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Welcome to the second edition of the Laois Youth Theatre Newsletter. The Youth Theatre is
an important resource within our county. Participating in youth drama is a practical way to
involve young people in the arts. It also helps to boost confidee, social skills and builds
lasting friendships. We have a great group of young people who participate wholeheartedly in
the weekly workshops and dedicated cordinators plus their assistants who plan the
programme for the young people. Laois County Cancil is dedicated to this programme ands
unique in the country to have such a strong number of Youth Theatre groups. Wishing all _
involved in the Laois Youth Theatre every success. Muireann Nf Chonaill, Arts Officer

What is Laois Youth Theatre working on?

LAOIS YOUTH THEATRE SHOWCASE in EMO COURT

Laois Youth Theatre will be performing a selection of short scenes in the
majestic grounds of EMO COURT on Saturday 29" May 2010 at 12pm. Come
along and support your local youth theatre. There will be a post show picnic
for family and friends. Remember BYOP! (Bring your own picnic!)

s Stradbally Youth Theatre will perform a scene from their recent production of
PRANKED from the National Association of Youth Drama’s New Stage programme

» Portlaoise Youth Theatre will present a series of short scenes inspired by classical
stories from Irish and Greek Mythology, and Shakespearean plays, giving them a
modern edge!

® Rathdowney Youth Theatre will present a short devised play inspired by dreams.
It’s called Dreamcatcher.

Name: Kenny Stapleton
Assistant Leader with:
Rathdowney Youth Theatre
How long have you been
involved with theatre? | used to
be a member of Laois Youth
Theatre, years ago. Been doing
loadza theatre in one-way or
another ever since.

What is your favourite thing you

What’s happening in other Youth Theatre’s in the county?

Portarlington Youth Theatre has a newly formed group and is working on a
performance for their family and friends for the end of the term.

Mountrath Youth Theatre: Workshops take place in schools in the Mountrath
area, building up a love of drama.
% have done with the YT? Last

mm W we L C@ m October the group participated

Stradbally Youth Theatre in St Patrick’s Hall, in street theatre organised by Bui
on Saturdays from 2 to 4pm. Age group 12 - 15, X EOIS asi part of the Tr]le r SIEFEEt
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For more information call Siobhan at 0863300943 | festival. It was great fun: The

B croup had a brilliant time and
@l even | got to wear a costume.

¥ Favourite drama game? Jump in

Jump out a.k.a Spacejump. It’s an

r e pac
, . % improv game. | like it because no
Rathdowney Youth Theatre meets in the Parochial Hall, 18 matter you do; some crazy and
= '
on Saturdays from 4m to 6Pm. Age group 9 - 15 years. | hilarious scenes will just flow
For more information call Aine at 0876321299 2

Portlaoise Youth Theatre meets in the Parochial Hall,
on Saturdays from 11am to 1pm. Age group 12 —18 years.
For more information call Aine at 0876321299

% naturally from it. It is great for
: beginners and advanced actors,
% it’s fun and itreally improves

% your improv skills.

Portarlington Youth Theatre meets in Presentation School,
Station Road, on Mondays from 3:30pm. Age group 8 + years.
For more information call Julie at 0876185815

Mountrath Youth Theatre: Workshops take place in Mountrath
by arrangement with the Laois Arts Office. | )
Telephone: 0578674344/42 I councll Ithe arts
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Name: Cathal Merney

Age: 17

Youth Theatre: Portlacise
Member for: 5 years

Why did you start going to ¥T?

| was locking for something new
to do, on a Saturday. It seemed
interesting and different. | stayed
because it worked and was fun!
What is your favourite memory
from ¥YT? Dragging door through
Cork! We were there for the Shell
Connections Festival and the
Door was part of the set.
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Mational Festival of Youth
Theatres 2010

Laois Youth Theatre will be bringing
a group of 8 lucky members to the

The festival is to run for a few days at
the end of June and the beginning of
July on the south coast of Wexford.
It is a wonderful opportunity for
vouth theatre members to learn new
skills, and meet other youth theatre
members from all over the country!

Young Critics

We are proud to say that Aisling
McDonald, from Portlacise Youth
Theatre has been chosen to take part
in this years’ Young Critics group

with the Mational Association of
Youth Drama! Well done to herl We
hope she has a great time!

A Great Show...

Stradbally Youth Theatre performed
PRANKED  from  the Mational
Association of Youth Drama’s Mew
Stage  programme.  This
performed in Portlacise to a great
audience of family friends and other
youth theatres. They did a fantastic
job. Congratulations on the show! If
you missed it, don’t fret! They will be
showing a scene from the show in
the EMO COURT YOUTH THEATRE
SHOWCASE on the 29 of May at
1ZPM.
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Field Trip!

Last year Rathdowney Youth Theatre
devized a szhow called Tricks n'
Treasure based on the music of Tom
Chapin. The group will be finally geta
chance to hear his music live at his
concert in the Mational Concert Hall
this June. Highly recommend the
chow for families!



