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1 Mission/Vision Statement 

 

To provide a plan for the consolidated and sensitive development of Ballybrittas to cater for the development needs of the settlementôs population, and its 

role in servicing the area for the next 6 years, while maintaining and enhancing the villageôs character and sense of place. 

2 Users of The Plan 

 

The village of Ballybrittas is expected to continue to experi-

ence pressure particularly for residential development in 

forthcoming years. A Village Plan is therefore necessary so 

as to properly plan for the future expansion of Ballybrittas in 

a coordinated and sustainable manner. The purpose of this 

plan is to provide a framework for the village that will allow 

for sustainable growth in Ballybrittas where such growth is 

considered appropriate.  

 

The future physical, economic and social development of 

Ballybrittas must be considered in the context of a hierarchy 

of Plans and Guidelines at National, Regional and local level. 

This plan should be read in conjunction with the relevant 

policies and objectives of the Laois County Development 

Plan 2006- 2012. 

3 Financial Implications 

 

Development contributions will be applied to new developments in accordance with Laois County 

Councilôs Development Contribution Scheme. Special development levies may be imposed on 

developments (over and above the normal level) in circumstances where specific new infrastruc-

ture is required to make a village function effectively and the development concerned does not 

physically contribute to such infrastructure. 

 

The council shall encourage and facilitate cooperation between and amongst the different devel-

opment interests in order to maximise community gain, for the greater good of the settlement. 
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4 Village Plan Preparation Procedure  

Village Plan Brief 

 

County Hall 13th November 2006 

Ballybrittas Meeting 

 

Ballybrittas Village 7th February 2007 

Development Association Representatives 

Ballybrittas Submission 

 

13th February 2007 

Development Association 

Submission to Drafting of Village Plan 

Draft Village Plan 

 

2nd March 2007 

Presented to Emo Area Councillors 

Draft Village Plan 

 

9th March 2007ð6th April 2007 

4 Week Display of Draft Village Plan 

Public Meeting 22nd March 2007 

 

Ballybrittas Village Plan 

 

Presented and Finalised at Emo Area Meeting 1st June 2007 

Draft Village Plan 

 

Consideration of Submissions Received 

Managerôs Report and Proposed Plan Pre-

sented to Lugacurren Area Councillors for  

Consideration 18th May 2007 
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5.3.1 Laois County Development Plan 2006- 2012 

 
The Settlement Strategy of the Laois County Development Plan aims to promote the development of 

the urban and rural network in order to retain and expand its role as a vibrant living, working and 

cultural county in the Midlands Region. The village of Ballybrittas is identified in the 2006 Laois 

County Development Plan as a village settlement. Due to unprecedented levels of development 

pressure, particularly in the east of the county, the County Development Plan sets out the following 

broad principles of development to guide the growth and development of settlements:  

 

Foul sewer pumping facilities will only be accepted in small towns and villages in exceptional 

circumstances; 

 

Planning permission for development should not be granted in the absence of an upgrade of the 

sewage plant. Offers from developers to provide additional treatment capacity and provide 

other engineering solutions should be assessed on the basis of planning and social impacts also 

and should not be automatically accepted; 

 

Water supply to developments in excess of five houses should be from a piped water supply 

supplied by the Local Authority and group schemes. Private water supplies, such as boreholes 

should only be accepted in exceptional circumstances; 

 

A 100m exclusion zone for development should be established around sewage treatment plants. 

Any sewage treatment plants provided by the developer should immediately become property 

of the Council. Legal agreements should be entered into to ensure that this takes place; 

 

All applications in excess of ten houses should prepare a School Impact Report, Community 

Facilities Audit/ Open Space Needs Report, in consultation with the local community; 

 

Densities in small towns and villages should generally be 3/5 per acre, except in villages which 

have a level of services and facilities capable of supporting a higher level of densities;  

 

Any one application in small towns and villages should not exceed 40-50 houses; 

 

All new developments should be integrated into the existing village by means of appropriate 

house design, pedestrian access, location, footpaths, public lighting etc.; 

 

Ensure that graveyards/schools etc. do not become land locked by new developments. 

Possibilities for expansion should be retained; 

 

In general, apartment developments are not suitable for villages/settlements. 

5.1 National Policies and Guidelines 

The National Development Plan 2007 - 2013 

The National Spatial Strategy 

Sustainable Development - A Strategy for Ireland 1997 

Local Agenda 21 

 

5.2 Regional Policies and Guidelines 

Regional Planning Guidelines 

Midland Regional Waste Management Plan 2000 

 

5.3 County Policies and Guidelines 

County Laois Development Plan 2006 - 2012 

Laois County Council Corporate Plan 2004 - 2009 

Laois County Heritage Plan 2002 - 2006 

Laois County Council Housing Strategy 2005 - 2012 

The Accommodation of Traveling Families in County Laois 

2005 - 2008 

Laois Retail Strategy 2003 

Economic/Promotional Strategy for County Laois - A & L 

Goodbody Report 

Laois Arts Plan 2006 - 2011 

Homelessness - An integrated Strategy for County Laois 

County Laois Play Strategy 2004 - 2008 

Laois County Childcare Strategy 2002 - 2006 

 

5.4 Guidelines and Directives 

Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines 

Architectural Heritage Protection for Places of Public Wor-

ship 

Childcare Facilities Guidelines 

Landscape and Landscape Assessment - DRAFT 

Quarries and Ancillary Activities 

Residential Density Guidelines 

Retail Planning Guidelines 

Sustainable Rural Housing 

Wind Farm Development Guidelines 

5 Plans, Policies & Guidelines 

The Village Plan must have regard to: 
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6 Land Use Zoning Objectives 

 

The purpose of zoning is to indicate to property owners and the general public the types of development which the Planning Authority considers most 

appropriate in each land use category. Zoning is designed to reduce conflicting uses within areas, to protect resources and, in association with phasing, to 

ensure that land suitable for development is used to the best advantage of the community as a whole. Primary Development lands are suitable for residen-

tial, industrial, recreational, general business and institutional uses. The zoning objectives, matrix content and development control standards are included 

in the County Development Plan 2006-2012. 

7 Ballybrittas  in Context 

 

Ballybrittas village is located on the former N7 

(R445). The village is now bypassed to the south 

by the M7/M8 Motorway (Heath Mayfield By-

pass). 

 

Ballybrittas village has experienced substantial 

development pressure in recent years as a result 

of the growth of surrounding towns such as Port-

laoise, Portarlington, Mountmellick, Monaster-

evin and the opening of the Heath Mayfield by-

pass. It is the policy of Laois County Council 

that any expansion shall be consistent with re-

gard to the current character and size of the vil-

lage and will support and sustain the existing 

facilities and amenities of the village.  

 

The village development envelope for Ballybrit-

tas extends in a linear manner along the four ap-

proach roads.  The village has a dispersed struc-

ture with the local school, playing pitches and 

community centre located in nearby Rath. 

 

Today the village consists of residential areas, 

two petrol stations, a convenience retail outlet, 

two public houses, a post office and restaurant. 

There is a small amount of service sector indus-

trial business operating in Ballybrittas. 
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