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Introduction 

Sustainable development is defined as 'development which meets the needs of the 

present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 

needs'.  Meeting community needs, protecting our environment and creating a vibrant 

economy are at the heart of a sustainable community.   Laois County Council, as well as 

numerous individuals and organisations across the County, work with these inter-

connected objectives in mind.  We need to meet the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  Although 

national and local governments are expected to take the lead in ensuring the stability of 

our common future, everyone has a part to play. 

 

We all need to be aware of the impacts of our actions whether at a professional or 

personal level and to participate in positive actions to ensure a sustainable future for 

all.  In 2007 it was decided to initiate the preparation of a Sustainable Development 

Policy (SDP) to ensure that Laois would become a better place in which to live and work.  

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƛǾŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊ ΨhƴŜ {ƘŀǊŜŘ 

±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ [ŀƻƛǎΩΥ  

Goal 1: Promotion of Sustainable Living; 

Goal 2: Promotion of Sustainable Employment; 

Goal 3: Promoting Sustainable Land Use Management; 

Goal 4: Facilitating and Promoting Sustainable Transport Programmes; 

Goal 5: Promotion and Awareness of Sustainable Development Initiatives. 
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Public comment on the draft consultation paper commenced in July 2008.  This 

provided feedback on how best to proceed to achieve a sustainable County and assisted 

in the preparation of the draft Policy for Sustainable Development.  Further 

consultation began in July 2009 and 8 written submissions were received.  (See 

Appendix 2  for details).  All submissions assisted in the formulation of this Policy.    

 

However, this Policy is not something to be considered / implemented in isolation.  

European, National and local policies, including, but not limited to, such documents as 

the Regional Waste Management Plan, National Spatial Strategy, Smarter Travel and 

National Cycle Policy, Laois County Development Plan and Laois County Development 

Board Strategy will have an impact in the future.  This will provide challenges and 

opportunities for us all.   

 

It is now up to each organisation to further develop their own Goals to ensure 

ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ  [ŀƻƛǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

internal Local Agenda 21 Committee has put actions in place within our organisation to 

address each of these Goals.   We have also identified objectives which we hope will 

further enshrine our commitment to promoting sustainable initiatives throughout the 

organisation. 

 

Working together, we can achieve effective partnership across all sectors of the 

population.   
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Goal 1:  

Promotion of  

Sustainable Living 

 

The process which facilitates sustainable development of our towns and villages in Laois 

involves all of our community.  From our young children growing up to the elderly 

people in our community, we all have a role to play. For our towns and villages to 

sustain their viability a multi agency approach is essential to ensure that all the basic 

services and supports are provided. Continuous consultations with development 

groups, tidy town committees and environment groups to ascertain their views and 

opinions is also essential, in order to ensure that communities have an input into the 

future development of their areas. 

 

Capacity building (e.g. training, up-skilling) of our communities, residents associations 

and socially excluded groups is also a necessary measure if our towns and villages are to 

continue to remain viable. Infrastructure is a key element, however without community 

participation, villages and towns lose their identity.  Laois County Council will continue, 

with the support of other agencies such as the H.S.E., Department of Education and the 

Gardaí, to provide supports to ensure that all citizens of our community have access to 

the basic services they require.  Services such as open green spaces, playgrounds and 

sports facilities for our young people will continue to be developed, and it will be 

essential that services for the elderly people in our communities continue to be 

provided. The Rural Transport initiative that is managed by Laois TRIP will continue to 

develop transport services, especially in the rural areas of the County. Active citizenship 
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in our communities will continue to be developed through working with new and 

existing Active Retirement Groups, supporting and working with Ethnic Minority 

Groups, and engaging with and respecting the traditions of the Travelling Community. 

Another essential part of the sustainability and viability of our towns and villages is the 

promotion of local community activities.  Voluntary organisations, sports clubs and 

festival committees will continue to be supported and their work acknowledged.   

 

While it is essential that service providers continue to provide the services and 

infrastructure required to achieve sustainability within our towns and villages, small 

changes within our communities can help to improve the quality of life in our County.  

Every effort should be made to continue to educate people of all ages to recycle and 

become more conscious of the environment we live in. The support of the schools in 

making young people environmentally conscious from an early age will continue and 

parents also have a role to play.    

 

Addressing unsustainable consumption (for example water, energy and waste) will 

assist us in protecting and conserving our natural resources.  The issue of Climate 

Change will be addressed as we work with the Midlands Energy Agency to develop and 

implement Strategies for the future.  These may include the provision of alternative 

green energies e.g. wind and/or solar energy etc.  Underpinning all of this, we aim to 

improve the quality and reliability of our infrastructure and public services, while 

protecting our environmental assets, both natural and man-made.   

 

In implementing our vision, we seek to be a healthy society, one which encourages our 

children and supports our older people, a community where education is available for 

all, where more jobs are created in a new economy, and where the rural economy is 

reinvigorated and disadvantaged urban areas are renewed.  
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Goal 2:  

Promotion of  

Sustainable Employment 

 

There has been extensive economic growth and development in the past but due to 

changing circumstances, it is very evident that employment needs to be sustainable. We 

need to strengthen our local economy to ensure that more locally created wealth is 

kept in the area. More emphasis on community enterprises, small and medium-sized 

businesses and employee participation in industry can contribute to a stronger local 

economy and enhance quality of life.  

 

In order to achieve sustainable employment, a shift will have to occur which will focus 

on entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation, leadership and excellence. Laois County 

Council, Laois Partnership, Laois Chamber of Commerce and Laois County Enterprise 

Board are stakeholders in a variety of economic and infrastructural projects and provide 

ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎΦ  άDǊŜŜƴ ŎƻƭƭŀǊέ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

supported and facilitated to take advantage of new employment opportunities in areas 

such as energy and waste and the diversification of existing industries.   Ongoing 

training and education for all employees, as well as the provision of flexible working 

arrangements will ensure that we retain and strengthen our local economy.   

 

Local businesses could green their purchasing policies by selective investments, e.g. 

buying locally sourced vegetables and meats etc. Good environmental practice should 
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be identified and promoted within the business community.  All advice to businesses 

should reflect the need for them to take their environmental responsibilities seriously 

as well as emphasising the business advantages. For example, Coillte are involved in a 

Ψ.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

employees, the environment, business partners and the community.  Local Businesses 

and their employees need to be encouraged to make more sustainable transport 

choices. Adopting green transport plans and mobility plans would help to achieve this, 

e.g. car-sharing schemes, negotiated agreements between employers and bus and rail 

companies.  

 

Traditionally, our local economy was mainly dependent on agriculture.  However, Laois 

is the 8th fastest growing County in Ireland and we have experienced a 14.1% increase in 

population between 2002 ς 2006 (CSO). Because of this, diversification in the 

agricultural sector is now widely promoted within the County.  Supporting local growers 

(e.g. farmers markets etc) is important to ensure that those displaced from agriculture 

are not forced to migrate, but are given the confidence and skills to earn a good living in 

their locality.  Our rural economy should be further strengthened by the provision of 

quality employment opportunities to attract people to return to develop profitable 

businesses offering high quality jobs in a desirable environment.  

 

Travel and tourism have considerable potential to generate benefits for communities as 

well as the environment. Generating employment opportunities, boosting income 

levels, developing incentives for environmental protection and ensuring that the 

infrastructure on which community life depends is maintained are some of the benefits 

of sustainable tourism. Additional opportunities should also be explored which may 

develop the local tourism industry further e.g. Green Box Eco Tourism project in Co 

Leitrim or the Slieve Blooms Eco Tourism project.   
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The concept that a Smart Economy is a Green Economy was introduced in the recent 

LǊƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ψ.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ {ƳŀǊǘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ ς A Framework for 

Sustainable Economic Renewal 2009-нлмпΩΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 

economic climate but also recognises the greening of the economy and the 

development of green enterprises.  The inter-related challenges of climate change and 

energy security illustrate the need to move away from fossil-fuel based energy 

production through investment in renewable energy and increased energy efficiency to 

reduce demand, wastage and costs. This involves the transition to a low-carbon 

economy and recognises the opportunities for investment and jobs in clean industry. A 

sustainable approach to economic development complements the core strength of our 

economy in the use of natural resources in the agriculture, forestry, fisheries, tourism 

and energy sectors.  
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Goal 3:  

Promoting Sustainable  

Land Use Management 

 

Careful planning of our land use is key to creating sustainable communities. During the 

preparation of Town Plans, Village Plans and County Development Plans, extensive 

consultation, in conjunction with the County Community Forum, is pivotal to allow all 

interested parties to have a valued input into the development of their own locality.  The 

location of industry, services and housing defines the way we live, how far we travel to 

work or to schools and shops. When considering land use, we have to look at the natural 

resources required to support our activities. Communities need access to clean drinking 

water and need to be able to dispose of waste water without negatively affecting the 

environment or contaminating the water supply. Renewable energy and / or water 

conservation projects should also be encouraged.  Laois would then be known nationally 

as an economically attractive location to do business while protecting and extending the 

lifetime of our existing resources.  

 

Laois County Council is working towards the aims of our national Climate Change Strategy. 

A number of projects have been undertaken to reduce the energy consumed by 3% per 

year. Good progress has been made to date, but in order for Laois to make its national 

contribution to reducing CO2 emissions and protecting the environment, much larger 

issues have to be considered. We can reduce transport emissions and product costs if 

products and raw materials can be locally sourced. We need to encourage long term 


