
August and November.  An appeals procedure exists for persons aggrieved by the Commissioner’s
decision.

The Poor Relief Act 1601, The Grand Jury Cess and the Poor Relief (Ireland) Act 1838 are the
origin of our rates today.  Under the 1601 Act parish overseers were able to collect money for poor
relief according to the ability of the inhabitants of the parish to pay it.  The Cess was collected by
Grand Juries in counties and used to pay for the services they provided.  The 1838 Act established
statutory poor relief in Ireland. 

An Act of 1826 was the first general valuation for rating made in this country.  The aim of one
general valuation was finally achieved with the Valuation Act 1852 which was amended by
subsequent acts and is still in force.  Next came the Local Government Act 1898 which abolished
the grand Jury Cess and transferred the charges to the poor rate.  So from 1898 there was one rate.
In 1946 this was renamed the County Rate.

Between 1973 and 1978 various governments changed the system so that domestic rates were
finally abolished.  The local authority no longer collects rates from domestic property since 1978 as
a result of the Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1978 and from agricultural land as a
result of a High Court decision of July 1982.

The expenditure of local authorities is financed from two main sources: loans or grants from central
fund and rating.  The rate is a form of taxation, the proceeds of which are applicable to local
purposes.  It is levied on the occupiers and in some cases the owners of property in the area of the
local authority on the basis of an assessment of the yearly value of the property in question.

The Rate Book is based on the valuation list which comes from the Commissioner of Valuation
prior to the making of the rate.  When the rate book has been prepared, public notice is given and a
period of at least 14 days is allowed for inspection.  This notice of deposit of the rate book for
inspection also gives notice of the intention to make the rate.  The making of the rate is an
executive function performed by Managerial order.  The County Secretary certifies that the rate
books agree with the valuations in force.  The warrants authorising the collectors to collect the rates
are sealed and signed.  Public notice is then given of the rate having been made and the rate
demand notes are issued. 

Any persons not happy with the rate assessed may, within 2 months of the date of making the rate,
appeal to the local authority.  If the request is not complied with within 28 days, an appeal may be
made to the District Court within 4 months of the making of the rate.  

The Collection of rates is one of the responsibilities of the Revenue Collector who is also
responsible for other collections.  These include rents and service charges.  There are 7 Revenue
Collectors in County Laois.

The general procedure where a collector is unable to obtain payment in the normal way is to
summons the defaulter before the Courts to obtain a decree for the rates due and costs.  Judgement
mortgages may also be obtained and registered against the property.  The Collector also has the
power to seize the goods of a defaulter to the value of the rates owed.  Rates owed by a ratepayer
may be set off against any monies owed by the Council to that ratepayer (Local Government Act
1941).
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At the close of the financial year the revenue collector completes a Schedule of Uncollected Rates
showing details of all amounts outstanding.  Reasons for non-collection are outlined.  The arrears
are considered by the County Manager who may decide to strike them off as irrecoverable.

In 2000 the general rate is 3966.90 pence in the pound.  The Town Charges are as follows:

Name of Town Rate in the Pound
Portlaoise 134.00p
Mountmellick 127.00p
HOUSING LOANS

Currently Laois County Council has about 1120 active loans. In 2000, 39 loans were paid out
totalling £889,285.00. The loans given out in 2000 fall under the following catergories:

12 Shared-Ownership Loans - This loan type was the most popular granted in 2000. Under the
shared-ownership scheme it is possible to purchase or build a house with ownership shared between
the occupier and the council. The occupier must pay a mortgage on his share of the property plus
rent on the Councils equity. The rent payable is reviewed annually and is income related. The
borrower may qualify for a rental subsidy which is recoupable from the D.O.E.L.G. Due to the
rapid increase in house prices nationwide, this allows individuals who otherwise could not get a
mortgage buy their own home.

10 Tenant Purchase Loans - This loan type is available to tenants of Local Authority houses who
have resided in the house for no less tan 1 year. It allows such residents to buy out their house at the
market cost as determined by the housing department with discounts available to tenants of 3% off
the market value for every year of tenancy. (To a maximum of 10 years).
10 Reconstruction Loans - The maximum amount of a reconstruction loan is £15,000.00. Loans
mainly granted in 2000 for the installation of new PVC windows and doors.

7 Annuity Loans - The maximum amount of loan that can be granted was increased in July 2000
from £50,000 to £100,000. These loans are at a variable interest rate currently 6.67%.

FIRE SERVICES

Laois County Council Service provides an overall total fire service to the community 24 hours a
day every day of the year. The two areas of activity are:

• Fire/Emergency Operations
• Fire Prevention

The total cost of the service in 2000 was £605,175.21.

It is the policy of Laois County Council to levy a Fire Service Call-out charge. The following scale
of charges will apply from January 1st 2000:
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Chimney Fire: £85.00
Subject to a £25.00 discount is paid within 30 days
Non Chimney Fire & Call Outs: Economic cost of call plus administration fee of 33 1/3%.

FIRE EMERGENCY OPERATIONS

Laois County Fire Service responded to 759 turnouts including 748 fires, 158 special service
incidents (road traffic accidents, flooding incidents, etc.) and 123 false alarms. A number of these
turnouts were to incidents in adjoining counties.

STAFF LEVELS

1 no. Chief Fire Officer, 
2 no. Assistant Chief Fire Officers, 
8 no. Station Officers, 
8 no. Sub-Station Officers and 
52. no. Firefighters, 9 Driver/Mechanics.

VEHICLE FLEET

10 no. Class B Fire Appliances, 1 no. Emergency Tender, 9 no. 4 x 4 Vehicles, 1 no. Service Van, 1
Hydraulic Platform.

WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE

SERVICE CHARGES METERED WATER

£2.54 per 1,000 gallons
£0.56 per 1,000 litres

METER RENTAL

£40.00 per year
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“FORTY EIGHT NEW HOUSES WERE

COMPLETED IN TWO THOUSAND. 

IN ADDITION EIGHTEEN HOUSES WERE PURCHASED

ON THE OPEN MARKET FOR ALLOCATION TO

PERSONS ON THE WAITING LIST:” 



ROAD TRANSPORTATION & SAFETY
BÓTHAIR,IOMPAIR AGUS SÁBHÁILTEACHT

INTRODUCTION

Laois County Council is responsible for and maintains the 2,278. km (1417 miles) of roadway  and
14km(9 miles) of Motorway in the County.

LENGTH OF ROADS BY CLASSIFICATION

Motorway 14km 8.75miles
National Primary 82km 51 miles  
National Secondary 75km 47 miles  
Regional Roads 256 km 160 miles  
County/Other Main Roads 1865km 1159 miles  
TOTAL 2292 km 1425.75 miles  

In 2000, Laois County Council received a total allocation of £12,660,568 in respect of expenditure
on National and Non-National Roads in Laois.  Of this, £482,700 was financed from Rates, with
the remainder coming from Central Government, the EU., the Department of the Enviornment &
Local Government and the National Roads Authority. 
Allocations were received in respect of the following projects:

NATIONAL ROADS

Portlaoise By-Pass
N7 Portlaoise/Castletown
N7 Junction Improvements
N7 Ballaghmore
N7 Borris-in-Ossory/R435
N7 Traffic Route Lighting
N7 Nenagh/Mountrath
N8 Portlaoise/Cullahill
N8 Bishopswood/Newtown
N8 Abbeyleix Pavement
N8 Cullohill Traffic Calming
N78 Newtown Traffic Calming
Machinery Yard
Winter Maintenance Equipment
N78 Strengthening
N80 Carlow Northern Relief Road
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N80 Stradbally/JFL/Mountmellick Roads Portlaoise
N80 Mountmellick Road TRL
N80 Mountmellick Relief Road (Design)
N80 Strengthening
N80 Park/Stradbally Rd. (Design)
School Warning Lights
Motorway TRL and Emergency Telephone
National Primary Maintenance and Surface Dressing
National Secondary Maintenance and Surface Dressing
N.P Arrears of Maintenance & Surface Dressing 
N.S Arrears of Maintenance & Surface Dressing
TOTAL £7,050,468

NON-NATIONAL ROADS
Discretionary Maintenance Grant
Discretionary Improvement Grant
Restoration Improvement Grant
Restoration Maintenance Grant
Restoration Grant for Local Tertiary Roads
TOTAL £3,808,000

LOCAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEMES

TOTAL £76,400

E.U. CO-FINANCED SCHEMES

Northgrove Bridge
R433 Middlemount-Coolacurragh
Rossmore/Crosneen/Killeshin Ring Road
R420 Bracklone Street, Portarlington
R422 Gurteen/Clarahill
R419 Spa Street, Portarlington
Clonminam Industrial Estate

TOTAL £1,243,000

NEW MACHINERY YARD & M OTORWAY MAINTENANCE DEPOT

The construction of this facility commenced in October 2000 at Clonboyne, Portlaoise. This facility
which will comprise the following :-

Machinery Maintenance Yard including workshop, bitumen storage tanks, fuel storage tanks,
equipment store.
Motorway Maintenance Depot  including equipment stores, salt store.
Bored well for water supply and septic tank.
Office accomodation, canteen facilities, toilets, showers, boiler house and switch room will play a
major part in ensuring that the  roads  and motorways in County Laois are kept up to the very best
modern standards.
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The Contract which is estimated to cost £1,344,000 was awarded to SPH Ltd, Borrisoleigh, Co.
Tipperary. The design team comprise of Gibson O’Connor, Consulting Engineers and Turley &
Associates, quantity surveyors. The project is due to be completed by July, 2001.

ABBEYLEIX MAIN STREET RESURFACING

This scheme was completed and officially opened on 25th May 2000 by Minister Noel Dempsey,
T.D , Minister for the Environment & Local Government. The project which cost in excess of £3
million pounds was achieved by co-operation between Laois County Council and the National
Roads Authority with the financial assistance of the European Regional Development Fund. The
Contract comprised of the following 
Full reconstruction of 1.7 km of the N8 carriageway.
Installation of 1 km of new watermain and 800m of storm water mains.
Undergrounding of existing mains, electrical & telephone using 12.5km of ducting.
Renewal of 7000sq.m  of footpaths 
Installation of new public lighting
Installation of a new landscaping layout.
New stone walling
New street furniture.

The contractors on this scheme were Coffey Construction Ltd, Athenry, Co. Galway with design
provided by The Regional Design Office in Tramore. There is no doubt that this project will bring
further economic benefits to the town of Abbeyleix.

REFURBISHMENT OF SPA BRIDGE, PORTARLINGTON

The refurishment of Spa Bridge in the town of Portarlington was completed and officially opened
on 9th June 2000. This project was a major achievement having regard to the strategic importance
of the bridge over the River Barrow.  It also became an issue of importance in relation to ensuring
that whatever work was undertaken was done in such a manner as to compliment the overall
environment of the town and the River Barrow. The refurbished bridge will play a very significant
role in the future development of the town of Portarlington and already has contributed to the safety
of access to and from the town by commuters and pedestrians. 
This project was designed and supervised by the engineering staff of Laois County Council
together with the Contractors, JonesCivil Engineering and the Consulting Engineers, Walsh &
Partners.
The Department of the Environment & Local Government together with the E.U provided funding
for the construction of this bridge which cost in the region of £814,000.

FR. BROWNE AVENUE / CLONMINAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

This project involves an overlay of the existing carriageway to regulate and strengthen the
pavement, improvement of existing footpaths, provision of new footpaths, upgrading the drainage
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system and the provision of a new roundabout at the junction with the Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
This project, commenced in August 2000 and is due to be completed in October 2001. The
construction is being carried out by Laois County Council staff in the Central Area Office and
Michael Punch & Partners Consulting Engineers are assisting in the design and supervision of the
project.  
This project will consolidate existing employment both in Knockmay and Clonminam Industrial
Estates, facilitate the development of existing industries, and  encourage new industries to set up in
line with the strategy outlined in the National Development Plan.
BRACKLONE STREET, PORTARLINGTON - PHASE 1
The reconstruction of Bracklone street in Portarlington, which also involves the replacement of
footpaths, commenced in February 2000. John Craddock Ltd, Lewistown, Naas were appointed as
contractors for Phase 1 of this scheme, which was completed in August 2000. Phase 2 of this
project will commence in 2001. Michael Punch and Partners are the Consulting Engineers on this
project which will bring numerous economic benefits to the town of Portarlington.

PORTLAOISE INTEGRATED LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION STRATEGY

McCarthy & Partners Consulting Engineers were appointed by Laois County Council in January
1999 to carry out traffic transportation and land-use studies to enable a comprehensive review of
transportation and land use needs to be carried out for the town of Portlaoise.The final draft of their
report was agreed in 2000 and it will now be presented to the members of Laois County Council for
their formal ratification.

MULTI -ANNUAL ROADWORKS PROGRAMME

The year 2000 saw the completion of the first year of the Multi-Annual Roadworks Programme
2000-2004 with significant improvements in the condition of both regional and local roads around
the County. Restoration Works were carried out to 73 roads and surface dressing to 69 roads
throughout the County in 2000.

NEW NATIONAL PRIMARY ROAD PROJECTS

The year 2000 also saw the commencement of various new National Primary Road projects
involving Laois County Council. This authority liaised with the National Regional Design Office in
Naas on the following schemes:-
N7 Portlaoise to Cullohill & N8 Portlaoise to Castletown
N7 Castletown to Nenagh
N8 Cullohill to Cashel
N9/N11 Kilcullen to Waterford

PUBLIC L IGHTING

A total of 2980 lights are maintained by the Council and in 2000 the cost was £256,697.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN ROADWORKS SCHEME

This scheme continued in 2000 and a total of 6 projects were successfully undertaken in
conjunction with local communities.
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LOCAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEME

An allocation of £76,400 was received from the Department of the Environment in 2000 in respect
of the above which financed 8 projects in the county.

TAXIS AND HACKNEYS

A total of 22 new hackney licences were issued in 2000, bringing the total of hackney licences
issued by this authority to 76.

In November 2000, the Department of the Environment revoked the regulatory provisions
involving quantitative restrictions on the licensing of taxis. Since this deregulation,  4 taxi licences
have been issued and 1 wheelchair accessible taxi licence bringing the total number of taxi licences
issued at 31st December 2000 to 20.

MOTOR TAXATION

The Motor Tax Department provides a public service which is the most widely availed of by
members of the public.

While the primary function is perceived as collection of vehicles taxes and driving licence fees it
must also be seen as part an overall system for ensuring best practice in the management of
vehicular traffic as it encompasses such vital areas as Motor insurance, roadworthiness of vehicles
and the maintenance of a National Vehicle file (soon to be modernised and improved)

1. VEHICLE LICENSING - total receipts for vehicle licence was £5,474,490 in 2000 compared
to £5,426,589 in 1999. The rates of duty for vehicle licence (Motor Tax) have remained unchanged
since 1st Jaunary 1999. Revised rates will be introduced from 1st April 2001.

2. DRIVING LICENCES - the driving licence computer system was upgraded to cater for new
Regulations which became operative late in 1999. An additional officer was recruited to cope with
increased workload. The new regulations gave affect to EU requirements.

Receipts for driving licences amounted to £146,780 and this showed a significant increase over
1999 figure which was £88,020.00. A total of 9,461 driving licences was issued in the year 2000.

The introduction of a “reminder” system is being actively pursued and should be in place for next
year.

3. VEHICLE TESTING - certificates of Road Worthiness for commercial/goods vehicles were
issued in respect of 2,065 vehicles during the year. A total of 1992 issued in 1999. Receipts from
Certificates of Road Worthiness amounted to £19,555.00.
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Testing of private cars, including second hand imports became obligatory under EU Directives
from 4th January 2000.

This test is now referred to as the NCT test, i.e. National Car Test.
Test centres are located throughout the country. The Laois centre is situated at Timahoe Road,
Portlaoise. 

Testing is required on cars as per table hereunder:
Year to be Tested

Cars first registered before 1st January 1992 2000
1992 - 1996 registered cars 2001

4 year old cars and all liable older cars 2002

The NCT “test due” dates is based on the anniversary of the cars first registration date. Cars are
only exempted from this test if they are in a special category, i.e., Vintage.

4. CUSTOMER SERVICE - the introduction of a credit card payment facility during 1999 has
been of great benefit. The public have been encouraged to renew tax and driving licences through
postal system and as a result postal applications are on the increase. In this regard taxation
applications are generally processed and returned within a day and driving licences within 2/3 days.

Hours of opening to the public are 9am to 3.30pm (Mon. to Fri.) including lunch-time. It is
important to emphasise lunch-time opening as this facility is of benefit to many.

The installation of air conditioning and upgraded lighting have significantly enhanced working
conditions for both staff and the public.
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ROADS IN LAOIS:”



COMMUNITY & E NVIRONMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Cosaint an Chomhshaoil

“I bpáirt leis an bpobal”

Working in Partnership with the community, Laois County Council recognises the voluntary and
community input of ordinary people in working to make the county of Laois a more attractive place
to live and work.  Through technical and financial support this Council assists a wide variety of
projects from landscaping to provision of amenities to environmental improvement works.

LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL SCHOOL DEBATING COMPETITION :
COMÓRTAS DÍOSPÓIREACHT NA SCOILEANNA COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LAOISE

COMÓRTAS DO MHEÁNSCOILEANNA

The highlight of this years activities was the Laois County Council’s Annual Schools Debating
Competition. This competition aimed at secondary schools promotes lively and interesting debates
on a range of environmental and current affairs topics.  Debating in front of an audience is a
challenging experience but students throughout the county mastered this with tremendous
confidence and eloquence. Competitors from 6 Secondary Schools comprising of 15 teams, took
part in the event which attracted huge interest from both teachers and students. An attractive prize
fund sponsored by Laois County ensured that this competition was keenly contested, resulting in
Mountmellick B Team winning the Junior Competition and Brigidine Secondary School, Mountrath
winning the Senior Title. 

TIDY TOWNS:
Twenty three towns throughout the county entered the National Tidy Towns competition in 2000,
representing nearly a 20% increase on 1999. Congratulations to Castletown in particular, on
receiving a Gold Medal, to Ballacolla on receiving a Bronze Medal, to Clonaslee on receiving a
County Award and to Borris-in-Ossory on receiving a SuperValu Endeavour Award. It is noted that
all the towns throughout the county increased their points on 1999 with increases  varying from 1 to
11 points. Most notable increases were Borris-in-Ossory with an increase of 11 points, Portlaoise
with 10 points and Abbeyleix with 9 points.

Laois County Council in partnership with local tidy towns committees established the Laois Tidy
Towns Federation in 1998. This Federation has gone from strength to strength and now has 23
committees who meet on a regular basis with a view to exchanging ideas and information. It aims
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to assist in the improvement of local infrastructure and the environmental aspect of towns and
villages through co-ordinating the efforts of all involved. Committees are involved in a broad range
of activities e.g. organising litter free areas, erecting  welcoming signs to their areas, erecting
flower baskets and tubs.  Through the Federation examples of best practice and new ideas are
brought to the attention of all members.  In addition to the national competition, the federation
organises a local county based competition. Seventeen Towns took part in this competition with 8
categories of winner.

COMMUNITY GRANTS:
A maximum grant of £500 is available to communities involved in environmental improvement
works. Although funds are limited a total of 23 community groups received financial assistance in
2000.  Applications are assessed on the basis of expected benefits to residents and visitors.

ST PATRICK ’S DAY PARADE:
St Patrick’s Day is a day of great National Pride.  It is a day when we celebrate being Irish and add
our own unique Laois qualities to the event.  Each year Laois County Council participates in the
Portlaoise and Mountmellick parades.  Various themes throughout the years included “Laois
County Council with you in all Seasons – Protecting our Environment”. Housing, Roads and the
provision of water supply      

CLEAN UP LAOIS WEEK:
This annual campaign organised in association with National Spring Clean proves very successful.
Public response to the campaign exceeds all expectations.  Last year over 50 groups actively
participated and availed of skips provided by this Council.  In addition gloves, sacks and litter
pickers are provided to volunteers.  If you are aware of a location in your area that needs a good
clean up why not order a skip from Laois County Council and organise a “Clean Up”.

NATIONAL TREE WEEK:
With the assistance of Tidy Towns Committees, Community Groups, Schools and Residents
Associations approximately 1,000 trees are planted during this period.  The greening of our towns
and villages is not only visually appealing but also ensures that we provide for future generations. 

NATIONAL PLOUGHING CHAMPIONSHIPS :
The Community Section was involved in The National Ploughing Championships, which took
place in Ballacolla in September, 2000.  It provided Laois County Council with a unique
opportunity to promote the County at National Level and as the Championships is being held in
Laois again next year a similar event will be organised.  In 2000 Laois County Council organised a
marquee for the main Development Agencies in County Laois, so that a co-ordinated approach
could put in place for promoting the County.   Laois Leader, Laois County Enterprise Board,
Midland Health Board Promotion Service, Laois Tourism, Portlaoise Chamber of Commerce and
Portlaoise Citizens Information Centre took part in the event in 2000, along with Laois County
Council and this proved very successful.
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DERELICT SITES:
The elimination of dereliction throughout the County is another important aspect of the functions of
the Community Section.  Under the Derelict Sites Act, 1990 all Local Authorities are obliged to
maintain a Register of Derelict Sites.  Any building or site which in the opinion of the Local
Authority is derelict or detracts from the amenity of an area can be put on the Register and will
remain on same until certain works specified by the Council’s Engineer are carried out.  At present
there are 106 Derelict Sites on the Register and 24 were removed during 2000.

AGENDA 21
The year 2000 saw the commencement of an active training program in the principles of
sustainability. Laois County Council is committed to the Agenda 21 process and looks forward to
working with the community in formulating an Agenda 21 plan.

LOCAL URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Operational Programme for Urban and Village Renewal
The Council continued with the above program in 2000 with the allocation of funds to the
following towns and villages:
Vicarstown, Killeshin, Emo, Ballyfin, Donaghmore, Clonaghadoo, Coolrain, The Swan, Errill,
Camross, Ballinakill.

This grant allocation was against supplemented by contributions from the communities.

WATER SERVICES

WATER SUPPLY AND WASTE WATER SCHEMES:
The main emphasis in 2000 in the water supply and waste water function was on the planning and
design of schemes required to meet short term and long term infrastructural requirements in the
county.

The following schemes have been included in the Water and Waste Water Services Programme
2000-2002 announced by the Department of the Environment and Local Government during the
year.

Schemes to continue in Construction:
Portlaoise Sludge Dewatering Facility

Schemes to commence in 2001:
Portlaoise Main Drainage
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Schemes approved to enter Planning:
(a) Portarlington Water Supply Augmentation
(b) Portlaoise Water Supply Augmentation
(c) Grouped Towns Main Drainage
(Clonaslee, Durrow, Mountrath, Rathdowney, Stradbally)
(d) Sludge Management Plan for Laois.

Rural Towns and Villages Initiative:
(a) Ballyroan Waste Water
(b) Mountmellick Water Supply

Serviced Land Initiative:
(a) Rathdowney S.T.P.
(b) Ballylinan Sewerage.

Small Water and Waste Water Schemes 2000:
The Council received a capital allocation of £225,000 from 
the Department for small water and waste water schemes.

The Portlaoise Main Drainage scheme will form one of the largest capital projects undertaken by
the Council costing an estimated £33m in total for all stages.  This project, when completed, will
cater for the drainage needs of Portlaoise and its environs for the foreseeable future and facilitate
the demand for residential and commercial development.

Public Conveniences:
A new modern superloo facility is to be provided in Mountrath.  The Council has made financial
provision for this facility in order to replace an existing public convenience, which has deteriorated
to an unacceptable condition.

Cemeteries:
During 2000 substantial progress was achieved on the Council’s programme for the provision of
extensions to cemeteries where additional space is required to cater for needs in the foreseeable
future.  Extensions were provided and developed at Ballyfin, Portlaoise and Clonaslee cemeteries
and towards the end of the year work commenced on the provision of an extension at Durrow.
Plans were prepared and tenders obtained for development works at Camross cemetery and this will
be undertaken in 2001.
The maintenance of cemeteries has been a matter of concern to the Council for some time and
during 2000 various options for assisting in such work were considered.  As a result, provision was
made by the Council in the estimates for 2001 for the introduction of a scheme of grant assistance
to voluntary cemetery committees/community groups for the maintenance of cemeteries.  This
scheme will be operative in 2001.

Swimming Pools:
The year 2000 marked a milestone in the initiatives of the Council in the provision of leisure and
recreational facilities in the county.  Proposals and preliminary plans were prepared and approved
for the provision of:

(a) Portlaoise Regional Sport and Leisure Centre.
(b) Refurbishment and Extension of Portarlington Swimming Pool.
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The leisure centre at Portlaoise involves an investment of £7m and will include a 6 lane 25m
swimming pool, learner pool, children’s pool, sauna, aerobics hall, fitness gym, main sports hall, 2
floodlight all-weather pitches, jogging track, outdoor adventure play area, changing facilities and
other ancillary facilities.

The Portarlington project is estimated to cost £2m and provides for the refurbishment of the
existing pool, modernising the pool building, provision of toddlers’ pool, sauna and steam room,
upgrading of changing and shower units and ancillary facilities.

These two projects will greatly enhance the recreational and leisure facilities of the region.

RURAL WATER PROGRAMME

• The Laois County Monitoring committee, which was established to review and monitor progress
under the rural Water Programme held 5 meetings in 2000.

• An inventory of all group water supply schemes in Laois was completed in 2000 and wor on the
Draft Rural Water Strategic Plan was completed in December, 2000.

• The following allocations were received under the Programme:

Small Schemes Programme:
1997 £195,000
1998 £292,250
1999 £145,500
2000 £225,000
Totals £857,750

New Schemes Capital Grants/Upgrades:
1997 £27,700
1998 £30,200
1999 £100,000
2000 £300,000
Totals £457,900

Taking-in-Charge Programme:
1997 £94,000
1998 £63,342
1999 £218,000
2000 £75,000
Totals £450,342
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Totals:
1997 £313,700
1998 £385,792
1999 £463,500
2000 £600,000
Totals £1,765,992

(a) Grants for the provision or necessary improvement of an individual water supply to a
house:

1998 1999 2000
No. of Applications received: 150 143 112
No. of Applications paid: 72 84 93
Amount Paid: £87,257.85 £103,557.21 £126,618.24

(b) Subsidies towards the operational costs of Group Water Schemes:

1998 1999 2000
No. of Applications Received 14 14 14
No. of Applications Paid: 14 14 13
Amount Paid: £53,166.77 £64,322.23 £23,049

(c) Small Schemes Grant 2000:
1999 2000

Ballylinan Sewerage £54,000 £10,917.28  
Emo Sewerage £25,500 £31,288.97
Borris-in-Ossory Water £66,000 £1,125.00
Hill 60, Mountmellick Sewerage £37,496.72
Ballybrittas Sewerage £28,342.82
Mountmellick Network Model £2,545.70
Abbeyleix Network Model £31,093.90
Watermain at Acragar, Mountmellick £1,803.75
Borris Road Pumping Station £14,514.70
Upgrade Watermain at Commons Bridge £5,062.50
Portlaoise S.T.P. £60,808.66
Total: £145,500 £225,000.00

(d) New Group Schemes/Upgrading Capital Grants:
1999 2000

Parkbawn £2,48 Ballinaclough £7,600
Ballinaclough £20,000 Attanagh £7,172
Upper Forest £3,200 Knockahonagh £2,863
Clonard £3,200 Corrig £4,400
Knockahonagh £2,863 Lower ironmills £4,400
Derrycarrew £823 (u) Barrington’s Hollow £21,621
Attanagh £21,262 (u) Upper Crubbin £32,081
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The Heath £37,566 (u) Errill £23,397
The Heath £23,801
Kyleclonhobert £22,000

£91,397 £149,335

(e) Taking-in-charge Group Schemes:

1999 2000
Ratheniska £42,520 Testing £13,663
Killenard £67,400 Killenard £68,000

£109,920 £81,663
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ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
COSAINT AN CHOMHSHAOIL

In 2000 Laois County Council continued to develop its policy of increasing environmental
awareness among the public and developing controls to protect the environment.

WASTE MANAGEMENT /WASTE DISPOSAL

The desire by Laois County Council to ensure that the highest possible level of management,
maintenance and environmental requirements are met in relation to the Landfill Site continued
during 2000. The Landfill Site is operated in accordance with the Waste Licenceissued by the
Environmental Protection Agency on 12th May 2000.

LITTER PREVENTION AND CONTROL

A clean litter free environment is important for our county if we are to preserve and attract Laois as
a prime location in which to live, work and visit. One of the main threats to an un-spoilt
environment is litter and indiscriminate dumping. Laois County Council is dedicated to caring for
the environment and supports other bodies and organisations in order to keep the whole county
clean.

• Implementing the council’s Litter Management Plan
• Employment of 2 no. Litter Wardens
• Street cleaning in urban areas of the County through the use of the Pedestrian 

Sweepers “Green Machines”. A new street sweeper was purchased in early 2000. 

The Litter Pollution Act, 1997 provides a range of measures and fines and Laois County Council
continues to implement the Act in full conjunction with the Litter Management Plan for the County.

• The issue of on-the-spot fines
• Initiating prosecutions against offenders
• Service of Section 9 notices on property owners requiring that litter be removed 

from their properties
• Action against litter continues to be a priority in Laois County Council’s 

environmental campaign. This can be seen in the financial commitment given and 
the numerous initiatives undertaken. The importance of community involvement 
together with the participation of the younger generation in the schools in 
environmental projects cannot be over -emphasised. The council encourages this 
involvement in an effort to improve our environment and is fully committed to 
utilising the provisions available in the Litter Pollution Act, 1997 with regard to 
enforcement.
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WATER POLLUTION CONTROL & M ONITORING

The Council, in fulfilling its obligations, extensively uses the fully equipped new laboratory at
Mountrath Road, Portlaoise and is responsible for:

• Monitoring licenced industrial discharges to water
The Local Government (Water Pollution) Act, 1977 (Water Quality Standards For Phosphorous)
Regulations, 1998 provide for specific improvements in water quality conditions in rivers and lakes
based on phosphate concentrations or related water quality clasifications. The Phosphorous
measures Report, set out the actions that Laois County Council proposes, to secure compliance with
the quality standards for Phosphorous. This involves the carrying out of an implementation
programme. the successful implementation of these measures to maintain and improve water
quality in the County is only possible with the co-operation of all the stakeholders that have an
interest in water quality. The establishment of an Implementation Committee was identified as one
of the measures of the report.

RECYCLING

During 2000 the Council began selling home composters at the subsidised price. The response of
the public has been very encouraging and it is intended to continue this scheme in 2001. The
Council also provide 15 no. Bring Sites containing facilities for green, brown and clear glass as
well as Aluminium cans throughout the County.

CONTROL OF DOGS

The dog warden service is provided in County Laois for the Council on an agency basis by the
ISPCA. A full-time dog warden is employed and a pound is operated in Ballacolla. The cost of
providing the dog control service is partially funded by receipts from dog licences and fines.

VETERINARY CONTROL

The Food Safety Authority (FSAI) is the statutory body charged with ensuring that food produced ,
marketed or distributed in Ireland meets with the highest standard of food safety and hygiene. To
fulfil this requirement the Council entered into a Service Contract with the FSAI in July 1999 with
regard to the functions the Council carries out in this area. In 2000 the Council appointed a full-
time Veterinary Inspector who together with three part-time Veterinary Inspectors have
responsibility for:

• Monitoring of meat processing in the County’s abbattoirs
• To ensure relevant legislation is adhered to

Inspections carried out include ante and post-mortem examinations of all animals slaughtered in
domestic abattoirs in keeping with the requirements of the Abattoirs Act, 1988 and Regulations
made under this Act.

FIRE AND EMERGENCY OPERATIONS

That fire-fighting and rescue service is provided by a total of 70 retained personnel. A typical crew
consists of a station officer, a sub-officer and 6 no. fire-fighters. The station officers report to the
Assistant Chief Fire Officers (Operations) who is responsible for fire and emergency operations.
Laois County council being the fire authority provides a fire and rescue service for the County
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achieved by the establishment and maintenance of fire and rescue units in the following towns:

• Portlaoise
• Portarlington
• Mountrath
• Mountmellick
• Durrow
• Stradbally
• Abbeyleix
• Rathdowney

Crews are trained and equipped to deal with a wide variety of incidents including:

• Fires and rescue from smoke logged buildings
• Road traffic accidents
• Incidents involving dangerous chemicals, flooding and rescues.

Tenders have been received in respect of the erection of a new fire station in Portlaoise. This
project will be progressed as quickly as possible during 2001 so that the town of Portlaoise and
County can benefit from having a modern facility available.

FIRE PREVENTION

Under the terms of the Fire Services Act, 1981, fire safety in premises is the sole responsibility of
the owners/occupiers. The Assistant Chief Fire Officer (Prevention):

• Accesses Planning Applications and advises the Planning Authority (and thus the 
developer) of the current fire safety standards required.

• Undertakes an inspection programme of places of public assembly and other 
selected fire risk buildings.

• Inspection of premises and court appearances in relation to the Licensing Acts.
• Inspections in relation to the Dangerous Substance Act, 1978.
• Process Applications for Fire Safety certificates. The Building Control Act, 1990 

places a requirement on all developers to apply for a Fire Safety Certificate for all 
buildings, other than dwelling houses, prior to the commencement of construction.
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DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVES AND CONTROL
SPREAGADH AGUS SRAINTA FORBARTHA

AIMS:
To ensure that development is planned in accordance with the principles of sustainability, facilitates
long-term economic and social progress, promotes the efficient use of land, resources and
infrastructure and safeguards the natural and built environment.

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL :
Continuing economic / demographic growth and pressures of housing supply have been reflected in
the number of planning applications received by Laois County Council in 2000.  A total number of
1,357 applications were received in 2000, resulting in a record number of 4,762 housing dwelling
units for the County.

COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN :
The County Development Plan which was adopted by the members on the 29th. May, 2000 is a
blueprint for the County which has a major influence on the shape and evolution of our towns and
villages and on the conservation and protection of the environment.
Town Renewal:

Four towns: Portarlington, Mountmellick, Mountrath and Rathdowney were designated for the
purposes of the Town Renewal Scheme in County Laois.  Tax incentives will apply to designated
areas approved for the restoration and conservation of townscapes in smaller towns.  New build
developments of an infill nature to restore gaps in urban streetscape also qualify.

URBAN RENEWAL :
Through an attractive range of financial incentives, the scheme has been responsible for breathing
new life into Portlaoise.

Laois County Council is the sponsoring Local Authority for the Urban Renewal process and is
committed to the Urban Renewal motto “New Life for your Town”.  The Urban Renewal
Programme also has the support of Portlaoise Town Commissioners and Portlaoise Chamber of
Commerce.
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PLANNING ACT, 2000:
A monumental, all encompassing piece of legislation which will consolidate in one Act all 9
Planning and Development Acts enacted since 1963 and introduce a sustainable development
philosophy to the Irish Planning System. 

INTEGRATED AREA PLAN :
Four sites in Portlaoise have been designated as Urban Renewal Areas within which tax incentive
benefits will apply.

Projects such as high quality residential development, recreational and community facilities, office
accommodation and car parking will address such issues as economic and social progress along
with the physical development and regeneration of these areas.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING & D EVELOPMENT ) REGULATIONS , 1994 - PART X:
The Council passed 14 projects under these regulations during 2000.

SHOP FRONT GRANTS SCHEME :
A scheme of grant assistance promoted by Laois County Council for shopfront restoration and
enhancement.  Grants of £500.00 were given to successful applicants for the carrying out of works
on their shop fronts.  Three grants were awarded in 2000.

PORTLAOISE TOWN PARK :
The town park was officially opened by Mr. Joseph Dunne, M.C.C. on Friday 16th. June, 2000.
The park provides for the recreational and leisure needs of the people, acts as an important
pedestrian link within the town, and cares for the needs of the physical and sensory disabled
community

PLANNING STATISTICS FOR 2000:
Number of Planning Applications Received: 1,357
Total income received from Planning Application fees: £491,500
Average decision time: 7 weeks
Total income received from Development Charges: £1,364,000
Number of Planning Appeals lodged with 
An Bord Pleanala: 73
Number of cases finalised by An Bord Pleanala: 68

The Council’s decision was upheld in 83% of cases appealed.

ENFORCEMENT:
The Planning Department have highlighted 95 cases for follow up and served 32 Enforcement
Notices in 2000.  During the year legal proceedings were initiated in 2 cases.
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

PORTARLINGTON
Site development works were carried out at the Council’s Industrial Estate at Canal Road,
Portarlington, which facilitated the marketing of sixteen sites.   Approval was given by the Council
to the sale, by way of 500 year lease, of eleven of these sites during 1999 and legal formalities are
currently in train.

RATHDOWNEY
The Council continued marketing the advance Factory at Rathdowney.   Agreement was given to
the disposal of the factory to a Dublin based Company, but they subsequently withdrew from the
deal in November 1999.  The factory was advertised again in December 1999.
PORTLAOISE

CLONMINAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
Two further sites were sold from the lands acquired from the I.D.A. to the following:  Mr. Cathal
Whelan, Portlaoise and Mr. Pat Booth, Killone, Stradbally.  

Site development works commenced to open up other sites at Clonminam and these will be ready
for marketing in early 2000.

I.D.A. BUSINESS PARK
The 22,000 sq.ft. advance factory on the park is completed and is being marketed by IDA Ireland.
Ten industrial itineraries have visited this factory to-date.

MOUNTRATH
Site development works were carried out at the industrial estate in Mountrath acquired by the
Council in 1998.   Sites will be marketed for sale at this location in 2000.

LAOIS RURAL REGENERATION PARTNERSHIP
During 1999 the Rural Regeneration Partnership continued its work, which included:

• meeting with Mr. Noel Davern, T. D., Minister of State  at the Department of 
Agriculture & Food, regarding submission made on the Government’s White Paper 
on  Rural Development,

• identifying urban and rural needs throughout County Laois for reference to the 
appropriate authorities,

• examining potential opportunities for County Laois arising from BMW Objective 1 
Status and the National Development Plan.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The Council’s fourth annual conference, entitled “Planning for Community Development”, was
held in Áras an Chontae on 23rd and 24th September, 1999.  The Conference was opened by Mr.
Liam Hyland, M.E.P. and the following were the Speakers and topics:
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Ms. Laura Magahy, C.E.O. “The Role of the Local Authority in 
Temple Bar Properties: the Development and Promotion of Arts & Culture”.

Mr. Michael Malone, “The Laois Experience”
Laois County Manager:

Mr. Colm O’Rourke, Sports “The Role of the Local Authority in Personality & Journalist:
the Development of Sport”

Mr. Louis Brennan, “The Laois Experience”
Laois County Secretary:

Mr. Kieran Lynch, Director “Community Planning & of Rural Development,
Development”
Tipperary Rural Business 
Development Institute:

Mr. Gerry McGlinchey, “The Laois Experience”
Laois County Engineer:
Mr. Sean O’Riordáin, Local “Beyond 2,000!”
Authority Units Manager,
Inst. of Public Administration:

The Conference was once again very successful and well attended.

DUNAMAISE THEATRE & C ENTRE FOR THE ARTS

The Dunamaise Theatre and Centre for the Arts was officially opened by the Minister for Arts,
Heritage, Gaeltacht and The Islands, Ms. Síle de Valera, on 4th May, 1999.   The official opening
was followed by a Performance by the Laois Youth Theatre of a play by Portlaoise novelist and
playwright, John Dunne, entitled I’ll Fly Away”.    

The Laois Arts Theatre Company Limited was established in 1999 to run the Centre.  The original
Directors of the Company are Councillors Thomas Jacob, James Daly, Cathy Honan, Ms. Catherine
Scully, Ms. Muireann Ni Chonaill, Ms. Kathleen Gorman, Messrs. Michael Malone & Declan
Byrne

Ms. Louise Donlon was appointed Manager in February 1999 to oversee the day-to-day operations
of the Centre.   A wide range of activities have taken place in the Centre since its opening, viz. Art
Exhibitions, Drama Productions, Concerts, Ballet, Pantomime etc.   The Centre is widely used both
by National and local performers.

GRANTS FOR THE CONSERVATION OFA PROTECTED STRUCTURE

A new scheme of grants for protected structures was put in place in 1999 by the Department of the
Environment & Local Government.  The purpose of the scheme is to assist the owner or occupier of
a protected structure to undertake necessary works to secure the conservation of the structure or
part of the structure.    The council’s allocation in 1999 under the Scheme was £72,000.  Twenty-
four applications were received for assistance under the Scheme, nineteen of which were offered
grants.
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LAOIS COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD

The Laois County Development Board was launched by the Minister for Environment & Local
Government, Mr. Noel Dempsey, in The Montague Hotel, Emo, on 21st March, 2000.

During 2000 the Board, as a whole, met five times. However, four sub-groups of the Board were
established, viz. Audit of Services Sub-Group; Economic Sub-Group; Cultural Sub-Group and
Social Sub-Group and these groups met on a regular basis to progress the work of the Board.

Work of the Board included:-

AUDIT OF SERVICE PROVISION :
This was carried out by:-

• Board members arranging to provide information on their own 
organisations/agencies;

• Sourcing information from relevant 
agencies/organisations not affiliated to the Board by means of questionnaire. 

IDENTIFICATION OF KEY ISSUES IN THE COUNTY

This was carried out by means of workshops with Board Members, various organisations/agencies
in the County; the County Forum and with the community at large in the five electoral areas.

SEMINAR : K INNITTY CASTLE - 
30TH NOVEMBER /1ST DECEMBER, 2000
At this seminar presentations were made by the following:-

Mr. Joe Allen, Department of Environment & Local Government
“The National Perspective”

Ms. Mary Kennedy, Department of Social, Community & Family Affairs
“Social Inclusion Measures”

COUNTY COMMUNITY FORUM

All voluntary/community groups (i.e. sporting clubs; residents’ associations; development
associations; social groups, etc.) were invited to register with the County Development Board.
Information meetings were held throughout the County, followed by selection meetings at which
representatives were selected to represent their respective electoral area on the 18 member County
Community Forum. This forum met on a regular basis throughout 2000 and from the Forum
nominations were made to the County Development Board (2); the Strategic Policy Committees of
the Council; the Social Inclusion Working Group; the Social Economy Working Group; Leader;
Midland Health Board Childcare Committee.

The Membership of the Forum is as follows:-
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PORTLAOISE ELECTORAL AREA

Name Address Organisation
McDonald, Charles. B Larchfield House, Ballyroan Sue Ryder Foundation

Mulhare, Philomena Dysart, Stradbally National Association for Parent Support

Lewis, Eric Park View, Portlaoise Park View Residents Association

Watters, Marie Glenside, Portlaoise Laois Recreation & Sports Forum

MOUNTMELLICK ELECTRIAL AREA

Name Address Organisation
Fitzpatrick, Pat Ballyhuppahaun, Rosenallis Rosenallis Community  Alert  Group

Delaney, Robert 41 Patterson Estate, Mountmellick Patterson Estate Mountmellick
Residents Association

Lynch, Ger Ashgrove, Mountmellick Mountmellick Angling  Club

EMO ELECTORAL AREA

Name Address Organisation
Hartnett, Dominic Burnett House, Oakvale, Stradbally Development Association

Stradbally

Lalor, Mary The Heath, Portlaoise The Four Parishes Preservation 
Committee

Molloy, Daniel 5 Church View, Portarlington Catholic Scouts of  Ireland  (local area)

LUGGACURREN ELECTORAL AREA

Name Address Organisation
Cahill, P.J. Moate, Ballinakill Spink Community Development 

Association Ltd.

Redmond, Mary Keelogue, Killeshin Rossmore/Killeshin Development 
Association

(Subsequently replaced 
by Walsh, Mary) (Cappalug, Killeshin) (Do.)
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McWey, Mary Clontico, Ballyroan Laois Federation  I.C.A.

BORRIS-IN-OSSORY ELECTORAL AREA

Name Address Organisation
Flavin, Fr. Nicholas Mooreville, Rathdowney Laois Rural  Regeneration 

Partnership

Wallace, Jerry Derrycarrow, Camross, White Horse Development Project
Mountrath

Healy, Bernie Castlewood, Durrow Durrow Ladies Club

McDonough, Eugene Conoboro, Rathdowney Erkina Festival  Committee

Murphy, Yvonne Abbeyleix Conference of  Religious of Ireland 
(CORI)

(Subsequently replaced 
by Mackey, Anna) (Mount Oliver, Grogan, (Erkina Environmental Group)

Rathdowney)

MEMBERS OF LAOIS COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Cllr. Joe Dunne (Replaced by Cllr. Martin Rohan), Cathaoirleach of Laois County Council
Ms. Mary Wheatley, Strategic Policy Committee Chair
Mr. Joe Digan, Strategic Policy Committee Chair
Mr. Jerry Lodge, Strategic Policy Committee Chair
Mr. John Moran, Strategic Policy Committee Chair
Mr. Michael Malone, County Manager, Laois County Council
Mr. Michael Gormley, Mountmellick Town Commission

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT
Ms. Maria Callinan, Laois County Enterprise Board
Ms. Anne Flynn, Laois County Enterprise Board
Mr. Tom O’Brien (Replaced by Ms. Anne Goodwin), Laois Leader
Ms. Julia Booth, Laois Leader
Mr. John Joe Dunne, Mountmellick ADM (MDA)
Mr. Peter O’Neill (Replaced by Mr. Sean McCormack), Portlaoise ADM (PCAP)

STATE AGENCIES
Dr. Pat Doorley, Midland Health Board
Mr. Pat Campbell, FAS
Mr. Michael O’Connor (Replaced by Mr. Con Feighery), Teagasc
Mr. Larry Kavanagh, Laois VEC
Mr. Nick Mernagh, Enterprise Ireland
Ms. Margaret Geaney, IDA Ireland
Mr. Norman Black, MERTO (Tourism)
Mr. Denis Galvin, Department of SCFA
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Mr. Michael Ringrose (Replaced by Mr. Kevin Donohoe), Gardai
SOCIAL PARTNERS
Mr. Teddy Fennelly, Business & Employers
Mr. William Moylan, Trade Unions
Mr. Michael Bergin, Agriculture & Farming
Mr. Eric Lewis, Community/Voluntary
Fr. Nicholas Flavin, Community/Voluntary
Total 27

Members of the Laois County Development Board and the Director pictured at the launch of the Board in the
Montague Hotel, Emo on 21st March 2000.

Mr. Jerry Lodge, M.C.C., Chairman of the Laois County Development Board, presents a Bronze Sculpture entitled
“Deserted House” by Cathy Carman, to the Minister for the Environment & Local Government, Mr. Noel Dempsey,

T.D., at the launch of the Board.
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MILLENNIUM EVENTS AWARD

This Scheme was funded by the National Millennium Committee for events to mark the new
Millennium. The Awards Scheme was advertised by the National Millennium Committee with a
closing date of 29th October, 1999. In Laois 45 awards were made for events ranging from
publication of various historical/forklore books; pageants; amenity projects; theatre/drama
productions; tree planting; awards for people working with the disabled; sporting activities; murals;
festivals, etc. The community involvement in these projects was very positive.

TREE PLANTING CEREMONY

On 1st January 2000 the Cathaoirleach of Laois County Council, Cllr. Joe Dunne, planted a tree at
Millview, Portlaoise, to mark the new Millennium. The ceremony was attended by officials from
Laois County Council, local County Councillors, Town Commissioners and Clergy.

PRESENTATION TO CENTERARIANS AND MILLENNIUM BABIES

The Cathaoirleach of Laois County Council, Councillor Martin Rohan, on behalf of the National
Millennium Committee, made a presentation to the Laois Centenarians and the Laois Millennium
Babies, viz. those born on 1st January 2000, at a function held in Áras an chontae on 26th July
2000. The presentation consisted of a silver token for the Centanarians and a special edition silver
£1 Millennium coin for the babies, with a silver token for the parents. Councillor Rohan also
presented an individually signed letter of congratulations from Deputy Seamus Brennan,
Government Chief Whip, Minister of State to Ann Toaiseach and Chairman of the National
Millennium Committee.

A bound copy of the Laois County Council’s Centenary book was also presented to the
centenarians and babies.

The recipients of the presentation were:

CENTENARIANS
Ellen Troy, formerly from Portarlington
Bridie McMahon, formerly from Castletown

MILLENNIUM BABIES

Cian Cathal Farrell, Drummond, Rosenallis 
(parents Jackie & Cathall Farrell)

Ben Joseph Quinn-Lynam, Ballyroan
(parents Frances Quinn and Colm Lynam)

Rebecca Noelle O’Connell, Ballycarroll, Stradbally 
(parents Caroline & Brendan O’Connell)
The presentation was attended by family members of the recipients, nursing staff from St. Vincent’s
Hospital, Mountmellick and Lourdeville Nursing Home, Kildare; Elected Members of Laois
County Council; the Cathaoirligh of Portlaoise and Mountmellick Town Commissions and Council
officials.
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Front row (l to r): Mrs. Eillen Troy and Mrs. Bridie McMahon. Back row: Cathaoirleach of Portlaoise Town
Commission, Tom Jacob holding Ben Quinn-Lynam; Cathaorileach of Laois County Council, Martin Rohan

holding Rebecca O’Connell and Cathaoirleach of Mountmellick Town Commission, Helen Hanson holding Cian
Farrell. 
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RECREATION AND AMENTIY
CAITHEAMH AIMSIRE AGUS TAITNEAMHNEACHT

LIBRARY SERVICE 2000
The purpose of the public library is to provide and promote access to information, ideas and
knowledge recorded in books and other forms of media. The public library performs an essential
function in a democratic society by enabling people to inform themselves with all the opinions on
any subject before making up their own minds about what they think. The library encourages and
supports individuals in developing and maintaining the skill of reading. Reading is an essential life
skill and the ability to read underpins the acquisition of the other intellectual skills. In addition, the
library provides information to help people with daily problem solving: it provides a non-
judgemental source of support for people with problems concerning their homes, their jobs, their
rights, their families, etc. It provides information and materials for people engaged in any form of
learning whether formal or lifelong learning. Finally, the library provides and promotes a satisfying
and stimulating form of entertainment for people of all ages. Books are the most popular forms of
entertainment. They are immensely flexible as they can be picked up and put down at will and
enjoyed everywhere.

INTERNET

Libraries and information services have a crucial role to play in the Information Society. As
institutions traditionally associated with books and other printed matter libraries are now
transforming to suit user’s needs. While the book remains at the core of the service, libraries are
adapting their means of delivering information to fully contribute to the Information Society.
Community internet facilities for Laois libraries were launched on Friday 9th June 2000 by
Cathaoirleach of Laois County Council Joe Dunne, M.C.C. at Portarlington Branch Library. A total
of 18 internet access points are located at branch libraries throughout the county. The total number
of bookings during the year for internet use amounted to 2000.

BOOKFUND GRANTS

The Department of the Environment and Local Government allocated a grant of £1 million
nationally to Library Authorities in August 2000 to assist in improving the quality and range of
their stock.

The allocation for Laois County Library was £9,643 from this scheme. The Department of
Education and Science provides an annual per pupil grant to each Local Authority to provide a
library service to the primary schools within its area. The grant to Laois county Library for the year
2000 was £15,358.
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NATIONAL READING INITIATIVE

The National Reading Initiative is a project funded by the Department of Education and Science
working in partnership with the Public Libraries and health Authorities. As part of this initiative the
“Books for Babies” scheme was launched in 2000. Under this scheme every child born in the year
will be given a book pack when they are taken to their local health centre for their 9 month check.
The books are presented in an attractive “Babies love Books” pack which also contains an advice
leadlet aimed at encouraging parents to read to their children and to engage with them to make
reading a natural part of their lives.

The allocation of Laois County Library based on the number of births in the year was distributed to
all health centres in the country.

COMÓRADH LEABHAR NA B PÁISTÍ

Bhí Comóradh Leabhar na bPáistí ar siúl ón 10ú-20ú Deireadh Fomhair 2000. Chuir foireann
Leabharlann Phortlaoise cláracha éagsúla ar siúl. Sé cuspóir na féile gach blianin ná buneolas a
thabhairt do na páistí ar na h-Áiseanna ar fad atá ar fáil dóibh san leabharlann áitiúil.

Sa Leabharlann phoiblí léigh an t-údar Mary Arrigan sliocht as a cuid leabhair, chomh maith leis
sin leigh Anita Donoher seéalta do pháistí Áitiúil.

An rud is suimiúil ar fad a bhí sa gcomórtas I mbliana ná an comórtas ealaín - sé sin carachtar a
phéinteáil as leabhar spéisiúil a léigh an páiste. Glacadh isteach céad is caoga pictiúir ealaín, agus
bhronn Leabharlannaí an Chontae An t-Uasal Gearóid Ó Meachair na duaiseanna éagsúla ar na
páistí sa Leabharlann Phoiblí, agus bhí an tAispeántas seo le feiceáil sa Leabharlann.

CHILDREN ’S BOOK FESTIVAL

The Annual children’s Book Festival was held from 10th - 20th October 2000. A programme of
activities was organised by staff at Laois County Library. The aim of the festival each year is to
increase the use of the library services by children and to introduce them to the facilities and large
range of material available to them at their local library.

In Portlaoise branch library local author Mary Arrigan read extracts from a selection of her books -
also Anita Donoher read stories to local school children.

The highlight of this year’s festival was an art competition “Paint a character from your favourite
book”. Ovr 150 entries were received and an awards ceremony was held in Portlaoise library. The
prizewinners were presented with prizes by the County Librarian Gerry Maher and the prize
winning entries were exhibited in the library.

EXHIBITIONS

A number of exhibitions were displayed at Portlaoise Branch Library during the year including
“Laois Here and Now”, a photographic exhibition by Portlaoise Chamber of Commerce.

“Litter Island” an Environment Information Services exhibition.

“Paint a Character from your favourite book” a display of children’s book festival prizewinning
paintings and drawings.
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RETIREMENT OF COUNTY L IBRARIAN

Mr. Edwin Phelan retired from the post of County Librarian on 9th April 2000 after 34 year of
dedicated service to Laois County Council. Appointed County Librarian on 1st October 1966, he
was responsible for the building etc., of Portlaoise and Clonaslee Branch Libraries, upgrading most
others, computerising the library service in Portlaoise, developing research facilities and
introducing the internet service. Eamon and his family are wished many years of health and
happiness.

BOOKFUND

£60,000
REGISTERED BORROWERS

Adult Juvenile Total
5144 4118 9,262

BOOK ISSUES

Fiction 56,948
Non-fiction 33,573
Juvenile 65,138
Music/Audio Books 11,810
Total 167,469

NEW PUBLICATION

A number of books by Local Authors and of local interest were publised in 2000.
(1) The Gaelic League by John Stockes Powell
(2) The Laois Millennium: Queen’s County Heritage book by F. Meehan
(3) A History of Rosenallis Parish by Larry O’Loughlin
(4) Laois - History & Society by Padraig G. Lane and William Nolen
(5) The Great Heath by John Feehan
(6) Count/Recount and Petition - Laois County Council - Local Election 1999 

by Louis Brennan
(7) Laughter and Tears by Joe McCormack
(8) Laois G.A.A. Yearbook 2000
(9) Bygone Days in Camross by The Sixties Club Members
(10) History of Aghaboe Parish by Noreen Byrne
(11) Pavilioned in Splendour: The Art and Artefacts of Emo Court, Co. Laois complied 

by John S. Powell
(12) The Gaelic League: the priests and mixed classes compiled by John S. Powell
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ARTS ACTIVITIES

A vibrant dynamic programme was undertaken in 2000 by the Arts Section.

ART EXHIBITIONS IN ARAS AN CHONTAE

1. “My People”, - Stephen Delaney
2. “Incidents and Accidents”, - Rev. Roger Harmsworth
3. “Exposure 99”, - Irish Times Photographers
4. Laois V.E.C. Arts and Crafts
5. “Travelling Through Time” - Oak Park Halting Site
6. “Wheels in Motion 2000” - Irish Wheelchair Association
7. “Inspirations and Inclinations” - Kathleen Garrett
8. “Back to my Roots” - Eilish O’Mahony
9. “Treasures 2000” - Sisters of Chairty of Jesus and Mary

ARTS ACT GRANTS AND TYRONE GUTHRIE CENTRE BURSARY SCHEME

An awards night took place for recipients of the annual Arts Act Grants and Tyrone Guthrie Centre
Bursary. The Tyrone Guthrie Centre award was won by Vera McHugh.

LAOIS YOUTH THEATRE

Weekly workshops took place under the direction of Paula Dempsey. The participants took part in
the National Youth Theatre Conference in Kilkenny.

A stage adaptation of “Laois - a Sound History”, by Pat Boran was very warmly received when it
was performed in the Dunamaise Theatre and Centre for the Arts on 1st December 2000.
A Careers in Arts and Sports Seminar took place in Áras an Chontae on 15th March 2000. This
attracted senior cycle students from the County and beyond.

NÓIRÍN NÍ RIAIN , ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE

Nóirín Ní Riain continued her residency in the county. Workshops continued in the local shcools,
prison, Abbeyleix Hospital and with the Adult Choir group initiated for the residency. Other events
which took place around the residency were the Free Lunchtime concerts in the Dunamaise Theatre
and the “Un-Laoising community Sounds” event, which marked the end of Nóiríns’ residency. This
took place on Sunday 7th May and the programme of events was as follows:

• Laois Transition year choir
• Camross Cohmaltas
• Video 1. - Abbeyleix Elderly singers
• Video - Abbeyleix Elderly Singers
• Un-Laois-ing Millennium Singers
• Un-Laois-ing Millennium Singers - First performance of Máirséail Rí Laoise 

accompanied by David Curley (piper), Phyllis Clegg (piano accordion) Un-Laoising 
Mairséail Rí Laoise - “the King of Laois’ March”

• Phyllis Clegg
• Video 2. - Abbeyleix Elderly Singers
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• Gael Scoil Cill Dara
• Video 3. - National council for the Blind of Laois

A competition to set text to the tune of “Mairséail Rí Laoise”, was held and the winners were Pat
and Joan Vaughan, County Kilkenny. The winning song was performed on the day by the choir.

“B EALTAINE 2000”, LAOIS FESTIVAL OF L ITERATURE

The events held during the festival included “A Feast of Folk and Fun”, by Fintan Vallely and John
Campbell.
Readings by: Claire Boylan, Rita Kelly, Anne Haverty, Michael O’Siadhail, Dermot Bolger, Mae
Leonard, Cathal O’Searcaigh and Mary O’Donnell.
Music by: Nóirín Ní Riain and Cóiced, Denis McArdle, Honor Heffernan accompanied by Noel
Kelehan, Michael Coady and Kieran Phillips.

Childrens events included an illustrated presentation by Den 2’s Don Conroy, a puppetry
performance by Turbo Prop Theatre Company and the midday feast of poetry, music and food,
featuring local writers and musicians.

FOCUS ON OLDER PEOPLE

Conference “Creative change for the Older Person in the Residential Setting” in the Dunamaise
Theatre and Centre for the Arts in conjunction with the Midland Health Board and Age and
Opportunity. A conference was held to explore this theme. The Arts Section are working with these
agencies to develop creativity and the arts for older people.

ARTS FACILITATION COURSE FOR MIDLAND HEALTH BOARD STAFF

A regional course in drama and art was organised by the Arts Section in conjunction with the
Midland Health Board and Age and Opportunity for staff working with the older in residential care.

SUMMER ART WORKSHOPS

Dance, drama, art and creative writing workshops took place throughout the county.

LAOIS ARTS PLAN 2001-2003
A new county arts plan was prepared by Muireann Ní Chonaill, Arts Officer. This was well
received by the Council members and the public. Laois county council is one of the three Councils
entering into a multi-annual funding arrangement with the Arts Council. This is owing to the fact
that we are an advanced stage with our arts strategy for the county.

SCHOOLS ARTS ASSISTANCE
Workshops in art, music and murals were given to primary and post primary schools countywide.

PUBLIC ART

In 2000/2001 Laois county council embarked on five new public art projects resulting in four new
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sculptures and one community arts project.

LAOIS MUSIC SCHOOLAND ORCHESTRA

Recruitment for a Co-ordinator to oversee the Laois Music School and Orchestra took place with
interviews to be held in early 2001.

“T RAVELLING WEST” BY RITA KELLY , - BOOK LAUNCH

The Arts Office hosted the launch of a new collection of poetry in English and Irish by Rita Kelly,
former Writer-in-Residence, in the Dunamaise Theatre on November 6th.
IRISH LANGUAGE PLAYWRIGHTS WORKSHOPS

A weekend workshop was held in the Dunamaise Theatre 8th - 10th September for playwrights
writing in Irish. This was organised by the Arts Office in conjunction with An Comhlachas
Náisiúnta Dramaíochta.

PLOUGHING CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Arts Office had a stand at the National Ploughing Championships. The work undertaken by the
office was advertised and many enquiries were made by the public.

ARTS VENUES

Co-operation and new projects will continue to be embarked upon in conjunction with the
Dunmaise Theatre and Centre for the Arts. Plans to develop new arts venues and facilities in the
county will be assisted by the council. It is important to continue to enhance facilities in the county
making the arts more accessible for all.

A NEW ERA IN SPORT

Laois Recreation & Sports Forum, set up in 1997, through the initiative of Laois County Council,
established the first consultative Forum of its kind in the Country that faciliated:

• The appointment of Laois County Council’s Sport & Leisure Officer.
• Training and education programmes for volunteers.
• The establishment of an Information Centre.
• The organisation and delivery of sporting and recreational events for all ages.
• Commissioning and conducting production of a Countywide sport and recreational 

Needs Analysis and Action Plan.

In line with the Irish Sports Council Strategy and new Era for Sports 2000-2002, priority is given to
“The fostering and supporting of innovative Local Sports Partnerships, at County Level, designed
to co-ordinate and promote the development of sport & recreational physical activity”.

Following Irish Sports council recommendations and requirements on the formation of Local
Sports Partnerships, a decision was taken by Laois Recreation 6 Sports Forum to reconstitute the
Forum and form the Laois Sports Partnership which will comprise representatives from key
agencies and the Community. Eight Local Authority areas will be chosen for Pilot Status in 2001
and Laois Sports Partnership are confident of selection from the first group of applicants.
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SPORT & L EISURE - HIGHLIGHTS OF 2000

CAREERS IN SPORT & THE ARTS– The Sport & Leisure and Arts Section combined forces to
organise a one-day careers seminar for senior cycle students from the region.  300 students and
their career guidance counsellors had the opportunity to listen to and question speakers who were
drawn from a variety of career areas in both Sport & The Arts.  The event was held in March 2000
in Áras an Chontae, Portlaoise.

COACH ATHLETE WORKSHOP SERIES– A very successful series of spring & autumn
workshops, geared at educating & informing coaches, athletes & players on current practice in
sport was organised by the Sport & Leisure Section in conjunction with the National Coaching &
Training Centre.  These workshops dealt with topics such as Developing Teamwork, Fitness
Testing, Sports Psychology.  

FORMATION OF LAOCHRA LAOISE SPECIAL OLYMPICS CLUB– In June 2000, Laochra
Laoise / Laois Warriors Special Olympics club was established with the assistance of Laois County
Council’s Sport & Leisure Section.  The club offers athletes of all ages, with an intellectual
disability, the opportunity to participate in a wide range of sporting activities.  The club operates on
Tuesday Nights at Portlaoise GAA Club and new athletes & volunteers are more than welcome.

SPRAOI LAOISE MILLENNIUM GAMES FOR PRIMARY CHILDREN - On June 21st Laois
Community Games combined forces with Laois County Council’s Sport & Leisure section to
deliver a fun- filled day for 500 of Co. Laois’ primary children .  The event, co-financed by
Millennium Event funding, utilised many sporting facilities in Portlaoise.  Children had the
opportunity to participate in a range of  activities which included water games, dance, brazilian
soccer, indoor hurling and initiative games.  Brian Kerr, Technical Director of the FAI was our
special guest and presented prizes at the award ceremony.  The event concluded with a disco for all
volunteers, coaches and participating school children. 

CAMP CO CO SUMMER PROGRAMME- The Housing and Sport & Leisure sections of Laois
delivered a multi –activity camp in four different venues throughout Co. Laois - Abbeyleix,
Rathdowney, Portarlington and Portlaoise.  In addition an additional camp was organised for the
travelling community at Halloween.   Each camp ran for one week and offered children aged 7-14
the opportunity to enjoy a wide range of sporting, artistic & leisure activities. 

PARKS TENNIS MOUNTRATH– The Parks Tennis Programme is an iniative of Tennis Ireland
which aims to introduce and improve the skills of tennis to young Irish people.  Laois County
Council were delighted to pilot this programme in association with St. Fintan’s Tennis Club,
Mountrath for three weeks last July.   270 Children aged 7-17 benefited from expert coaching in an
amazingly rain-free Mountrath. 
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SPORTS CAPITAL PROGRAMME- The Sports Capital Programme is the grant scheme for
Voluntary Organisations and clubs involved in the delivery of Sport & Recreation.  It is
administered by the Department of Tourism, Sport & Recreation.  Each year Laois County Council
organise a very successful information seminar for applicants.  In addition the services of our Sport
& Leisure Officer are available to assist groups with their applications.  In 2000, Laois sporting
organisations were allocated £340,000 in funding.

WALKING LEADERSHIP TRAINING – County Laois has experienced huge development in the
area of walkways largely due to the excellent partnership between Laois Leader and the different
communities through out the county.  The success of each walk is measured by the number of
people using the route.  In order to encourage and promote these walkways Laois Leader & Laois
County Council Sport & Leisure section designed and delivered two walking leadership training
courses during 2000.  These were held over a weekends in Clonaslee and to date Laois proudly
possesses over 30 walking leaders. 

EUROPEAN CAR FREE DAY– To mark this iniative the Sport & Leisure sections organised a
series of  skateboard workshops for primary school children in addition to lunch time walks of
varying difficulty.  These alternative forms of transport were very popular with participants & will
be repeated in 2001

STAFF

Ms. A.M. Maher, Sports & Leisure Officer
Ms. M. Culleton, Office Administrator
Ms. T. Allen, Development Officer
Mr. S. O’Brien, Co-Ordinator

GOLFING SOCIETY

As Laois County Council Golfing Society prepares to celebrate its’ 21st year under the Captaincy
of P.J. Delaney, it can reflect on a successful millennium programme for 2000 under the able
stewardship of John Culleton.

The society membership of staff, former staff, county Councillors and friends has now reached 60
and all enjoyed a total of 8 outings during the year 2000 on a variety of courses.

Highlight of the year was the Captain’s Prize which was held in The Heath and which was won by
Christy Crawford, with John Fennell winning the non-staff prize. Winner of the ‘Golfer of the Year
Award’ was Larry Dunne while Peter Scully won the John Kennedy Cup.
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OFFICERS & COMMITTEE FOR 2000
John Culleton, Captain
P.J. Delaney, Vice-Captain
P. Macken, Hon. Secretary
P. Scully, Hon. Treasurer
Committee: E. Phelan, P. Malone, D. Murphy, J. Ireland, C. Crawford, A. Bland, R. Glynn and B.
Larkin.

SOCIAL CLUB EVENTS 2000
The year 2000 proved busy for the Social Club once again. All events organised were well attended
by the members.
THEATRE

A busload of enthusiastic theatregoers accepted an invitation from former staff member, Mr. Peter
Dolan, to attend the play “the Cripple of Inishmaan” in his hometown of Moate in February . By all
accounts an enjoyable evening was had by all.

GOLF OUTING

The annual golf outing was held again by kind permission of Mountrath golf club at their course in
Mountrath in June 2000. There was a good turnout as usual with plenty of Prizes for golfers and
non-golfers alike to be won. First place went to the team of P.J. Brennan, Pat Delaney and
Geraldine Delaney.

CHERNOBYL CHILDREN

The Cathaoirleach of the Council hosted a reception for children from Chernobyl along with their
host families in July. the Social club hired a childrens’ entertainer for the occasion and also gave
each child a small present.

MASS FOR DECEASED MEMBERS & STAFF OF LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL

The annual mass for deceased members and staff of Laois County Council, organised by the Social
Club, ws held on Tuesday evening, 28th November in the Council Chamber. Invitations were
issued to all retired and present staff members as well as Councillors, and there was a good
attendance. Fr. John Byrne, P.P. celebrated the Mass and refreshments were provided in the canteen
afterwards.

OLD FOLKS PARTY

The annual old folk’s party provided by the social Club for the members of PASS was held on 16th
November in the canteen. Malcolm Smith and his band were called upon to provide the
entertainment with able help from members of the staff and a number of the old folk. Plenty of food
and drink was laid on with numerous spot prizes.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

The annual staff Christmas party was held on Friday, 17th December in the canteen. Once again
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“the Culprits” performed and an excellent meal was provided by Marie’s Catering from Tullamore.
Numerous spot prizes were provided, plus a travel voucher for £170. The Cathaoirleach also
sponsored two large hampers.
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2000
£12,660,568

“IN TWO THOUSAND, 
LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL

RECIEVED A TOTAL ALLOCATION OF

TWELVE MILLION,SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY

THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-EIGHT

POUNDS IN RESPECT OF

EXPENDITURE ON ROADS IN LAOIS:”



PERSONNEL

APPOINTMENTS IN 2000

Kevin Carey, General Operative 01/01/00
Stephen Kay, Executive Planner 14/02/00
Francis Hegarty, General Operative 20/01/00
Kenneth Farrell, General Operative 01/01/00
Fintan Callaghan, General Operative 20/01/00
Fergus Mulhare, Environmental Technician 01/02/00
Peter Kenny, Executive Engineer 08/03/00
Noel Quigley, General Operative 02/02/00
Michael O’Hora, Executive Engineer 01/02/00
James Browne, Part-time Firefighter 08/03/00
Declan Critchley, Part-time Firefighter 08/03/00
Raymond Connolly, Part-time Firefighter 13/03/00
Marie Tynan, Clerical Officer 20/03/00
John King, Part-time Firefighter 10/04/00
Arlene O’Connor, Graduate Planner 20/03/00
Geraldine Campion, Assistant Staff Officer 11/04/00
John McInerney, Senior Executive Engineer 03/04/00
Ruth Barry, Veterinary Inspector 17/04/00
Anne McLoughlin, Staff Officer 11/04/00
Pat Fennelly, General Operative 27/04/00
Marita Costigan, Community Project Worker 25/04/00
Margaret Heavey, Executive Engineer 02/05/00
Joseph Moore, Station Officer 02/05/00
Walter Saunders, General Operative 15/05/00
Collette O’Rourke, Assistant Staff Officer 06/06/00
Anna Marie Delaney, Administrative Officer 01/06/00
Michael Bowe, Apprentice Plumber 03/07/00
Diarmuid Bracken, Clerical Officer 31/07/00
Bernadette Dunphy, Clerical Officer 08/08/00
Elizabeth McGlynn, Library Assistant 22/08/00
Thomas Saunders, Retained Sub-Station Officer 18/08/00
Killian Lee, Executive Engineer 31/10/00
Mary Sweeney, Branch Librarian 03/07/00
Vera Quinn, Branch Librarian 30/06/00
Patrick Pilkington, Executive Engineer 04/09/00
Patricia Norton, Branch Librarian 26/08/00
Anthony Carroll, General Operative 18/09/00
Sean Murray, Traveller Accommodation Supervisor 21/09/00
Mary Hussey, Assistant Engineer 25/09/00
David Corcoran, General Operative 02/10/00
Dermot Dillon, General Operative 02/10/00
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Evan Fennell, Assistant Staff Officer 23/10/00
Mary White, Clerical Officer 16/10/00
James Lavin, Assistant Planner 18/10/00
Michael Brennan , Light Equipment Operator 26/10/00
Liam Dunne, Light Equipment Operator 26/10/00
Fintan Dunne, General Operative 26/10/00
Muireann Ni Chonaill, Arts Officer 06/10/00
Patrick Rafferty, Executive Engineer 01/11/00
Malachy Bradley, Assistant Planner 06/11/00
Patrick Campion, General Operative 04/12/00
Nancy Byrne, Clerical Officer 13/11/00
Jeremiah Martin, General Operative 04/12/00

PROMOTIONS IN 2000

Brian Sheppard, Assistant Staff Officer 31/01/00
Martina Bracken, Staff Officer 07/02/00
Roisin Walsh, Senior Staff Officer 13/03/00
Ann Carroll, Staff Officer 25/04/00
Pat Delaney, Assistant Staff Officer 25/04/00
Fiona Purcell, Assistant Staff Officer 25/04/00
Ned Farrell, Landfill Overseer 02/10/00
Kenneth Farrell, Landfill Facility Manager 04/11/00
John Dooley, Ganger 09/11/00

RESIGNATIONS IN 2000

Aidan O’Connell, Assistant Engineer 18/01/00
Michael Nugent, Assistant Engineer 09/03/00
Morgan Kilgallen, Senior Executive Engineer 21/03/00
Mary O’Callaghan, Branch Librarian 20/04/00
Kathy Kavanagh, Staff Officer 24/04/00
Pauline Costello, Assistant Staff Officer 21/05/00
Stephen Kay, Executive Planner 20/06/00
Evan Fennell, Clerical Officer 16/07/00
Andrew Murray, Executive Planner 30/07/00
Nicholas Rossiter, Executive Engineer 11/09/00
Karina Downes, Executive Engineer 24/09/00
John Killeen, Executive Engineer 09/10/00
Arlene O’Connor, Graduate Planner 15/10/00
Diarmuid Bracken, Clerical Officer 19/11/00
Denise Doherty, Executive Planner 04/12/00

RETIREMENTS IN 2000

Edward Tynan, Craftsman 13/02/00
Edwin Phelan, County Librarian 09/04/00
P. J. Delaney, Craftsman 15/05/00
Peter O’Shea, Ganger 28/06/00
Brendan Kenna, Driver 29/12/00
James Walsh, Craftsman 28/12/00
Albert Townsend, General Operative 30/12/00
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Attending the Launch of Count, Re-count and Petition by Louis Brennan was Mr Joe
Dunne, Mr Louis Brennan, Mr Noel Dempsey, Minister for the Environment and LOcal

Government and Mr John McNamara, IPA

Visit by politicians from Guinea, West Africa, in September 2000



OTHER SERVICES
SEIRBHISI EILE

I.T. DEPARTMENT

The year 2000 saw the addition of two extra staff to the IT Department bringing the total staff
complement to eight – two of which were job sharing.  However, towards the end of the year Mr.
John Smyth left to assist the ‘Agresso Team’ with the implementation of the new Financial
Management System.  The full staff structure in 2000 was as follows:

Christy Crawford I.T. Officer
John Smyth Technical Officer
Seamus McEvoy Network Support
Denis Lowry Systems Support
Rose Dooley HVX Operator
Marguerite Byrne Data Entry
Terri Fahey Data Entry, Job Sharing
Laura Halpenny Data Entry, Job Sharing

While the IT Staff were involved in the normal day to day work of an ever expanding and
demanding section such as running the business critical systems, supporting nearly 200 PC users
and replacing obsolete hardware they were engaged in a number of major projects in the year 2000.

TELEPHONE SYSTEM

Following competitive tendering Ericsson were chosen as the suppliers of a modern digital
telephone system to replace the old Meridian system.  Over a weekend all staff were provided with
new handsets and moved over to the new system without a hitch.  This was largely due to the
efficient manner in which Ericsson carried out the installation and the willingness of staff to
respond to the new technology.  Some of the benefits of the new system are:

Linking of offices at Mountrath Road and the Mill seamlessly with County Hall.
Direct dial inwards.
Voice mail.
Multi-functional handsets.
Music on hold.
Call hunting.
Call conferencing.

STRUCTURED CABLING

As part of the preparation for the new Financial Management System and in response to demands
for a more robust network it was decided to upgrade the cabling to the industry standard CAT6 with
a CISCO managed switch and 192 access points.  This was a major project as it involved replacing
all the old data and telephone cabling and routing new cable to cabinets in the computer room.
Also all the network cards in the PC’s had to be either replaced or reconfigured to cater for the
much faster transmission speeds provided by the new cabling.  This upgraded infrastructure should
safely provide for any demands placed on it for the foreseeable future.
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THE MILL /MOUNTRATH ROAD

During 2000 the offices on the Mountrath Road were fitted out with a new file server, new PC’s
and as already mentioned a new telephone system.  The cabling was extended to provide for
additional personnel relocated to the site and the ISDN connection was replaced with a 448kbps
leased line.  This greatly improved communications between the two sites and enabled the staff in
the Mountrath Road offices to avail of the Council’s Wide Area Mail system.

The Arts Section moved from County Hall to Fitzmaurice Place (The Mill) and in order to facilitate
this transfer the IT Section committed themselves to providing equivalent computer and phone
services as those available at County Hall.  Following on the successful move of the Arts Section to
the Mill it was decided to use this location as the headquarters for the Agresso Team.  The IT
Section needless to say, put in place all the necessary infrastructure.

TRAINING

In the interest of staff development and recognising that considerable computer training would be
required before, during and after the implementation of Agresso, the IT Section chose 2000 as the
year to upgrade its Training Room.  This involved the provision of new desks, chairs and PC’s and
relocation of power and data points to wall sockets.  The success of the new facilities has been
demonstrated by the demand for its use both internally and externally.  The room came in for some
very favorable comment when it was used to host a week long training course in SQL Server 7.0
Administration for staff from Carlow, Kilkenny, Offaly and Laois County Councils.  So successful
was the venture that other similar shared courses are planned for 2001.

NEW CORPORATE PLAN

In March 2000 all local authorities were advised of the requirement for the production of a new
Corporate Plan to coincide with the term of office of the elected members.

The corporate Plan identifies the mission of Laois County Council and the core objectives and
supporting strategies necessary to underpin the implementation of the mission. Extensive
consultation was to be a central element in the formulation of the plan. A Customer Action Plan to
improve the level of customer service was also required as an integral part of the Corporate Plan. 
The consultatioin process began in July 2000 with the issue of a questionnaire to all elected
representatives in the County, all employees of the Council and members of the County
Development Board and County Community Forum.

Formal workshops for elected members and senior staff were held in November and further
extensive consultations with employees are scheduled for early 2001. The target date for
completion of the process is February 2001.
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PARTNERSHIP

A National Advisory Group for the local authority sector, consisting of Management and Union
representatives, agreed a framework in February, 1999 as a blueprint for partnership in each local
authority.

Partnership refers to a new and different type of relationship in the workplace between
management, employees and their trade unions. This relationship is characterised by employee
participation and consultation, information sharing, the development of joint-objectives,
cooperation, trust, joint problem-solving and consensus decision making.

It provides increased opportunities for employees at all levels to participate in decision making,
recognising and encouraging the important contribution they have to make to enhance development
within their organisation.

The Partnership Committee for Laois County Council was established in December, 1999 and
comprises of 5 Union and 5 Management nominees.

The membership is as follows:

Mr. John Culleton SIPTU
Mr. Paddy Dowling SIPTU
Mr. Sean Kavanagh IMPACT
Ms. Roisin Walsh IMPACT
Mr. Jack Creegan SIPTU (LAPO)
Mr. Michael Malone County Manager
Mr. Louis Brennan County Secretary
Mr. Gerry McGlinchey County Engineer
Ms. Mary White Senior Executive Engineer
Ms. Anna Marie Delaney Personnel Officer

The first meeting of the Partnership Committee took place on Thursday 24th of February, 2000, the
Committee will remain in place for two years and meetings are held on a monthly basis.

Mary White and Paddy Dowling are the joint chairpersons and  the chair rotates on a monthly basis,
with each chairing alternate meetings.

The agreed objective of the Partnership Committee is “To foster a culture of Partnership, through
consultation and involvement, for the overall good of all employees and the functioning of Laois
County Council”.

A range of issues and concerns were identified both by the Committee members and the employees
of Laois County Council and these were categorised under the following headings:

Health, Safety and Welfare.
Work practices.
Employee Recruitment and Development.
Organisational issues and
Working Conditions
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During the course of the year the Committee have dealt with a number of the issues identified,
either directly or through delegation to Partnership Working Groups. 

A sample of some of the matters discussed and agreed through Partnership are set out below.

The Committee agreed on the establishment of an Employee Support Scheme.  This provides a
confidential one-to-one help and referral service for any employee experiencing a personal
difficulty.  Arrangements have been put in train for the extensive training and orienteering of all
employees, which must precede the establishment of such a scheme.

Similarly the lack of toilet and handwash facilities for outdoor staff at fixed location jobs was
addressed with the development of a prototype mobile facilities unit.

A substantial contribution was made to the success of the Partnership process with the
establishment of two working groups, which examined the issues of Employee Training and
Development and the Public Image of Laois County Council.  The Groups were comprised of
employees at all levels in the organisation resulting in an inclusive approach to problem-solving.
The recommendations of both Working Groups will be implemented in 2001.
The Committee were also successful in securing an allocation of £64000 from the Local Authority
National Partnership Advisory Group for distribution over a range of partnership projects and
initiatives identified during the course of the year.

CONFERENCES ATTENDED IN 2000

Conference Venue Date

Lace Tap Seminar Monaghan 20th-21st January

Association of Municipal Auth Castlebar 11th-12th February

Colmcille Heritage Trust Letterkenny 25th-27thh February

Growth Centres Kiltimagh 3rd-4th March

Local Agenda 21 Tipperary 23rd march

Association of Health Boards Westport 31st March - 1st April

National Spatial Strategy Tullamore 3rd April

General Council of County 

Councils Monaghan 13th-15th April

L.A.M.A. conference Kilkenny 27th-28th April

16th Annual Environmental 

Conference Cork 4th-5th May

Ratoo Heritage Society Listowel 25th-27th May

Waterways Conference Tullamoe 13th June

21st General Assembly of CEMR Finland 14th-17th June

Social Study Conference Westport 22nd-24thh June

Local Government Bill 2000 Tralee 6th July

Dr. Douglas Hyde Conference Roscommon 21st-23rd July
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2nd Annual conference on Rural 

Development Cloone 4th-5th August

Parnell Summer School Avondale 13th-18th August

Humbert 14th Summer School Castlebar 16th-19th August

European Movement, Ireland Cork 7th September

A.M.A.I. Cork 11th-14th September

Telework 2000 London 13th-14th September

Mid West Regional Authority Killarney 14th-15th September

L.A.M.A. conference Ennis 13th-15th October

National Housing & Plannign 

Conference Bournemouth 16th-19th October

N. Ireland Rural Affairs Group Newry 17th-18th October

International Waste Management

Conference Dublin 25th-28th October

National Development Plan Ballinlough 2nd November

Redefining Roles & Relationships Ennis 8th-10th November

3rd Annual Conference of 

Association of Irish Regions Waterford 10th-11th November

Planning for Irish Wind Energy Tralee 16th-17th November

Conference of the Isles Dublin 22nd-24th November

12th National Tourism Conference Dnnistymon 24th-25th November

Conradh na Gaeilge Dublin 29th November - 12th December

Waste Management Conference Athlone 12th December

BOOK LAUNCHES

On 21st September, 2000, the Cathaoirleach of Laois County Council, Cllr. Martin Rohan officially
launched “The Laois Millennium Yearbook 2000” by Mr. Frank Meehan. Amongst the many guests
at the launch was the His Excellency, Mr. Paul East, Q.C., New Zealand Ambassador to Ireland and
Great Britain. The book, which is the official journal of the Laois Association and the Laois
Heritage Society unfolds memories, ideas, history and heritage of the county of Laois and the great
families and people associated with it.

On 15th June, 2000, Mr. Noel Dempsey, T. D., Minister for the Environment and Local
Government formally launched “Count, Recount and Petition – Laois County Council – Local
Elections 1999”. This book, by Louis Brennan, County Secretary, is the only oe of it’s kind ever to
be published and is an academic study of the count process in the Laois Local Elections 1999. 

VISITORS WELCOMED

On 15th September, 2000, the Cathaoirleach welcomed a visiting group of politicians and officials
from Guinea, West Africa to Aras an Chontae. The deputation was briefed with regard to the system
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of local government in the county and country.  The many attractions of Laois were outlined to the
group present.

FREEDON OF INFORMATION ACT 1997
The Freedom of Information (FOI) Act 1997 has applied to local authorities since 21st October
1998. The Act seeks to enable members of the public to obtain access, to the greatest extent
possible, consistent with the public interest and the right to privacy, to information in the
possession of public bodies.

The Act confers a right:-

(a) of access to records held by public bodies
(b) to have incorrect personal information about oneself amended and
(c) to obtain reasons for decisions which have been taken by the Council which affect the rights

of the individual concerned.

The rights of access to records is restricted to records created after the commencement of the Act
(21/10/98) with certain exceptions.

Access may be denied to certain classes of records which contain, for example, personal, financial
or confidential information supplied by, or relating to, persons other than the applicant, or records,
the release of which would not be in the public interest, e.g. records which could undermine lawful
administrative practices or coud facilitate the commission of an offence.

As required by the Act, the Council has published a manual outlining the Council’s structure,
functions and operations (Section 15) together with details of rules, practices, procedures and
precedents (Section 16). These manuals are on display in all the libraries thoughout the county and
a coy may be obtained at Aras an Chontae on request.

During 2000, the council received 76 applications under the FOI Act. The following table sets out
the level of activity in 2000.

ACTIVITY 2000

Table 1 - Applications Processed

Applications on hands @ 31/12/99 1
Applications received 1/1/00 to 31/12/00 76
Decisions taken 1/1/00 to 31/12/00 77
Applications on hands @ 31/12/00 nil

Table 2 - Nature of applications received in 2000

Access to records 76
Amendment of personal information nil
Statement of reasons for decisions 1
Internal review 2
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Appeals to Information Commissioner nil
Appeals to High court nil

Table 3 - Nature of Information Sought
Personal (to the applicant) 4
Non-personal 72

Table 4 - Nature of Decisions taken in 2000
(includes decisions on applications which were on hands at 31/12/99)

Access granted in full 70
Access granted in part nil
Access refused 1
Applications handled outside FOI 6
Applications transferred nil
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ALSO SUCCESSFUL IN SECURING AN ALLOCATION

OF SIXTY FOUR THOUSAND POUND

FROM THE LOCAL AUTHORITY NATIONAL

PARTNERSHIP ADVISORY GROUP....”



PORTLAOISE TOWN COMMISSION 2000
URARAS BAILE PORTLAOISE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

At the Annual General of Portlaoise Town Commission, held on Tuesday, 4th July 2000, Mr.
Thomas Jacob was re-elected as Cathaoirleach. Commissioner Kathleen O’Brien was elected at
Leas-Cathaoirleach.

REPRESENTATION ON OTHER BODIES

Commissioners Thomas Jacob and Jerry Lodge were nominated as delegates to attend the Annual
Conference and Seminar of the Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland.

Commissioner Joe Dunne was appointed delegate to attend the Annual General Meeting of Irish
Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.

The Cathaoirleach was nominated to represent the Commission on the County Developmeht Board.
The position will be rotated between Portlaoise Town Commission and Mountmellick Town
Commission. Cathaoirleach of Portlaoise Town Commission will take up the position on 2002.

Commissioner Martin Dunne was nominated to represent Portlaoise Town Commission on the
Housing, Social and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee.

The Cathaoirleach, Mr. Thomas Jacob, represented the Commission on the Laois Recreation, Sports
and Leisure Forum and The Portlaoise Town Twinning Committee.
MONTHLY MEETINGS

The first Tuesday of each month.

MAIN SERVICES PROVIDED

Housing, School Meals, School Warden Service, Community and Environmental Initiatives, Civic
Receptions, Town Twinning and provision of Christmas Lights.

BUDGET 2000 - £61,060
During the year the commission provided support to the following:

1. Town Twinning
2. Portlaoise Tidy Towns
3. Christmas Lights
4. Tourism Promotion
5. The Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland
6. Gaelscoil Phortlaoise
7. Lone Parent Group
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HIGHLIGHTS DURING 2000

Portlaoise Chamber of Commerce and Trade

During the year the Commission worked in partnership with Portlaoise Chamber of commerce and
Trade and the Cathaoirleach is nominated as an ex-officio member.

Some of the issues the Commission and the Chamber worked in partnership on were:
• Christmas lights
• Town Twinning
• Tidy Towns
• Security

Health Service in Portlaoise

The Commission continued to strongly support the development and improvement in the health
services in the area.

Christmas Lights

The Commission was successful in organising a beautiful Christmas Lights display in the town.
Cathaoirleach Thomas Jacob formally switched on the lights in December 2000.

Town Twinning

Cathaoirleach Thomas Jacob and the Chamber of Commerce hosted a visit from the Mayor of
Coulinieux-Chamiers, Monsieur Michael Dasseau in March. Monsieur Dasseau had the distinction
of being Grand Marshall for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Portlaoise.

CIVIC RECEPTION

In August, Cathaoirleach Thomas Jacob hosted a Civic Reception to mark the occasion of the
departure of the Christian Brothers from Portlaoise. This was the end of an era in the history of the
Town as the Christian Brothers had served the people of Portlaoise and County Laois for 153 years.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

The commission supported and encouraged the continued development of the Town.

The IDA and Enterprise Ireland were successfuylly lobied for increased employment opportunities
in Portlaoise

Co-operation with the Gardai was strengthened through regular attendance at Town Commission
Meetings

The commission supported the continuing efforts to attract a third level educational institution to
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Portlaoise
Further representations were made by Portlaoise Town Commission to secure additional
decentralisation of Government Departments.

During the year the Commission supported and welcomed various developments in Portlaoise,
particularly:

1. The opening of the new Town Park
2. Public and Private Housing Developments
3. Road and footpath improvements througthout the town as well as the installation of 

traffic management mechanisms, cycle lanes and resurfacing
4. The opening of the new Mildands Prison
5. Bealtaine 2000
6. Improvement of the service by An Post to Portlaoise
7. The unveiling of plans for the proposed Sports and Leisure Complex in 

Moneyballytyrrell
8. The completion, and submission to the Department of the Environment and Local 

government, of the preliminary report on Portlaoise Main Drainage
9. The porposal to advance the Town of Portlaoise for Regional Gatelway Status in 

accordance with the Governments National Spatial Strategy
10. Improvement of the service by Iarnrod Eireann to Portlaoise
11. Further progress towards construction of the new Fire Station
12. European Car Free Day

CONFERENCES

The commission supported and was represented at the following conferences:

• The Annual Conference of the Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland

• The Annual Seminar of the Association of Municipal  Authorities of Ireland
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Members of Portlaoise Town Commission

Civic Reception for The Christian Brothers



MOUNTMELLICK TOWN COMMISSION
UDARAS BAILE MHOINTEACH MILIC 

RESIGNATION

Deputy John Maloney resigned from the Commission due to pressure of work with his Dail
business and the difficulty of getting to meetings. He was wished well by all present.

CASUAL VACANCY

As a result of Deputy Maloney’s resignation a casual vacancy was declared. After the due
procedures were carried out Mr. Tony Kirwan was elected to the vacancy.

REPRESENTATIONS IN OTHER BODIES

Commissioner Marc Connolly to Irish Public Bodies Insurances Ltd.,

Commissioners Michael Gormley and Patrick J. Bracken are the Commission’s representatives on
the Municipal Authorities of Ireland.

Commissioner Patrick J. Bracken is a member of the National Executive of the A.M.A.I. and he
also represented the Commission on the Strategic Policy Committee as part of better local
government.

Commissioner Michael Gormley was selected to represent Mountmellick and Portlaoise Town
Commissions on the County Development Board.

FINANCES

The total expenditure of the Commission in the year 2000 was  £15,928.64

PRESENTATIONS

Special presentations were made by way of citation to five members of the Mountmellick Camogie
Club who were part of the Laois Minor Camogie Team that won the All-Ireland title for the year
2000.

ELECTION OF CATHAOIRLEACH AND LEAS CATHAOIRLEACH

At the Annual General Meeting Commissioner Helen Hanson was elected Cathoirleach and
Commissioner Marc Connolly was elected Leas Cathaoirleach.

SOCIAL HOUSING

This matter, having been raised last year, the Commission re-activated the situation and in co-
operation with Laois County Council there has been considerable progress.
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WASTE MANAGEMENT

The Commission took an active interest with much debate on the issues of waste, waste
management and waste disposal. This matter is ongoing.

TOWN TWINNING

This matter is at a stage that a sub-committee has been formed to advance the proposal.
INNER RELIEF ROAD

The Commission continues to keep a watching brief on the advancement of the road and hopes that
it will alleviate the traffic congestion in Main Street and other areas of the town.

E. P. A. REPORT – TRIOGUE RIVER

This report was brought to the Commission for consideration and information.

MOUNTMELLICK TOWN COMMISSION

Undertaking a supportive role with Laois County Council in ensuring that Mountmellick
Courthouse was adequately funded for it’s future use.

Taking an active and supportive role in securing Urban and Renewal Status for various parts of the
town area.

Sub-committee for the production of a town brochure and its environs is still ongoing.

Playing and active role to educate young people against the use of illicit drugs.

MEETINGS

The Commission meets of the first Thursday of each month in the Town Hall, Mountmellick.
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LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL

REGISTER OF ELECTORS 2001/2002

PART 1

Presidential Dail
Dail constituency Electors Electors
Laois - Offaly 43,073 43,246
Totals: 43,073 43,246

European Parliament constituency, European electors
Leinster 43,268
Total: 43,268

Local Electoral Areas Number of Electors
Borris in Ossory 12,873
Emo 6,906
Luggacurren 7,083
Mountmellick 6,158
Portlaoise 10,338
total; 43,358

PART 2
Postal and Special voters

Dail Garda Defence Disabled
Constituency Siochana Forces Diplomants Postal Special Occupation

Laois - Offaly 16 110 1 23 197 2

total: 16 110 1 23 197 2
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Revenue Accounts

Year ended 31st December

2000 1999
Expenditure (A) £22,623 £19,525

Receipts
State Grants £15,253 £12,267
Goods & Services £ 5,627 £ 4,687
Commercial Rates £ 2,837 £ 2,674
Contributions - other authorities £    121 £    124

Total Receipts (B) £23,838 £19,752

Deficit /Surplus (B-A=C) CR £1,215 CR £227

Opening Revenue
Balance 1st January DR £399 DR £626

Closing Revenue
Balance 31st December CR £816 DR £399



CAPITAL ACCOUNT

Payments 2000 1999 Receipts 2000 1999

Road Imp. Works 7,261 7,389 State 10,878 14,890
Grants

Hsg. Const./Imp. 6,324 3,990 Loan 1,611 1,372
Instalments

Shared Ownership 1,778 125 Proceeds of 726 670
Hse. Sales    

Voluntary Housing - - Loan 1,827 1,565
Redemptions

Rental Subsidy - 292 Revenue 1,397 830
Transfer

Loans etc. 863 397 Miscellaneous 2,940 1,832
Loan Redemptions 379 631 Disabled 391 159

Persons Grant
Water Supp. & Sew. Sy. 1,495 1,690 Development 507 693
Environmental Serv. 614 344 Recreation 545 511

& Amenity
Land Purchase 1,546 2,064
Miscellaneous 1,217 898

TOTAL 22,920 19,183 TOTAL 19,379 21,159

2000 1999
Opening Balance DR DR

£(3,039) £(5,015)

Closing Balance DR DR
£(6,580) £(3,039)
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DEBTORS/CREDITORS
YEAR ENDED 31STDECEMBER 2000

2000 1999 Change

Government Grants/Subsidies 364 455 (91)

House Purchase etc. Loan 194 217 (23)

Housing Rents/Annuities 204 179 25

Water Charges 397 179 218

Other Goods & Services 480 427 53

Commercial Rates 353 360 (7)

Total 1,992 1,817 175

Creditors (unpaid bills) 1,430 1,150 280

SUMMARY OF NET CASH POSITION
YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER 2000

2000 1999 Change

Net Bank Balance DR£(4,352) DR£(2,277) £2,075

Cash invested/On hand £102 £81 £21

Net Cash Position DR £(4,250) DR£(2,196) £2,054

Capital Content incl. above DR £(6,580) DR£(3,039) £3,541
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FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (FMS) - AGRESSO

Work commenced on the 15th September 2000 on an new financial Management System for Laois
County Council Agresso is a Financial Management Software System which will replace all
computer based or manually operated financial systems. There will be a changeover to accrual
occounting and double entry principles. The key modules for implementation by this Council in
April 2001 are General Ledger, Accounts payable, Purchasing and Stores/Machinery. Agresso is
being implemented and supported by an Irish Company called Mentec Ltd., based in Dunlaoghaire.
The Local Government Computer Services Board was assisgned responsibility for the selection of a
suitable software package and its successful implementation.

IMPLEMENTATION TEAM

The staff members of the Council given this responsibility were:-

Gerard Murphy, Project Leader
John Smyth, Project Team
Ann Carroll, Project Team
Pat Delaney, Project Team
Michelle Hooban, Project Team
Olivia Dowling, Project Team
Lorna Cahalan, Project Team

STEERING COMMITTEE

The following Steering Committee was appointed to oversee the introduction of Agresso:-
Mr. Michael Malone, County Manager
Mr. Louis Brennan, County Secretary
Mr. Gerry McGlinchey, County Engineer
Mr. Peter Scully, County Finance Officer
Mr. Christy Crawford, I.T. Officer
Mr. Niall Morrissey, A.O., Housing
Ms. Anna Marie Delaney, A.O., General Purposes
Mr. Michael Moroney, A/S.S.O., Environment
Mr. Mary White, S.E.E., Roads
Mr. Dan McInerney, S.E.E., Housing
Mr. Gerry Murphy, Project Leader, Agresso

INTERNAL AUDIT

Internal Audit is an independent appraisal function which is required to provide audit assurance that
all significant operating risks are managed and controlled effectively, as a service to management.
It is designed to add value and improve the Council’s operations.  It objectively examines,
evaluates and reports on the adequacy of internal control as a contribution to the proper, economic,
efficient and effective use of resources.

To that end, it examines and reports on the adequacy of internal controls throughout the County and
Town Commissioners.  In its work, it assists management in its pursuit of efficiency and
effectiveness.
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Internal Audit discharges its responsibilities by critically and objectively reviewing the following
on a risk focussed basis:

The reliability and integrity of internal controls to ensure that risks are effectively managed and that
the Council’s assets and interests are properly accounted for and safeguarded from loss;

The reliability and integrity of management information systems;

Compliance with the Council’s objectives, policies, plans and procedures;

Compliance with internal and external regulations and legislation.
That value for money is obtained across all activities, by appraising the economic, efficient and
effective use of resources.

An internal control system is defined as being the whole system of controls, financial and
otherwise, established by management in order to carry on the business of the organisation in an
orderly and efficient manner, ensure adherence to management policies, safeguard the assets and
secure as far as possible the completeness and accuracy of the records.  The individual components
of an internal control system are known as “controls” or “internal controls”.  Types of internal
controls include segregation of duties, physical controls, authorisation and approval, arithmetic and
accounting, etc.

There are a number of types of audit:
Vouching
Procedural
Systems Based Auditing
VFM Auditing.

VFM (Value for Money) Auditing is destined to become a big area in Local Authority Internal
Audit.  A VFM unit was set up in the Department of Environment and Local Government and has
issued a number of reports.  VFM Auditing is based on economy, efficiency and effectiveness.  It
examines the economy and efficiency derived from the acquisition, use and disposal of resources
and the adequacy of systems, practices and procedures used bodies to measure their effectiveness.
In a VFM Audit, the Internal Auditor is required to satisfy him/herself that the audited body has
made proper arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in use of resources.
Internal Audit is recent to Laois County Council and as such is still in its infancy.  In 2000 it
produced a systems-based audit report on the Civic Amenity Area in Kyletalesha and 8 Bring Sites
in Co. Laois for submission to the European Commission.  The audit was carried out by request
from the Department of Environment and Local Government in accordance with a bilateral
agreement between the Department of Environment and Local Government and the Laois County
Manager.  The audit was carried out in accordance with European Commission Regulation (EC)
2064/97.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

HEADQUARTERS
County Hall, Portlaoise
Telephone: (0502) 64000
Portaoise
Fax: (0502) 22313
E-Mail:
secretar@laoiscoco.ie
Opening Hours
9am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm

Motor Tax Office
County Hall, Portlaoise
Telephone: (0502)21184
Opening Hours
9am - 3pm

Portlaoise By-Pass
Mountrath Road,
Portlaoise
Telephone: (0502)
20288/20291
Fax: (0502)21513
Opening Hours
9am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm

Laboratory
Mountrath Road, Portaoise
Telephone: (0502) 21109
Opening Hours
9am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm

Central Area
Mountrath Road,
Telephone: (0502) 21451
Fax: (0502)60135
Opening Hours
9am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm
Western Area
Courthouse,
Borris-in Ossory

Telephone: (0505)41123
Opening Hours
9am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm

Eastern Area
Courthouse, Stradbally
Telephone: (0502)25227
Opening Hours
9am - 1pm 2pm - 5pm

BRANCH LIBRARIES

Portlaoise
Branch Library
Dunamaise
House,Portlaoise
Telephone: (0502) 22333
Opening Hours
Tues 10am - 5pm
Wed & Thurs 10am - 7pm
Fri 10am - 5pm
Sat 10am - 1pm

Abbeyleix
Branch Library
Main Street, Abbeyleix
Telephone: (0502) 30020
Opening Hours
Mon 3pm - 5.30pm
6.30pm - 8pm
Wed & Thurs 3pm -
5.30pm
Fri 3pm - 5.30pm, 
6.30pm - 8pm
Sat 10am - 1pm

Mountrath
Branch Library
Shanon Street
Mountrath
Opening Hours
Mon 3pm - 5pm
Tues 6.30pm - 8pm
Thurs 3pm - 5pm
Sat 10am - 12.30pm
Telephone: (0502) 
56046

Mountmellick
Branch Library
Irishtown, Mountmellick

Telephone: (0502)
24733
Opening Hours
Mon 2.00pm - 5.30pm

Tues & Thurs 2.00
- 5.30pm 6.30pm -
8pm
Fri 2pm - 5.30pm

Portarlington
Branch Library
(0502) 43751
Main Street, Portarlington
Opening Hours
Tues 2pm - 5.30pm
6.30pm - 8.30pm
Wed 2pm - 5.30pm
Thurs 2pm - 5.30pm, 
6.30pm - 8.30pm
Fri 2pm - 5.30pm
Sat 10am - 1pm

Rathdowney
Branch Library
(0505) 46852
Rathdowney
Opening Hours
Mon 2.30pm - 5pm
7pm - 9pm
Wed 12.30pm - 1.30pm
2.30pm - 5pm
Thurs 7pm - 9pm
Fri 2.30pm - 5.pm

Stradbally
Branch Library
Stradbally
Opening Hours
Mon 2.30pm - 4.30pm
6.30pm - 8.30pm
Thurs 2.30pm - 4.30pm
6.30pm - 8.30pm
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